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Street-sleepers 

 
Kaitie Welch  

 
 In a world where homeless people have a 

bad reputation and in an economy where they have little 
chance of getting on their financial feet, what would it take 
to help a body off of the street and into a normal life 
again?  

 “The Big Chance” or “A Nagy Lehetoség” 
in its rightful Hungarian, is a reality show that takes twelve 
people off of the streets and attempts to re-establish them 

with employment, a place to live, 
and a new sense of self.   
  
While the shows aims to be ethical 
and ingenuous, the question it 
raises is valid: when money that 
goes to funding a broadcast like 
that could go to assisting many 

more than twelve people—how does one make the jump 
from assisting twelve to assisting 
more than twelve thousand?  
Estimates range widely about 
how many homeless people re-
side in Budapest. In one investi-
gation, the surveyors spent one 
evening combing the inner and 
outer districts and declared that 
there were no more than 800 
homeless in the city. Other agen-

cies claim that 
there may be as 
many as 50,000— 
which is the 
amount that is 
sometimes claimed 
for the homeless 
population count in 
all of Hungary. The 
number may never 
be known because there are many fluctuating variables that  
could account for different estimates, such as the weather 
or the fact that some people may rely on seasonal work for 
income and could only be without a roof for a part of the 
year. But, for the time being its enough to know that they 
are here, they all have names, and they do need help.  

Numerous shelters exist throughout the city—
usually coordinated through the Budapest City Council and 
run by different charities. The problem usually boils down 
to keeping bodies in beds long enough for assistance pro-
grams to get more than just topically involved. Many 
homeless have a severe distrust of other homeless and will 
leave shelters in order to find their own safe territory. They 
also usually have alcohol problems, not necessarily 
brought on by but supported by idea that alcohol is the 
only way to stay warm on the coldest of nights. So the 
issue comes to hand when a body takes up residence in a 
shelter for a few days, begins to collect belongings and 
waits to find a job or a real place to live.   

Luckily, the warmer weather is coming. In Janu-
ary alone as many as thirty people froze to death in Buda-
pest. And while it may sometimes feel like a problem, the 
signs of increased homeless in the summer months is a 
good one – it means they are alive and still have a chance. 
In the meantime, think twice when you walk into a Kai-
ser’s to buy your groceries. A piece of fruit may cost you 
very little, but it may be the only food that whoever you 
give it to has eaten that day. A little makes a difference 
here.   
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TOEFL: Fulfill the Requirements 

 
John Meyers 
 
 As is customary in any liberal 
arts college, there are a few 
requirements that need to be fulfilled 
before one can graduate. Being that we 
attend an American college in the heart 
of Budapest, and we have students 
representing twenty-one different 
countries of the world, it may seem 
obvious that speaking English is one 
of the standard requirements that 
must be met. The preferred test that 
is found to most accurately measure 
an individual’s language proficiency 
is the Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) test. 
 All students should know that 
it is now a requirement for non-
native English-speaking students to 
take and pass the TOEFL by the 
beginning of their fifth semester; 
otherwise, they are automatically 
enrolled in a TOEFL intensive 
semester. Such a semester is 
composed of two TOEFL related 
courses (each worth two credits), and 
only two regular four credit courses. 
In the event that a student has not 
managed to satisfy the requirement by 
the end of the fifth semester, then their 
next semester will also be TOEFL 
intensive, but to a slightly lesser 
degree.  
 The TOEFL sixth semester is 
made up of three regular courses and 

four additional hours of TOEFL related 
courses weekly. Semesters continue in 
this manner until the student is able to 
reach the required mark of 213 (550 on 
the paper-based version).  
 As an incentive, the new 
TOEFL related courses being offered 
are worth credits, just as any other 
course. 
 This is all extremely important 

due to the fact that, as of the fall of 
2007, every student who enters 
McDaniel’s program is required to 
study for at least one semester on the 
main campus. In order to do this, 
students must already have passed the 
TOEFL with satisfactory marks. This 
is not just a demand on McDaniel’s 

