
McDaniel College   The Messenger 

 

Volume 10, Issue 2 

March, 2008 

Back To Life – McDaniel College Budapest Student Union 
 
By: Estefania Luraschi 
 

As spring hesitantly ap-
proaches, animals in hibernation 
are not the only ones to wake up. 
After a three-year slumber, the 
student government organ of 
McDaniel College Budapest, the 
Student Union, is waking up 
from a deep sleep. 

Once a vibrant, stu-
dent-directed organization, 
its activity dimmed and fi-
nally went out when the stu-
dents on the committee 
graduated or left the college. 
Spurred by the incentive to 
be active on behalf of their 
fellow students, 11 students 
showed up at the first tenta-
tive meeting scheduled February 
27th. 

At the meeting, informa-
tion on previous union activities 
and on a former constitution was 
provided by Academic Advisor, 
Dr. Judith Mandy. However, it 
was stressed that this is an en-
tirely student-run organization, by 

the students and for the students. 
The second meeting, held 

on March 5th, focused on review-
ing the previous constitution, as 
well as discussing which form the 
government will take, in terms of 
election procedures, terms, and 
general logistics. The students 

decided that since this is a newly 
formed council, those elected at 
the end of this semester will also 
hold those positions next semes-
ter. Those present agreed that all 
McDaniel students are eligible to 
be members. Further, the nomina-
tion process for students wishing 

to run for different offices will be 
held on Wednesday, March 26th 
after Spring Break. 

Previously, the last Stu-
dent Union activity was organized 
in the form of a loose committee, 
whereby students banded together 
on an egalitarian basis. It was 

agreed at the first meeting 
that to make such an organi-
zation sustainable and lasting, 
it needs to have at least a 
president, and possibly also a 
vice president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer. This way, fu-
ture generations of incoming 
students can begin their stud-
ies with an already estab-
lished government, and join 
the ranks if they wish to. 

At this point, the first pri-
ority is to make it known to all 
McDaniel Budapest students that 
there is a Student Union once 
again. 

The Student Union meets 
every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in 
the basement Club Room. 

60 SECONDS “ Why are we doing all this?  What  would we like to improve and what will be better 
if this project will work?” by: Alexander Grigorasenco 

 
Raul Crab 
  
“The Student 
Union can bring 

students closer! This by 
simply sharing ideas and 
taking initiatives. When you 
think of McDaniel College 
Budapest, you should not just 
think about classes, studying 
and essays! Maybe we can 
make a Change!” 

 
Estefania Luraschi 
 
“I think the most important priority for 
a student government is to represent the 
student body as a whole. I would like 

to see this organization create better communication 
among students, and also between students, faculty, 
and the administration. So many things can be 
improved, and in terms of activities, we already 
have so many ideas: parties, sports competitions, 
fundraisers, maybe even a library. All we have to do 
is get a move on.” 

 
Alexander 
Grigorasenco 
 
“McDaniel needs something 

like a student union. A student`s union will 
provide new activities, programs and also will 
bring together people. It`s not only a 
program, it`s also a possibility for students 
(from different countries) who study abroad 
to feel more comfortable in a foreign country 
and to get the feeling that they are a part of 
something and that even here in Budapest 
Hungary  they belong somewhere.” 
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Put some spring in your step  
 
By: Katya Ivanova 
 
Even though mid-term week has slowly passed by, 
we have to keep in mind that the semester is not 
over yet and the date of the final exams will arrive 
sooner than we might think. As the weather 
changes from grey, rainy winter to sunny spring, it 
seems like time starts going faster. This might 
make anyone feel exhausted. The following tips 
will help you to regain some of your lost energy 
and cure fatigue. 

 
Do not drink energy drinks! These are rarely good 
for your body, and only when you are burning 
calories by playing sports. When you are lacking 
energy from sleep deprivation, energy drinks will 
only bring you up temporarily. In a short time you 
will "crash" from the large amount of sugar you 
ingested. Drink water instead. 
 
Wash your face. While this is not going to provide 
you with more energy, it will, however, wake you 
up a bit.  
 
