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Sebastian Peshty 
Jacky Kormann: 
Moving to Budapest has been nothing short of an adventure. It is very different from the United States. 
It has proven itself to be filled with culture and history. It is certainly never boring. I have really come 
to love this place. There is always something new to see and do. I look forward to meeting new people 
from around the world and experiencing everything the city has to offer. 
 
 
 

Lars Ravenholt Hankin: 
Well the main thing I expect to get out of my whole Budapest trip is to experience living in a dif-
ferent culture. I have been to many different countries in my life but have never really gotten to 
understand what its like to be a native. I want to understand what life for the average Hungarian/
Budapester is so I can leave with a greater appreciation of what it is to be a true Hungarian living 
in this wonderful city. 

 
Catlin Buckland: 
I‘ve never left the USA so I was excited to be surrounded by different architecture. I want to become 
more independent after my experience studying abroad in Budapest and more aware of my heritage. 

 I didn‘t know too much about the 
culture when I arrived here.  I hope 
by the time I leave I have a better 
understanding of where I came 
from and who I am. 

60 Seconds: What do you expect from Budapest? 

Spring Happenings  
 
Kaitie Welch  
 
        Shockingly enough, only March, April and May remain 
in the academic year here at McDaniel. As the time is 
passing quickly (where did February go?), students may 
want to keep certain upcoming events in mind in order not to 
let them accidently slide by.  
        Kicking off March is visiting Professor Peter Craig's 
Open Forum on Heavy Metal Pollutants. It is to be held on 
March 4, the forum will begin at 17:45 (Room 220) and will 
focus on the effects of Cadmium, Mercury, and Uranium on 
personal and environmental health and the potential ways to 
mediate the toxicity of such.   

 On March 5 students have the 
chance to catch a conference at the 
Italian Institute of Culture; 1989  The 
Year of Change, which begins at 9:00 
and runs through till 16:00.  More 
details can be found on the conference 
poster that currently hangs on the 

McDaniel information board.      
 Wrapping up March are the Dinner International and 
Talent Show. Specific dates and times are yet to be 

announced, but these events promise to be ones that students 
will want to watch out for (perhaps someone can convince 
The Messenger's own Sina Farhadi and Sebastian Pesthy to 
perform...) 
        April 22nd is the tentative date for the semester's second 
open forum, entitled Depression. The forum will examine the 
different definitions of the term depression, with faculty 
speakers from multiple fields (i.e. economics, history and 
psychology) coming together to share their academic 
expertise and attempt to connect the threads of this term in a 
modern world.  
        The Blonde Hurricane is making another round at the 
National Theatre on April 24th at 19:00. This delightful 
Madhouse-produced brain-tickle is making only one 
appearance in the month of April and may be the only 
chance this spring to find out the answers to some of life's 
most annoying questions.  
 The second McDaniel Research Prize is scheduled to 
take place on May 6. Students are asked to keep eyes and 
ears open for more information through The Messenger. 
 Lastly for May, there are the announced, but as of yet, 
unscheduled Boat Ride down the Danube and Picnic in the 
Parking Lot. The Messenger will surely carry more specific 
information about these events  
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Meet Peter Craig 
Chelsea Blair 
 
 The Messenger had a chance to sit 
down with visiting professor Peter Craig 
who is teaching Environmental Chemis-
try and the Science 
of Cooking this se-
mester. The native 
of New Zealand and 
father of three-year 
old twins is a self-
described ‘natural 
explorer’ and in the 
interview he gives 
some of his many thoughts on adjusting 
to Budapest, his upcoming open forum, 
Blackboard, and what he thinks of the 
local delicacies. 
Messenger: Is this your first time in 
Europe? 
Peter Craig: “No, second time, the first 
time was in 2002. I was in Germany for 
a wedding. It was mostly just the wed-
ding but I did a kind of circle tour of 
Germany. On the bottom half of the tour 
we went from Dresden over to Prague. 
That was an interesting experience, past 
the Iron Curtain, or what used to be the 
Iron Curtain.” 
M: Are you adjusting to Budapest? 
PC: “ I think so, we have gotten a regular 
customer card at the drugstore DM, and 
we are collecting points quite quickly. 
Things are going well. The food is hit 
and miss, some things are wonderful and 
other things are not so good.” 
M: How do you find shopping here? 
PC: “ We do A LOT of shopping. It’s 
kind of a love/hate relationship, I enjoy it 
because you get to explore and see dif-
ferent things, but it’s also kind of tedious 
because it’s everyday. It’s all logistics, I 
go with the two little ones and if they are 
in a good mood its fabulous, but if 
they’re not its horrific. I take my little 
old lady bag with me and we drop off 
our recycling and we go to the supermar-
ket after that.” 
M: What is the weirdest or most 
shocking thing in Budapest you have 
seen so far? 
PC:  “Despite whatever the temperature 
is the children here are bundled up like it 