part, it is a demand of the United States 
government—students who have not 
passed the TOEFL exam will not 
receive a student visa! 
 It is only in a student’s best 
interest to fulfill this requirement as 
soon as possible. It is highly 
recommended that students at least 
take the exam within their first year at 
the school. Pass or fail, at least a 
student will know where they stand 
and what they need to work on. This 
would also allow for a student to avoid 
the mandadtory TOEFL intensive 
process. And these are not the only 
advantages; if a student improves his 
or her English to the degree that they 
are able to receive satisfactory marks 
on the TOEFL test, then academic life 
will be that much easier due to the fact 
that their English has improved. The 
format of the test gives the student the 
chance to demonstrate several 
important skills. To take the TOEFL, 
one must be able to work under 
pressure, be organized, and manage his 
or her time in an efficient manner, all 
of which are important skills in adult 
life. 
 In conclusion, it is best not to 
wait. Students should take the TOEFL 
and get it out of the way. If you still 
need to fulfill the requirement, think 
about getting it done as soon as 
possible.  
 
      Good Luck! 

 
Daylight Savings Time will occur on Sunday 
March 29th. Turn your clocks forward one 
hour to avoid coming to school an hour late.  
 
“Spring Forward and Fall Backward” - An 
easy way to remember that you must turn your 
clocks forward an hour in spring time and 
back an hour in the autumn.  

Daylight Savings Time (DST) was first enacted in 1915 in 
Germany, although it was suggested by Benjamin Franklin 
in the late 18th century. The practice was meant to promote 
saving energy. As the days started grow longer in the 
spring, it seemed a good idea to wake up earlier to use that 
daylight instead of sleeping through it—in that case you 
would not have to use as much electricity, or as many can-
dles.  

Notice 
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Health 
Flue Time 

 
Sebastian Pesthy & Tom Fried  
 
 

 This is for everyone who 
caught the winter flu in this still very 
young and fresh spring semester 
2009.  Of course all of us have had 
the flu at one time or another. All of 
us also know how annoying it is to be 
sick. Usually it feels like you have 
been run over by a truck; you have a 
high fever, your bones hurt and you 

are really sleepy. Usually you lie at home in your bed and 
suffer, trying to think of something else besides the pain in 
your throat.  
 
Here are the top five tips of what to do if you get the flu 
again! 
 
 1. According these authors, you do really have to try 
to sweat out the sickness. One might think, “How can we 
start sweating in bed?” But it’s not what you are thinking. It 
is more about getting liquids into your body, and hot liquids 
work particularly well: soup, warm tea with honey and 
lemon. But to tell the truth there are also some secret recipes 
from Grandma’s cupboard… 
 For a bad cold pull a beer out of the fridge and wait to 
drink it when it is at room temperature. You may laugh but it 
really works.  

 For a sore throat, put four egg yolks into four cups of 
milk, boil them, and add six spoonfuls of honey. Mix it until 
it blends together and drink it warm. One may also add some 

Brandy to the mix-
ture. It will make 
you feel absolutely 
healthy! 
 2. Of course 
you also have to 
give your body a 
chance to chill out 
and relax. First, try 
to find a cozy, com-
fortable and quiet spot. Second, start thinking about some-
thing else besides being sick (mind over matter!).  Some dis-
tracting activities include annoying friends who are “msn” or 
“Skype.” Beware: after a day or two your contact lists may 
look smaller. 
 3. Another possibility is to simply watch TV. It is 
probably a really good idea as long as you are able to under-
stand Hungarian or if you have digital Television. If you do 
not understand Hungarian or do not have any TV channel in 
your language what can you do?  
 4. There is one big solution that everyone will love…
start to study! Some might say that it is not possible to study 
if you feel sick cannot concentrate. But once you start to read 
it is sometimes not possible to stop thinking about the subject 
you are concentrating on. 
 5. Sometimes it also helps to wear the thickest jacket 
you own and take a walk outside. Of course it is dangerous if 
you do not have the right equipment to wear for such an ex-
cursion out of your bed for some fresh air. You can tell that 
you are wearing the right amount of clothing if you look in 
the mirror and you can only see your nose and eyes. Of 
course you may resemble a bank robber, but as long as your 
destination is not the bank around the corner you are set to go 
for a walk. 
 The best advice is prevention. But a part of prevention 
is trying to avoid any contact with the rest of the society. 
These authors had the feeling that the risk of catching the flu 
is worth going out to go to school! 
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Food  
 