Get active. If you haven't had enough sleep, you 
will be lacking quite a bit of energy. Instead of 
slogging through the day, take a walk, go for a bike
-ride, or just get up and jump around. 
 
Try breathing deeply. This will allow your body to 

regain awareness and give you a chance to become 
emotionally well. 
 
Take a nap. There is a reason why kids in kinder-
garten must take a few hours nap each day. But do 
not sleep too long; 1 or 2 hours is perfectly enough 
to regain energy.  
 

Inspirational 
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World News 

 
Sarkozy: new marriage, slump in polls 

 
By: Maja Florsic 
 

After much speculation, on the second of February this year, French president Nicolas Sarkozy 
married his girlfriend, former model, Carla Bruni.  
 The issue now seems to be that many people, French people, don’t share their president’s happi-
ness when it comes to his new marriage.  
 It was as recently as October 2007 that Sarkozy divorced his former wife, Cecilia Ciganer-
Albeniz and it seems the French don't like what they're seeing: "We didn't elect a rock star", states Nice 
Matin, a local newspaper, in response to Sarkozy's divorce followed by a sudden marriage. 
 It seems many others feel the same way and agree with a statement from the Alsace: "We don't 
need this glitz - we need him to give us economic results". 
 Unfortunately for Sarkozy, poll results seem to increasingly support these views and statements. 
According to CNN, the percentage of his supporters last July was a high 67, dropping to 54 percent by 
January, stll falling to 41 percent in February. The most recent reuters polls show this percentage is 
currently low as 36. 
 Along with other things such as the increasing cost of living, it definitely seems that one 
explanation for this drop in polls is due to the fact that the French simply don't want to be as involved in 
their president's private life as they currently are. CNN recently printed that more than three quarters of 
French people stated they were “annoyed” by their president’s overly public private life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By: Katya Ivanova 
 
• Vatican listed new sins, such as environmental pollution, genetic manipulation, and cloning. 
• Results of referendum on reversal of medical and tuition fees in Hungary turned out to be successful 
with the highest participation rate since the change in political system. 
• The Government of the Republic of Croatia will officially recognize Kosovo at a seating which is 
scheduled for Thursday 13 March. 
• NATO foreign ministers have begun discussions on whether to invite three Balkan states - Alba-
nia, Croatia and Macedonia - to join the alliance. 
• The US defense department has banned Google internet search engine from filming inside and 
making detailed studies of US military bases. Close-up, ground-level imagery of US military sites 
posed a "potential threat" to security, it said. 
• A vast array of pharmaceuticals -- including antibiotics, anti-convulsants, mood stabilizers and sex 
hormones -- have been found in the drinking water supplies of at least 41 million Americans, an Associ-
ated Press investigation shows. 
• Winds of more than 80mph brought down trees and damaged houses as a severe storm battered Brit-
ain. 
• The Danish cartoonist behind controversial images of the Prophet Mohammad has urged a Dutch 
right-wing politician to broadcast a film expected to be critical of the Koran despite fears it might spark 
violence. 
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Fish out of Water: My Westminster Story 
 
By: Laura Hutton  
 

Pride. A single word that bonds me to 18 
others on the Westminster campus. I am a swim-
mer. I am one of those kids who wakes up at 6:30 
am to dive into the pool for morning practice then 
attends class in sweats with wet hair before return-
ing to the pool at 3 pm for afternoon practice. That 
is my life on the Hill. Swim team. 
 We are a small team and are, by no means, 
one of the “best” teams statistically. But, we are a 
strong powerful unit. We depend on each other 
fully for every inch we get. Our battles are fought 
as a whole group, cheering louder than teams that 
have twice as many swimmers. We have pride, in 
ourselves and our fellow teammates to give the 
best in and out of the pool.  
 Leaving my team and missing the last month 
of the six month season was the hardest decision I 
made before coming to Budapest. Yes, studying 
abroad for the semester presented the opportunity 
of a lifetime and when it comes down to it I made 
the right decision, but I still miss the pool and my 
team everyday. I have yet to be homesick; I am 
poolsick. 
 Missing our last meets was difficult, espe-
cially the Centennial Conference Championship 
which was held at Franklin & Marshall College in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania from February 22-24. 
This meet takes place in the largest pool in the con-
ference, lasts an entire weekend, and is the culmi-
nation of all the training throughout the season. 

