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Open Forum: US Cultural Affairs 
 
 John O. Balian, Cultural Attaché from the 
American Embassy in Hungary, will be visit-
ing McDaniel College Budapest on November 
12 (11:45-12:25, Room 220) to give a talk on 
American Cultural Affairs. He will talk about 
the Fulbright Program and other programs set 
up by the American government to establish 
cultural and educational connections with peo-
ple from around the world. He will also dis-
cuss diplomacy in today’s changing world. All 
McDaniel College and College International 
students are welcome. 
 
 Date: Thursday, November 12 
Time: 11:45-12:25 
Place: Room 220 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Career/Internship night 
 
 Students and alumni are invited to meet repre-
sentatives from private enterprises and NGOs, 
mingle, network, and learn about beginning a 
career path, on Wednesday, November 18. 
You will have the chance to ask and get an-
swers to questions like: What are employers 
looking for in a résumé? What do they expect 
in an interview? What sorts of skill sets and 
interests are most important to private enter-
prises and NGOs in the region? What do you 
want to do after you graduate? 

Students and alumni will be invited to 
meet representatives from enterprises and 
NGOs; businesses and other organizations are 
warmly invited to introduce themselves to the 
McDaniel College Budapest student body and 
community. 

 
 Date: Wednesday, November 18 

Time: 17:45 – 19:00 
Place: McDaniel College Budapest, 

room to be announced 
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McDaniel College Budapest Sports News 

The “Magic Four” Players of FC Celtic Budapest 
by Sebastian Pesthy 

 
 The Budapest Celtics, in point of fact three soccer 
teams, consist of players from Budapest’s international 
universities. The McDaniel College Budapest students 
Mete Ary, Onka Ozkul, Bodwin Simons and Kivanc Nezir 
Belentepe have joined one of the three teams. 
The following interview with Kivanc Nezir Belentepe will 
give us a better understanding of what the team really 
stands for. 
 
Messenger: How did you find the Celtic club and how did 
you join them? Did they ask you, or did you ask them? 
 
Kivanc: First of all we found the Celtic club while watch-
ing the Champions league match in the Scottish Pub, the 
Caledonia. Patrick, the owner of the pub, has been gener-
ous enough to sponsor the entire club. We played for 
McDaniel but it did not work well. For this reason we 
joined Budapest FC Celtic. They asked us to join them but 
not all of us did. They picked six players out of our origi-
nal group and now we are playing for them.  

M: When did you begin playing for FC Celtic? 

K: We have been playing for them since last semester. We 
enjoy it so much that we are thinking of staying with the 
team until we are finished with our studies here in Hun-
gary. 

M: What position do you usually play? 

K: I play in mid-field right wing.  

M: Which of the three teams are you joining? 

K: We play for the third team. After we joined them they 
had to make another team. Because of this we are called 
the Celtic 3rd team. 

M: Are the teams very international? And if so, do the 
players come along pretty well or are there communication 
problems? 

K: Yes we have players who come from Germany, Tur-
key, England, and Hungary etc. We do not have any com-
munication problems, but then again we don't talk that 
much during the matches.  

M: Are there any girls joining, or is it a male-only club? 

K: No it is not co-ed, but if the girls want to watch our 
football game we will be happy! 

M: How often do you have tournaments? 

K: We have a practice every Wednesday and the games 
kick off on Sundays. If there is a cup match it depends on 
the given schedule. 

M: Do you see chance to get up to a certain league 
through FC Celtic? 

K: Well, I am 21 years old. Players my age make a lot of 
money if they play for a professional team. I just play for 
fun and try to get some good conditioning because I am 
still young and for me, soccer is a way to relax.  

M: Can anybody join Celtic or are there certain criteria? 

K: At first you should know how to play football and then 
you will have a practice match. If they like you, you are a 
member. 

M: Who is your favorite soccer player? 

K: Ricardo Izecson dos Santos Leite; they call him Kaka, 
and he is from Brazil. 

M: Kivanc, thank you very much for the interesting inter-
view and good luck with the matches. 

              From left: Kivanc, Mete, and Onka  
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Westminster: An Open Letter 

       

Your Semester in America  
 by Daniel Egbert 

 
 As most of you know, in 2007 it became mandatory for 
all new international students to study abroad on the 
main campus for at least one semester. As I have shared 
conversations with many of you on this topic, I figured I 
could shed more light on what this means. As far as I 
can tell, many of you are not enthused with the idea of 
spending a semester overseas in Maryland. I will not try 
to shake any of your reasons for not wanting to go to the 
main campus, but I will share with you my opinions on 
what benefits await you.  
 