is Antarctica, they wear hats, gloves, and 
two jackets—they look like little Mich-
elin Men. There is only one situation in 
which I have had interactions with Hun-
garians: when they see a kid that is not 
appropriately attired they will make a big 
point of coming over to tell us that we 
are not properly dressing them. Other-
wise everyone is very relaxed, but kids 
and their attire in regards to the cold—
it’s the funniest thing.”  
M: What else do you have planned for 
while you are over here? 
PC: “My mom is coming to visit and we 
are going to Vienna on the May Day 
weekend and a friend is going to visit 
from Seattle. I’m looking forward to 
going on the school trip to Pécs; it will 
be fun to get out of the city and, in a 
sense, get out of my immediate environ-
ment, and see what the country is like. 
We would like to travel more but that’s 
about it unfortunately, with a family, a 
job and other responsibilities.”          
M: Can you tell me a bit about your 
presentation to the faculty about 
Blackboard?        
PC: “I’m going to address how to use 
the thing, we might get as far as how the 
discussion board works, or show how if 
a teacher puts a grade in, students can 
access it anytime they like, or the an-
nouncement system and how you can use 
a digital drop box so you don’t have to 
print anything out. Students can submit 
their homework to the drop box and it 
gives a date time stamp that shows when 
it was actually submitted, so if you made 
the deadline the system would know 
immediately. I’ve used Blackboard for 
quite a few years and it has been very 
useful as a way to interact with students. 
It has become a basic premise for class 
interaction and as a way to have a course 
propelled, it serves as a face of the 
course, other than just a book.  As a 
teacher, you’re old, and you are always 
getting older, students come in and they 

are always the same age and they absorb 
certain traditional values in high school. 
They have this big association with a 
physical book. They have trouble going 
beyond that traditional model despite the 
fact that they are on facebook or blog-
ging, and it’s going to be very interesting 
to see if that bridge [to different tech-
nologies] can be made for the students. 
In some courses I teach, I won’t actually 
have a book, it will be a series of web-
sites that we will investigate, or the lab 
manual for a class will be on Black-
board, or the class might be a discussion- 
based class and the discussions will be 
held on an online discussion board inside 
the class’s portal for Blackboard.”      
M: Rumour has it that you will be 
holding an open forum for students, 
what will it be about?      
PC: “The talk is going to be about, in 
very general terms, problems concerning 
heavy metals, and why should we care or 
worry about them. The major source for 
heavy metal pollutants at the moment are 
computers. When they get obsolete, they 
end up in places like China, Nigeria, or 
Ghana. People will try to process the 
heavy metals out of them, the gold the 
silver, and anything else that they can get 
out, and the liquid solvent they use they 
pour into the ground has effects on all 
sorts of health issues. So that’s the bad, 
but I will also try to look at the good, 
like how can we actually remove this 
from our environments in as much of a 
benign way as possible, and also if we 
can actually recycle these products. The 
biggest relationship between heavy met-
als and humans that I am going to em-
phasize involves cadmium, and smoking.                   
M: What do you think about Unicum?
PC: “It was terrifying initially, I have 
had a few thimbles, and it actually does 
help do what it’s supposed to do, help 
with digestion. It’s kind of curious.” 
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Oscar Night Was Quite the Curious Case for 

Benjamin Button 
 
Clare Farrell 

 On Sunday, February 22nd, 
the 81st Annual Oscars were held in 
Los Angeles, California. What 
started in 1927 as a small gathering 
is now an event which is beamed to 
millions of viewers around the 
world. One of the best parts of this 
event is the opening. In 1998, Billy 
Crystal hosted the Oscars; he was 
shown in various scenes, poking fun 
at the nominated movies for that 

year, like the movie Titanic. This year Hugh Jackman hosted 
the event, and one memorable moment this year was his 
dance number.     

The award for Best Picture recognizes the best films 
of the particular year. The members of the Academy, various 
actors, directors, and others who are part of it, vote on who 
they think should win. This year the following movies were 
up for the award: The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, 
Frost/Nixon, Milk, The Reader and Slumdog Millionaire.  