All the hours of swimming, lifting, and dry 
land lead to this final meet. It is the only meet 
where each team in the conference competes 

against all of the other teams at once. The other 
meets during the year are dual meets when teams 
compete against just one other, not including the 
F&M Invites.  

Invites are another large meet hosted by 
F&M. This meet is held in the middle of the season 
and is not designed for the Centennial Conference 
teams. It is a mix of other teams from Maryland 
and Pennsylvania area and it is way to compete 
with schools we would not swim against otherwise.  

Champs weekend is divided into six ses-
sions. There are two sessions each day. The quali-
fying swims are in the morning and then the top 16 
swimmers in each event participate in the finals at 
night. Awards are also given at night for the top 
eight. 
 The time between sessions is a needed break. 
The team goes back to the hotel for a lunch that is 
laid out for us by the team parents. Then it’s nap-
time.  
 Team hangouts follow the night swims. 
There is nothing better than being around the team 
after a day full of swimming. Everyone is pumped 
from their swims and eager for the sessions that lie 
ahead. 
  During champs weekend, I was in Greece. 
While exploring, I could see all these events taking 
place in my mind. The team bonding and swims I 
was missing.  

As I later flipped through the pictures, I 
imagined myself there, surrounded by the people 
and events I understand the most. Then I looked 
around and could not imagine giving up this oppor-
tunity.  

And the swim team pride? I carry it with 
me always.  

Feature 
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Chain Bridge as Mixed Media  
Collage 

 
By: Amy Rust 
 

The ancient Egyptians believed that to 
write one’s name down was to preserve that indi-
vidual for eternity.  The greatest Kings had their 
names written several hundred times over just to 
guarantee that they would have everlasting life.  
Inscriptions on the pyramids and tombs gave de-
scription of their deeds, thus also bringing said 
deeds to life and preserving them forever. 
 Last weekend, I took a stroll along the Chain 
Bridge in Budapest.  My purpose of this stroll was 
more than your casual tourist excursion (I had ac-
tually been instructed to search for a specific name 
written on a certain bridge in Budapest). And yet, I 
was simply fascinated by the amount of graffiti 
inscribed on the sides of this great national monu-
ment! 
 Words and name surrounded by hearts; Hun-
garian, German, English; pictures, figures, intri-

cately drawn numbers.  All of this was on or 
around the Chain Bridge.  This, I abruptly decided, 
is not just your average graffiti that can sometimes 
be seen scratched into school desks and the like.  
This is art. 
 Currently, I am enrolled in Professor Linda 
Van Hart’s Mixed Media Collage class.  It oc-
curred to me that the Chain Bridge, among other 
spots around the city, no longer are national monu-
ments but instead are mixed media collages.  Some 
of the pieces consisted of what appeared to be a 
mud base paint where as others were etched into 
the metal workings of the Bridge.  To view these 
art works as a whole, I would say the entire city is 
a giant collage made up of thousands of artists of 
all ages and all using their own forms of art.  (I 
might also point out that this goes for any town, 
city, or village that has its own Graffiti artists 
dwelling.) 

 Point being, if you have yet to check out the 
Chain Bridge, I recommend it not as an above av-
erage tourist spot, but as a piece of art.  If you have 
already been there and simply ignored the gor-
geous art works, go again.  This time, take your 
time, and see for yourself, your own city’s personal 
mixed media collage. 

Budapest 
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Horoscope 
Submitted by: Katya Ivanova 

 
Funny Horoscopes 
 
Reveal the light (or dark) side 
of your personality with a bit of 
humor 
 
Aries 
Aries is often creative and does like to 
meddle in other people's affairs - rang-
ing from the re-organization of the pot-
ted plants in a neighbors’ garden during 
the wee hours of the night, to the taking 
out of an advert in the local paper re-
garding your work colleagues 
(fictitious) home-brothel. 
Although the majority of those born 
under Aries are good people, like any 
star-sign or McDonald's meal, there are 
also bad nuggets. If you yourself are a 
murderous psychopath you will know 
this to be true because, whilst you might 
not have been born an Arien, the voices 
in your head were. 