 On the main campus it is not a requirement for Ameri-
can students to study abroad for a semester, whether it 
be here in Budapest, or anywhere else on the globe. In 
fact, most students on the main campus have their own 
fears and inhibitions about traveling, let alone living 
abroad. Personally I needed to get away from the main 
campus, for a breath of fresh air; and therefore I decided 
to stay in Budapest for two semesters. I think that the 
time I have spent here has taught me a lot about myself, 
and allowed me to develop a wider lens that I may view 
the world with. With that said, I think it is important not 
where you go, or what you do, but the ways you can 
find enjoyment and wisdom in the experiences you en-
counter.  
 
 The main campus is a completely different experience 
than the life you live in Budapest. Campus life is not 
city life, but there is still much fun to be had. As a fresh-

man I remember taking advantage of the college’s 9-
hole golf course on the rear side of campus. We would 
load up the carts with our clubs and assorted beverages 
in preparation for a relaxing day in the sun. Along with 
the golf course there was a recent donation of a $6 mil-
lion dollar gym facility that is available to all students. 
The gym is with complete weight/cardio rooms, basket-
ball & volleyball courts, as well as a dance studio and a 
restaurant that serves healthier alternatives than the 
campus Pub.  The main campus is small, but by no 
means does it feel constricting. On rainy or snowy days 
it’s convenient not to have to walk long distances from 
your dorm to the classroom. Green Terror Football 
games are always huge events on the main campus; fra-
ternities and sororities are always providing beer and 
plenty of barbequed food. Many families come to watch 
Homecoming and prepare lots of dishes to share with 
everyone. I’d imagine that it is quite a nice American 
Experience for anyone who has not yet delighted in 
watching a college football game in person.  
 
 With all of this said, I do believe that the main campus 
has more than just these material benefits for the inter-
national student. There's a much larger selection of 
courses from majors that are not even offered here in 
Budapest. So there's the knowledge you can gain from 
new areas of study, as well as learning more about your-
self. I certainly believe that traveling is one of those 
things in life that you should undertake, whenever the 
opportunity arises. I hope all who do go to the Westmin-
ster have an excellent time, and I'm sure we'll bump into 
each other around campus.  

Student Life 
Student Union 

by Anaïs Bandura 
 
  You probably don’t know a lot about it, perhaps 
nothing but the McDaniel College Budapest Student Union 
is a student organization spearheaded by three representa-
tives, two students from the Budapest Campus and one 
from among the Study Abroad students. With fellow stu-
dents who wish to be part of it (we are waiting for you), 
we discuss ideas, issues and organize how student life in 
the Budapest Campus can be improved. Regular meetings 
will be held with the Dean to discuss the issues that con-
cern us. Regular activities are also planned, such as movie 
nights, career nights, theatres, shows and a Thanksgiving 
dinner. You should look forward to such activities as the 
career nights, as they are designed to connect representa-
tives from leading organizations, companies, business es-
tablishments with McDaniel in order to advise students on 
possible career choices in their respective fields.  
 The three representatives for this semester are Syl-

via Ubah and Jenai Towuru for the Budapest Campus and 
Daniel Egbert for the Study Abroad students. The former 
two are also part of the Messenger staff writers and don’t 
hesitate to ask them for more information or voice your 
opinions about student affairs.  
Meetings have already taken place at school but few stu-
dents came and we hope to see much more of you. A face-
book group McDaniel College Budapest Student Union has 
been created where you can catch all the news, the dis-
cussed issues and where you are especially welcome to 
give us your opinion & your suggestions by posting them. 
But, most importantly, we would like you to help us im-
prove and make campus life more attractive. A suggestion 
box will also be made available and you can email Jenai 
Towuru at jenai_afoke@yahoo.com for more information. 
  
We are waiting for your advice and help. 
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Around Town (2) 
 
 
 

Hike in the Pilis Hills 
by Sebastian Pesthy 

 
  It was a sunny and crisp Saturday morning 
when we met at the Batthyany ter 8.45 a.m.  
 After Professors Adamson and Doyle organ-
ized for us the HEV tickets we barely caught the right 
train, which took us all the way to Pomaz, north of 
Budapest. After we got off, we met Professors 
Mitchell and Bihari and their family, took a moment 
to replenish our energy with some sandwiches, and set 
off. 
 In Pomaz we had a look at the Teleki Villa, 
which is located above the village. From there we had 
a wonderful view south towards Buda. After that we 
went further to climb up the Nagy Csikovar and the 
Kis Ciskovar hills.  
 To be honest it was very exhausting but the 
view we got from up on the hills was one I would not 
like to have missed.  
 Once we descended form the hills we passed 
by the Lajos Forras (“Louis spring”) and made our 
way to Szentendre. 
 All in all it was a beautiful trip out of town and 
it was worthwhile to get out of Budapest. 