Nigerian Cuisine 
 
Cynthai Nwaiwu 

 
 The opportunity to explore the variety of sumptu-
ous dishes in Nigeria is a great one, not to be missed. 
Nigeria is one of the most populous nation in Africa, with 
over 250 ethnic groups. It follows, of course, that there 
are  different tribes, languages and  even styles of food. 
In a quick survey The Messenger asked five Nigerian 
students what their favourite dish from home is: Ezekiel 
Akpan said his favourite is afang soup with fufu, Idowu 
Bamidele enjoys pounded yam and edikiakong soup. 
Stephen Ampey loves amala and egusi or efo, Ebiere 
Osusu said vegetable banga or pepper soup with anything 
to go with it apart from garri and Chiamaka Onyeaghala 
likes yam porridge with sweet potatos, beans, plantains, 
rice and stew with plantain, yam and egg, fried potatoes, 
moi moi and pap, bean cake and pap, roasted plantain and 
fish, bread, tea and fried egg, jollof rice and many more. 
She also stated commented that as long as the food is 
tasty and has pepper in it, she would eat it. With the few 

dishes listed above, there could possibly be an explana-
tion of what Nigerian cuisine is like. 
 
Afang soup 
This soup can be prepared with meat, fish, crayfish, pep-
per, palmoil and vegetables like ukazi and waterleaf, salt, 
and magi. It can be served with pounded yam, garri, rice 
flour, Fufu (made from cassava) and so on. Edikaikong is 
another name for Afang soup. 

 
Egusi soup 
(pictured 
left)  
Egusi is a 
melon seed 
that is used to 
thicken the 
soup. This 
kind of soup 
can also be 
prepared and 
eaten with 

same kind foods as with afang soup. The only difference 
is that just the one type of vegetable of your choice can 
be used for the soup. Most common is bitter leaf or 
pumpkin leaf. 
 
Efo riro (pictured right) 
This kind of soup is mostly 
common with the Yorubas, 
prepared with a particular 
type of vegetable called 
green. It is mostly served 
with amala. Amala is made 
from yam extracts. 
 
Banga soup 
Its significance is in the preparation: you use the oil ex-
tract you get from palm friut. 
 
Pepper soup 
This is a form of light soup, with lots of pepper in it. You 
can also reduce the amount of pepper depending on the 
way you want it. 
 

 
Jollof rice (pictured left) 
Nigerians usually eat parboiled  
rice. This is prepared with tomato 
sauce, meat stock, maggi, salt, 
onion, groundnut oil, curry and 
also vegetables like carrot and 
green peas. 
 
 

 
Porridges 
Made from yam, sweet potatoes, and plantain, served 
with beans. 
 
Moi moi 
This is made from ground beans boiled. It can be served 
with pap (made 
from corn) or 
custard. 
 
Bean cake 
(Akara) 
(pictured right) 
 This also made 
from beans but 
fried until 
cooked. 
  
 
 These are few of the very many filling dishes in 
this great country with diverse cultural heritage. I would-
n’t mind if any of you would like to try any of this meals, 
it’s long lasting in the memory, and when you taste it, 
you crave more. 



McDaniel College 6 The Messenger 

 

Culture 
A Fun Flick 

 
Clare Farrell 
 

 “Burn After Reading”, the new Coen brothers 
movie, is a great flick, a combination comedy and crime 
thriller. The critics liked it: according to Yahoo movies, the 
average grade the critics give is a B. The movie has an ex-
cellent cast, including Brad Pitt, Frances McDormand (she 
is married to one of the Coen Brothers, who wrote, pro-
duced, and directed the movie) and George Clooney. A 
movie site describes the basic plot: “An ousted CIA 
official's memoir accidentally falls into the hands of two 
unwise gym employees intent on exploiting their find.” 