Taurus 
Whilst occasionally malodorous, Taure-
ans are known for their good sense of 
humor and their ability to laugh at the 
strangest things, even funny horoscopes. 
Of particular use in a Taureans faculties, 
is his/her ability to pick winning lottery 
numbers. Regarding this, science tells 
us that Taureans are at least as likely as 
other lucky people to win often and 
plentifully. Taurus generally likes to 
think they have "lucky numbers" and 
they are usually between 1 and 20. Most 
restaurants are owned by Taureans and 
some of these are very successful. Other 
popular occupations for Taureans in-
clude: teachers, doctors, waste-disposal-
experts, climbers, builders, plumbers, 
computer programmers, funeral direc-

tors and Ronald McDonald impersona-
tors. 

Gemini 
Most astrologers agree that Gemini are 
born with a duality of nature. Doctors 
are known to mistake this fact for 
schizophrenia often leading to hilarious 
consequences. Clearly not all Gemini 
are thus afflicted, many are charming, 
social and intelligent characters who 
would not like to scoop out both your 
eyes with a spoon.  
Dates are important to Geminiians and it 
is rare that a Gemini will ever forget a 
birthday, anniversary or any other occa-
sion on which they can purposefully 
avoid sending a greeting card or present. 

Cancer 
Television often plays an integral role in 
the cancerian lifestyle, either as a pro-
ducer, an actor, or as an avid viewer. 
Whilst happy to involve themselves in 
the lives of others, vicariously through 
television, Cancerians are also very ac-
tive in the game of life, and enjoy living 
"to the max". Cancerians are probably 
the best bunch of people to be around, 
although cynics will point out that this 
is because they'll do all the crazy funny 
stuff whilst we watch and laugh. 

Leo 
Leo - the lion! Strong, powerful, mas-
terly - the Leo has an awesome respon-
sibility to take care of all of us, in the 
same way that Super Heroes have a re-
sponsibility to use their powers for 
good. Of course, some super-heroes go 
bad and turn into evil arch-enemies of 
the good super-heroes, and the same is 
true of Leo. Those born in Leo have a 
tendency to find themselves in trouble, 
they are as corruptible as they are pow-
erful and will seek to gain an advantage 
in any way possible, either in business 
(for example, loansharking) or love (a 
relationship between two people). 

Virgo  
Virgos are often found in the limelight, 
seeking attention and fame. However, 
all this comes at a price because Virgo 
are also the least well-to-do of the star 
signs, often impoverished and to be 
found lying on the streets in their own 
vomit and cheap booze. Virgo will al-
ways be up for any challenge but find 
themselves pushed too hard, too often 
and eventually burn out. Virgos are fair 
minded but irrational regarding certain 

things like war and peace, or fact and 
fiction. This duality of nature is similar 
to that of Gemini except for the rabid 
foaming-at-the-mouth kind of behavior 
that you tend to see in Gemini if you 
happen to eat the last chocolate in the 
box. 

Libra  
Generally Librans are against things, 
which can make them pretty miserable 
and at the same time fairly interesting. 
Until they become tiresome. Danger is 
around every corner for the Libran, and 
whilst it is usually a paranoia and not 
true at all, the Libran finds it very diffi-
cult to turn off that worried side of their 
persona. Which is understandable, 
really, because as far as we can tell, 
everyone is out to get them. However, 
paranoia only gets the Libran to stay, 
trapped forever, in the house - not a 
great problem in itself. No, it's more 
what drives him to shudder in the cup-
board that remains a mystery. 