Even though The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
did not win Best Picture it is still well worth a watch. Yahoo 
Movie sums up the movie well: “adapted from the short story 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald about a man who is born in his eighties 
and ages backwards: a man, like any of us, who is unable to 
stop time...” The make-up in this movie is phenomenal, and 
both the leading actors in the film, Brad Pitt and Cate 
Blanchett, are convincing when they are supposed to be 
much older than their actual ages.  One entertainment news 
source reported that  Brad Pitt's make-up of an 80-year-old 
was so realistic that it shocked his father when he visited him 
on the set.” 

Peter Corrado, a junior from the main campus who 
is studying abroad this semester here in Budapest, com-
mented: “It was a neat story and I liked the narrative style. 
Most of the plot was conveyed through flashbacks which 
explained the present situation”. 

If you want to check what times it is playing at your 
loca theater, try this website: http://www.palacecinemas.hu 

 
In addition to Clare Farrell’s article about the Oscar nomi-
nation, Tom Fried and Sebastian Pesthy reviewed two mov-
ies, which come from Germany and Israel and were both 
nominated for an international Oscar this year.  
 
Der Baader-Meinhof Komplex 

 
Sebastian Peshty 
 
 Der Baader-Meinhof Komplex is 
a movie that deals with German history, 
but not the typical German history that 
is shown in movies from World War II. 
It is about the revolution of the young 
German society in the late 1960’s and 

early 1970’s. The movie tells the true story about the terrorist 
organization “RAF.” The movie deals especially with the 
beginnings of the organization and certain main characters:  
Andreas Bader, played by Moritz Bleibtreu, and Ulrike 
Meinhof, the founder of the RAF, played by Martina Gedeck. 
The film shows which methods the German terrorists, who 
were mainly students of elite German Universities, used to 
get rid of the post-war society, a society which still had many 
politicians who had worked under Adolf Hitler in World War 
II. The terrorist’s aim was to get rid of them and to set up a 
new Socialist government. 
 It was a very expensive film to make and it has several 
special effects such as explosions, wild shootings, car crashes 
etc. It is almost unbelievable that this move is based on a true 
story, but being that there are many witnesses to these ac-
counts it is possible to say that the movie is made very realis-
tically. It received two nominations for Best Foreign Film at 
this year’s Golden Globe Awards and Oscar Awards. 
  

Waltz With Bashir 

Tom Fried 

 The Israeli director, 
Ari Folman created “Waltz 
With Bashir,” a documen-
tary film about his experi-
ence from the first Lebanon 
War in 1982 and from the 
night of massacres in the refugee camps in Sabra and Shatila.  
   The film starts with a friendly conversation 
between Ari and one of his childhood friends, Boaz, who 
tells him about a recurring dream that 26 dogs are running 
after him on the streets of Tel-Aviv. According to Boaz the 
dogs are the same 26 dogs that he was forced to shoot at the 
beginning of the war, now they are chasing after him in 
search of revenge. Ari is surprised to realize that although he 
was in the Lebanon War he cannot recall any of the events 
during that time. On his way home after the conversation Ari 
has his first flashback. After that he decides to search for his 
lost memories through conversations with friends, a psy-
chologist, an Israeli war reporter who was covering the mas-
sacre itself, and others who served in the army during that 
time. Ari tries to reveal the truth until he has the whole pic-
ture put together from that time.       
 “Waltz With Bashir” is an animated documentary 
which incorporates all the different aspects of action and 
documentary into one film. It won the Golden Globe for Best 
Foreign Film, was nominated for  the Gold Palm at Cannes 
Film Festival in 2008, and was nominated for Best Foreign 
Film at this year’s Oscar’s.      
 The bizarre title was inspired by one scene when a 
veteran soldier Ari interviews is dancing on a Beirut street 
under heavy enemy fire. The street is festooned with posters 
of Bashir Gemayel, the Christian Prime Minister of Lebanon 
who was assassinated, and because of his assassination it is 
believed that his followers carried out the massacres in the 
refugee camps. It took almost four years to complete the film 
and the film’s score combines classical and 80s music. The 
only part of the film which is not animated shows the results 
of the Sabra and Shatila massacres from archived news foot-
age.  