Brad Pitt and Frances McDormand play the two 
gym employees who try to blackmail the CIA agent, who is 
played by John Malkovich. They find a computer disk in 
the locker room, and think it is full of valuable classified 
information with which they could make a fortune through 
extortion. Chad Feldheimer, who is played by Brad Pitt, is 
not “the brightest crayon in the box”, and he and Linda 
Litzke (Frances McDormand) could not be dumber as they 
put together their blackmail plot. For example, Brad Pitt 
wearing a suit and shades, rides a bicycle to the location 
where he will begin to blackmail Malkovich. You will 

laugh at the plotters who think they are being clever when 
actually they are being shockingly stupid.  

The movie satirizes people in government careers 
living in the Washington,  D.C. area, specifically 
Georgetown.  George Clooney is obsessed with sex and 
constantly trolls the Internet. McDormand’s character 
wants cosmetic surgery because she is obsessed about 
getting older. Brad Pitt is especially hilarious in his role as 
a personal trainer 
who never grew up.  
Malkovich plays an 
alcoholic with a huge 
ego.  The movie 
savagely depicts 
America’s baby 
boom generation as it 
moves awkwardly 
toward old age. 

It is now 
available on DVD 
and is well worth 
watching. 

Sports 
Sports Update 

 
Jenai Towuru 
 
Cricket 

 The game of cricket and 
cricketers in Pakistan have come 
under recent threat from militants 
in there. Recently, the Sri 
Lankan cricket team was at-
tacked by armed assailants. For-
tunately, the cricketers escaped 
with minor injuries, though there 
were other casualties. The con-
tinued cricket tour of Pakistan 
has been thrown into doubt as 
several cricket teams have with-

drawn their bid to participate in the tour despite assurances 
by the Pakistani government that security will be improved 
and tightened. 
 
Football 
Undoubtedly, this year’s football season has been one of 
the most thrilling indeed. Manchester United is still top of 
the Premier League table with Liverpool and Chelsea trail-
ing closely behind. Arsenal is lagging behind in fifth place 
with Aston Villa occupying fourth place in what has been 
for them one of the most spectacular seasons in decades. 
Blackburn, Middlesbrough, and West Brom are in the rele-
gation zone. 

In the Spanish La Liga Barcelona and Real Madrid are bat-
tling it out for the top spot with Real trailing Barca with six 
points. 
The Bundesliga is quite interesting this season with Hertha 
Berlin occupying the top spot on the table. Four points 
separate the league leaders from the second, third, and 
fourth spot. The race to the title promises to be an exciting 
one. 
The Series A is winding up to look very familiar, with the 
regulars occupying the top three spots. Internazionale leads 
the table with Juventus and Milan occupying the second 
and third positions. In the meantime, David Beckham’s 
loan spell at Milan has proved to be very rewarding as both 
his club, the LA Galaxy and Milan have agreed to extend 
his loan deal. 
 

Tennis 
 Rafael Nadal sealed off an ef-
fortless win for Spain after seeing off a 
sluggish Serbian side in the Davis Cup. 
His win underscores Spain’s dominance 
in the world of tennis though it was on 
Nadal’s favorite clay court. Other coun-
tries in the running for the top title in-
clude the USA, Argentina, Israel, Ger-
many, and Russia. Although it is quite 
early to speculate, Spain and Argentina 
should easily make it to the finals. The 

only team that might cause an upset for these two nations is 
the US. 
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Around Campus 

 
Know Your Professor  

 
Kelechi Ajoku 
 
    How well do you know your professors? What about Pro-
fessor Peter Schimert? Do you know what his favorite class 
is? Or what influences the way he grades his students? He 
teaches classes like Modern Political Thought, Western Civi-
lization, introductory classes on political theory and Ameri-
can foreign policy. The Messenger had the chance to inter-
view Professor Peter Schimert. Here is what we found out: 

 

Messenger: When did you start your teaching carrier? 
 