Scorpio 
Scorpions are most often very prim and 
proper, not enjoying fart jokes or Calvin 
and Hobbes "pissing" pictures. Whilst 
they do a sense of humour, Scorpio is 
the star-sign most likely to use the 
phrase "I have a very good sense of hu-
mour, it's you that doesn't". Scorpio also 
tends to have a very poor sense of time, 
often losing it altogether. Whilst this 
does mean that Scorpions are one of the 
most likely star-signs to be late for a 
meeting, it also accounts for the alarm-
ing statistic that 47% of all recorded 
alien-abductees are Scorpions. All Scor-
pions are required by law to have a tat-
too of a scorpion placed on the small of 
their back or on one of their shoulders. 

Sagittarius 
Sagittarians are well known for their 
eloquence and plain speaking. Most 
Sagittarians are excellent orators and are 
usually called upon to create the kinds 
of speeches that have gone down in his-
tory. In particular, Bill Pullman's Inde-
pendence Day speech in the blockbuster 
film Independence Day is a stunning 
reminder to all sagittarians about "how 
it is done". Sagittarius are likely to be 
least offended when you mistake them 
for an aging rock star, and most sagitari-
ans are pleased that you noticed them at 
all. 
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By: Maja Florsic 
 
A man stumbles up to the only other patron in a bar and asks if he 
   could buy him a drink. 
   "Why of course," comes the reply. 
   The first man then asks: "Where are you from?" 
   "I'm from Ireland," replies the second man. 
   The first man responds: "You don't say, I'm from 
Ireland too! Let's 
   have another round to 
   Ireland." 
   "Of course," replies the second man. 
   Curious, the first man then asks: "Where in Ireland 
are you from?" 
   "Dublin," comes the reply. 
   "I can't believe it," says the first man. "I'm from 
Dublin too! Let's 
   have another drink to 
   Dublin." 
   "Of course," replies the second man. 
   Curiosity again strikes and the first man asks: "What school did you 
   go to?" 
   "Saint Mary's," replies the second man, "I graduated in '62." 
   "This is unbelievable!", the first man says. "I went to Saint Mary's 
   and I graduated in '62, 
   too!" 
   About that time in comes one of the regulars and sits down at the bar. 
   "What's been going 
   on?" he asks the bartender. 
   "Nothing much," replies the bartender. "The O'Mally twins are drunk 
   again." 
 

Jokes 

Capricorn  
Capricornians - the most gentle of all 
the star signs, always ready to help a 
friend in need without secretly eyeing 
their partner or wallet. Capricorns are 
also particularly gifted when it comes to 
flag folding and often make the best 
Scouts. When choosing a friend you can 
do no wrong in picking a Capricorn, 
they are always there when you need to 
mooch and even though they are wise 
fellows and will attempt to steer you in 
a positive direction, they are also weak 
willed and will bail you out as much as 
you need. 

Aquarius 
Aquarians are one of the most liberated 
zodiac signs, as you might imagine. 
With their hearts free of fear and anxi-
ety, they can instead fill them with love, 
desire and a need to replace their furni-
ture every 6 to 8 months. Aquarians 
require love and devotion and will grow 
sulky and moping if not centre of atten-
tion. The best way to keep an Aquarian 
happy is to walk around with a flag that 
says "You're No. 1!" or "I can't believe 
my luck that I'm with you!". 

Pisces 
Pisces are to astrology what the Vulcans 

are to Star Trek. They are the peace-
keepers, devoid of any true spirit, and 
least likely to form meaningful relation-
ships. OK, Pisceans aren't all that bad, 
but they do tend to be the more mellow 
kind of people. A piscaen is always 
ready with a friendly suggestion or apo-
thegm, depending on the mood and is 
one of the more benign star-signs whilst 
driving. We would all do well to behave 
like a Piscean every so often - the world 
would be a gentler place. 

Horoscope (continued) 
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Submitted by: Maja Florsic 
 

 
 

Jokes 

The Messenger staff  
 

encourages our readers to  
 

send their comments in  
 

letters to the editor.   
 

E-mail: katya.ivanova@yahoo.com  
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Sports Schedule 
 

The hours below are available at the  
Veterinary College gym (across the square) 

for student use: 
 

Friday 
 

Football: 4:00 - 5:30 
Basketball: 5:30 - 7:00 