Culture 
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The New Age of Video Conferencing  

 
Ezekiel Akpan 
 

Daily there are new products introduced to the mar-
ket that help make life simple and easy, and this has touched 
all the major aspects of life, especially communication. Com-
munication is the driving force behind business, schools, 
companies, and organizations. Companies rely on different 
methods to relay information within and outside their net-
work, and one of  these methods is video conferencing. 

Video conferencing is holding a meeting at remote 
locations via transmitted audio and video signals. In the past, 
conferences were held by phone or by physical presence. 
Because of the credit crises that is rocking the world today, 
companies have had to cut down on conferencing in order to 
save money, and as a result, technology companies have 
taken advantage to develop more advanced methods of video 
conferencing to help save the cost of travels.   

There are several different methods for video con-
ferencing: 3G mobile phones with video capability, Skype, 
Apple Ichat, and webcam. Apple Ichat has been on the fore-
front because it offers its users the ability to see, hear and 
share information with more than one person at the same 
time. However, it is only limited to a few because is not 
meant for large numbers of people and all those involved 
must have Apple computers. 

In 2006 a group of computer scientists from the Uni-
versity of Illinois developed a new type of video conferenc-

ing in 3D called Tele-immersive Environments for Every-
body or TEEVE. It is a multi-tier application that uses 3D 
cameras to capture images, and through the Internet, it com-
presses and decompresses the image thereby creating 3D 
video streams and a display on a screen. Today the technol-
ogy has been perfected and has gone beyond the screens. 
During the 2008 American presidential election CNN used 
35 high definition cameras to create a hologram of their re-
porter in the election field and beamed it to their newsroom. 
A hologram is a 3D image reproduced from a pattern of inter-
ference produced by a split coherent beam of radiation. This 
process can be done from anywhere around the world, but it 
is extremely expensive.  

Today, more technology companies have come up 
with cheaper and easy ways to create holographic video con-
ference, thereby marking it perfect for a large business con-
ference with an audi-
ence to be conducted 
without the physical 
presence of company 
representatives or 
executives, and tak-
ing communication to 
another level. Com-
panies are fast adopt-
ing this new technol-
ogy to help save 
money and maximize 
profits.  

Technology 

Israeli Elections—Past and Present 
 
Tom Fried 
 
 Since 1996 elections for the Israeli prime minister 
have taken place every three years, although governments 
can last for four years before a mandatory election. Due to 
political instability during the past 12 years Israel has held no 
less than five elections; 1999, 2001, 2003, 2006, 2009. 
 Benyamin Netanyahu, the chairman for the Likud 
party, was elected prime minister in 1996 after a tight battle 
against Shimon Peres, the then leader of the Labour Party. 
Peres was then acting as the prime minister de facto after the 
assassination of the prime minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. 
Netanyahu stayed in the highest position in Israeli politics 
for three years and in the 1999 election he lost to the Labor 
Party. 
 In 2001 elections for Prime Minister were held be-
tween Ehud Barak, Labor Party and Ariel Sharon, Likud 
party. Sharon won and led Israel into an important era, after 
general elections for the Knesset (Israeli parliament) until the 
beginning of 2006. He also made the historic decision of 
pulling Israelis out of the Gaza strip. After this, Sharon had 
lost support for his party, but he then founded the centrist 
party Kadima, which means ‘forward.’ Ehud Olmert later 
replaced Sharon after he went into a coma from a severe 

stroke. Olmert built a coalition together with the Labor party 
but questionable ministerial appointments led Israel into a 
period of what many Israelis feel was the worst period of 
their history. In the summer of 2008 Olmert stepped down 
from leadership and Tzipi Livni was voted into leadership.
 The Knesset has 120 seats and the leader of the party 
or coalition of parties with the highest number of seats is the 
prime minister. A coalition can be built by at least two par-
ties and the support of at least 61 members. The Knesset 
enacts laws, supervises the government activities and it is 
empowered to select or remove the president.   
 Excluding the big three parties, Labor, Kadima, and 
Likud, smaller parties are also elected into the Knesset. 
These smaller parties are created and dissolved every few 
years. For example, the Gimlayim party represents elderly 
people, won 12 seats in 2006 and they were part of the coali-
tion, but in the last election they did not receive any seats. 
 In this recent election Kadima took 28 seats, Likud  
27, Labor 13, and the extreme right wing party Israel 
Beytenu won 15. At the time of printing both Likud and 
Kadima are trying to build their own coalitions, and the 
President Shimon Peres has chosen Netenyahu to be the 
prime minister. We will see next month which government 
Israel will have.  