Professor Peter Schimert: I originally started teaching in 
my twenties after I finished college but before I had done 
graduate school, and my first teaching job was teaching Math 
to junior high students. [It was] in Virginia…it’s where the 
Potomac River runs into the Chesapeake Bay, south of 
Washington.  It’s a very rural area.  There, you had to drive 
for an hour to get a red light.  
 
M:Why did you become a teacher?  
 
PS: I have never really thought about it very much. I think 
the first person that ever suggested to me to be a teacher was 
the dean in college. I got in trouble and I had to go see the 
him, and during our conversation he looked at me and said 
“You know I think you would make a pretty good teacher.” 
That was the first time I ever thought of it. I didn’t have it 
planned. I didn’t take education courses in college, but I had 
an opportunity to go teach at this place in Virginia. I really 
enjoyed teaching but I wanted to do it on a higher level, not 
just with junior high students, so I went back to graduate 
school and got a doctorate.  
 
M: Where did you grow up? 
 
PS:  I was born here in Hungary and my family left in 1956 
when I was little, and I grew up in the United States, in the 

Midwest and Northeast. Then I went to college in the South. 
 
M: as a man who has spent a good part of his years in the 
States, do you consider yourself American or Hungarian? 
 
PS: Obviously, I’m some of both, though I have not been to 
the United States since 2000 so it’s almost a decade now that 
I haven’t been back in the States. In some things I’m Ameri-
can and in some others I’m Hungarian. 
 
M: How would you compare your teaching career here in 
Budapest and back in the States? 
 
PS: McDaniel is nice and very interesting. I also teach at a 
Hungarian university in a different program which is organ-
ized in a very different way and the courses work differently. 
McDaniel is very interesting because it’s a small program 
and I know most of the students. From the first couple of 
years we gave out diplomas, I knew every single student in 
the graduating class. It’s kind of a strange feeling. The other 
thing that is interesting that strikes me about McDaniel is 
that we have quite a variety of students, which makes classes 
very different from teaching in the United States or teaching 
in a Hungarian university. 
 
M: Do you find the variety of students difficult or stress-
ful compared to having mono-cultural students? 
 
PS:  I think it’s more interesting when you have variety, but 
that’s just me. I have grown to like it, and I didn’t really 
know what I was getting into when I first started.  
 
M: What did you study at school? 
 
PS: I studied History in college and graduate school. Since 
my specialty has been political history and intellectual his-
tory, this connection with political science and political the-
ory came naturally. 
 
M: How long have you been with McDaniel, and what 
kind of courses do you teach?  
 
PS: I first started teaching in fall of 1996. I taught other 
courses but right now I mostly teach Western Civilization, 
the introductory classes in political theory, American Politi-
cal Thought and American Foreign Policy and senior semi-
nar classes. 
 
M: Which of these classes do you enjoy teaching most? 
 
PS: That’s a god question, it usually depends on my mood, 
but probably the most honest answer is the Western Political 
Thought class. It’s the oldest and the one that I have been 
teaching the longest here and somehow, it has worked out its 
own identity and I enjoy teaching it as much as any of the 
other classes. Continued on next page... 
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Continued from previous page… 
 
M: What influences the way you grade students? 
 
PS:  I am probably like everybody else. I don’t have any one 
particular model. I like to give essay tests because I am con-
vinced that if you can reasonably and intelligently explain 
something to somebody else, chances are you understand it, 
and if you can’t then you probably don’t understand it. I think 
that’s a pretty fair way to evaluate a student’s understanding. 
 
M: What are some of your other hobbies? 
 
PS: My biggest single hobby is sailing, something I have 
mentioned in class. We’ve got a boat on Lake Balaton and in 
about a month the boat will be back on the water and life will 
begin anew, the waiting of winter will be over and we’ll be 
able to go back and enjoy it.  Everybody in the family likes 
water and my family has a history of sailing and we wanted to 
have some sort of enjoyable activity that we do together—
that’s how the sailing came 
 
M: Can you tell me about your family? 
 
PS: I have two sons aged 19 and 11 My older son is about to 

get into medical school. He just missed last year by one point, 
but he passed the upper level chemistry exam in the fall and 
he has to take one more in the spring. I am sure he will do 
very well and I think it will take World War III to prevent him 
from getting accepted—he is pretty much in, and that’s what 
he wants to do. He soon will be working in the emergency 
room here in the hospital in Peterfy Sandor utca. He wants to 
be a surgeon and he wants to be around the operations. As for 
my younger son, right now he is competing in a worldwide 
computer contest for international math day. So he’s sitting 
there solving math problems. My wife runs the bilingual pro-
gram at the International School of Budapest. There is an in-
ternational part of the school which is taught in English, and 
there is the bilingual part which is taught in Hungarian, and 
this is the part that my wife operates. 
 
M: What advices do you  have  for students taking your 
classes ? 
 
PS: Read and take notes and then read over your notes. Come 
to class, contribute to the classroom discussions and say inter-
esting things. 

Around Campus 
Clash of the Essays 

 
Chelsea Blair  

 
 Students will once 
again step onto the scho-
lastic battleground to cru-
sade for the coveted aca-
demic honour better 
known as the McDaniel 
Research Prize.  
 Students will have 

the opportunity to submit a seven to ten page paper on a topic 
from any discipline and have it judged before a panel of read-
ers. The top three papers will be chosen by the panel based 
on the development of ideas, clarity of language, depth of 
analysis, originality and will be presented by the authors at an 
open forum. The three contenders will be judged by a mixed 
panel of students and professors. Last semester’s winner, 
Jenai Towuru, will be given an honorary position on the jury.  
 Last fall, Jenai presented his paper on Electoral Re-
alignment in the 2008 U.S presidential election, a study sug-
gesting that, according to V.O. Key' s model of a realigning 
election, the changes among American voters are more evo-
lutionary than revolutionary and that this election marked the 
start of an electoral realignment in the American populace. 
The two runners up were Dessislava Krasteva with her paper  
“Georgei Markov: A Playwright in a Totalitarian Regime” 
and Esti Luraschi with hers “Social Entrepreneurship: A Case 
Study of LINK-UP, Cameroon, as a Social Enterprise”. Dessi 
commented on her experience with the contest, “It was inter-
esting to see what other people thought of your work outside 
of your professors and people in your field.” Esti also had 
some reflections on her experience last semester and offers 

some advice to prospective entrants, “I really like the idea of 
having a McDaniel Research Prize. I think it ads a certain 
weight to students' work and gets them to evaluate them-
selves in a context other than a classroom situation, where 
research is done mostly for grades. Of course it is competi-
tive and it does get graded in a sense, but the goal is a differ-
ent one. My experience with last semester's McDaniel Re-
search Prize was a good one. In the beginning I didn't want to 
enter, probably due to a lack of confidence and some hesita-
tion as to what I could submit. But I'm happy I did, because I 
ended up being among the three finalists, something I'm very 
proud of! I want to encourage students to submit whatever 
they have, past papers, new ones they wrote for the purpose, 
anything. There is really nothing to lose and a lot to gain.” 
     
 
It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s........an Alumni Mee-

ting!!! 
John Meyers 
 
 It is sad, but true. None of us can study at McDaniel 
College Budapest forever. However, to all those who 
graduate, at least you can leave knowing that you are always 
welcome back. After graduation, some ex-students have 
ventured on to graduate school, and a few have started their 
careers in various occupational lines. If you would like to get 
some great tips on heading out on your own, or if you would 
like the opportunity to catch up with some of your old 
friends, come to the next Alumni Meeting on Wednesday 
March 25 Room 220, at 6:00pm. You can submit questions 
for the alumni to Dr. Adamson in Room 226, and he will pass 
them on.  
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Technology 
Premium Technology 

 
Ezekiel Akpan 
 

Technology and inventions have led to many ways 
through which our endless demand to be in constant com-
munication with others can be achieved at ease. Today, we 
have many ways to communicate, and very commonly peo-
ple use mobile phones.  

We now have phones that can do virtually any-
thing, incorporating even non-verbal communication, in 
effect redefining the way people use their mobile phones.  

As mobile phones become more sophisticated and 
important, security and ease of use becomes a priority for 
phone manufacturers. Recently, Porsche designed a mobile 
phone, the P 9521, which is engineered and manufactured 
by the France-based company Sagem, and has taken into 
account these factors and many more in their mobile 
phones.   

The Porsche mobile phone is a high-end phone, 
and it has all the features to prove it. It boasts 3G, video 
call, camera, touch screen, Bluetooth, music player, and 
GPS. In addition to these features, the phone has 3 distinct 
qualities that differentiate it from others in its class. First, it 
is built out of solid aluminum block for durability, which 
also gives it an expensive look and eliminates the use of 
many screws. Second, the screen is Organic Light Emitting 
Diode (OLED). A noteworthy advantage of OLED over 
traditional liquid crystal displays (LCDs) is that OLEDs do 
not require a backlight to function. As a result, they draw 
far less power and when powered from a battery can oper-
ate longer on the same charge. In addition, the phone de-
tects the amount of light available and compensates auto-
matically so the user can read text even in direct sunlight 
with perfect clarity. Thirdly, there is a biometric finger 

reader, a device that augments normal passwords with the 
fingerprint of a user for convenience. The phone biometric 
finger reader can be used to lock the phone entirely, or just 
some specific functions. In addition, all five fingers can be 
allotted to operate the phones functions, enhancing (or 
complicating) the ease of us. Furthermore, they can be al-
lotted to numbers on speed dial, locking and unlocking the 
phone, accessing messages, and many more.  

These features address security, power and dura-
bility of mobile phones, therefore putting it on top of the 
high-end mobile phones. However, the phone is extremely 
expensive. 
 With all the new features of the phone, The Messen-
ger asked some students about the phone and cost of nearly 
$2000, if they like the phone and would be willing to buy it 
at a premium price. Ruth Odusami comments, “I like the 
phone, its aluminium body and how it rotates 180 degrees. 
Secondly, the phone’s uniqueness and the finger security 
are very cool, and I will like to buy it, because if I have this 
phone my messages and other things will be safe.” Sylvia 
Ubah contests, “even though the phone is unique, I will not 
buy it because is very expensive and I am a student not CIA 
agent.” 

Google Latitude—Keeping Tabs 
on...Everyone…? 

 
Kaitie Welch  
 
 It's strangely eerie when, in the Bourne Trilogy, 
the United States government uses cell phone signals to 
track Bourne's whereabouts. But is it really that far off? On 
February 4th, Google unveiled a program called Latitude 
that allows cell phone users to track each other's locations 
either on the web or by telephone.  
 Here's how it works: users need a Gmail account 
in order to set privacy settings on who can and cannot view 
their location data. Latitude is an opt-in service - this means 
that until individuals choose to activate the program on 
their cell phones or computers they remain undetectable to 
the Average Joe. So good so far, right? But then interest-
ingly enough, Latitude allows its users to fake their location 
to certain or even all contacts (..yikes).  
 With the immediate positives that Google's new 
brainchild brings to the forefront - such as quickly locating 
lost persons, lost cell phones, or even the wayward teen out 
past curfew, it also raises many other upsetting issues. For 

instance, Google's Privacy Policy admits that they "...may 
also share information with third parties in limited circum-
stances...". This turns out to include, "... preventing fraud 
or imminent harm, and ensuring the security of our network 
and services." This raises the question about what measures 
are necessary for "preventing fraud or imminent harm” and 
what is deemed a "security threat"? It also seems confusing 
that Google should allow its users’ information to go to 
third parties in the name of fraud prevention when Latitude 
allows for – and seems to encourage – the falsification of 
information via the cell phone positioning system.  
 There is no doubt that this is the information age. 
People record their every visual or textual thought with 
Twitter and Tumbler, they compulsively update Facebook 
and they have Livejournal to pour their secrets into. 
Google’s Latitude is just another application that will help 
you keep track of your friends in virtually every moment of 
their lives. But maybe, just maybe some of you will shut off 
your computers and your phones for a few days (okay, 
hours at the most) and start to think about not who you’re 
keeping track of, but with a program like this on the market 
– who is keeping track of you?  
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