 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa 
by Ezekiel Akpan 

 
 The FIFA World Cup is the most widely watched sporting event in the world and it comes only once 

every four years. Now we are counting down the days to the next World Cup, in South Africa in 2010. Countries 
that have qualified are preparing their teams and making last minute changes where necessary in to ready them-
selves to win. So far, here are the countries that have qualified for the World Cup in 2010: 

 

 
 
 Other countries are still struggling to qualify for the game, so stay tuned as we will bring you up to date 

with current results from FIFA of those that have qualified. 
 
  

Africa Europe Asia and Australia North America South America 

Ghana 
Côte d'Ivoire 
South Africa 
  

Denmark 
England 
Germany 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Serbia 
Spain 
Slovakia 
Switzerland 
  

Japan 
South Korea 
North Korea 
Australia 
  

Mexico 
USA 
Honduras 
  

Argentina 
Chile 
Paraguay 
Brazil 
  

Africa Europe Asia and Australia North America South America 

Ghana 
Côte d'Ivoire 
South Africa 
  

Denmark 
England 
Germany 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Serbia 
Spain 
Slovakia 
Switzerland 
  

Japan 
South Korea 
North Korea 
Australia 
  

Mexico 
USA 
Honduras 
  

Argentina 
Chile 
Paraguay 
Brazil 
  

Sports Flash 

mailto:jenai_afoke@yahoo.com�
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Meet the Premeds 
by Cynthia Nwaiwu 

 
  To be successful at entering and graduating 
from college, you need to have worked hard and 
earned good grades. Your grade point average will 
play an important role as will your extracurricular 
activities, letters of recommendation, etc. Meet Azusa 
Igarashi, Eriko Sawaji, Serina Kai, all three from 
Japan, and Saba Aziznia from Iran, all of whom are 
hard-working College International students who 
were kind enough to share with us their future ambi-
tions.  
 
Messenger: Did anyone you know influence your 
choice of career? 
 
Saba: Yes, my mother. She’s a dentist; I would love 
to work with her after graduation.  
 
A & E: Nobody influenced us, we chose to study it.  
 
Messenger: Do you have any family member who is 
a doctor? What do they think of the field?  
 
Saba: My aunt and mother are both dentists, they are 
happy about the profession. They tend to get lots of 
money from it and love helping people to get well. 
 
Serina: Nobody 
 
Azusa: My uncle is a dermatologist, he feels it’s a 
good profession and also he is happy about it. 
 
Eriko: I’m going to be the first doctor in my family 
(Laughs). 
 
Messenger: What field of medicine are you inter-
ested in? 
 
Saba: In my mum and aunt’s footsteps, dentistry.   
 
A & E. General medicine 
 
Messenger: Do you have any experience in the 
medical field? 
 
Saba. I have worked in my mother’s office, pol-
ishing teeth and other easy jobs.  
 
A & E: No 
 
Messenger: Where do you plan to practice after 
graduation? 
 
Saba: Hopefully in the US; I would love to mix with 
other people  
 
A: Either Budapest or Japan. I like it here in Buda-
pest; however I am interested in learning about the 

Japanese medical system.  
 
Messenger: What do you mean by the Japanese 
medical system? 
 
A: I mean how patients receive medical attention, the 
procedures involved and so on. 
 
E: I love adventure; any country would be fine for 
me. Budapest or Japan isn’t a bad idea.  
 
Messenger:  What do you want to achieve in medi-
cine?  
 
Saba: I want to help the world improve in their 
health, help the poor, less privileged without getting 
anything in return.  
 
A & E: To travel to different countries; to help peo-
ple and see them smile.  
 
Messenger: Where do you see yourself in 15 years? 
 
Saba: Wow!  In fifteen years, I should have my den-
tal clinic and make sure my parents are proud of me, 
travel to many countries, get married to a man that 
has a profession. Also, my husband might have a 
hospital.  
 
Serena: I should be a member of WHO, travelling 
round so as to help people in different countries. 
 
Azusa: I should be in other countries saving lives, 
not just my country. 
 
Eriko: I will be a doctor by then. So, I should be a 
member of an organisation. Also, I will go abroad to 
study more.  

 
 From left: Serena, Eriko, Azusa & Saba 

Around Campus (2) 
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Sushi Sundays 
by Chelsea Blair 

 
 Being the landlocked country that Hungary is, 
good fish is hard to come by. Finding good sushi is an 
even bigger feat.  But it is not impossible.  
  
 The decadent Kyoto restaurant located in Dis-
trict V in the neighborhood of the Four Seasons Hotel, 
the Chain Bridge and St. Stephen’s Basilica serves up 
an appetizing all-you can eat Sunday Sushi fest. Most 
sushi in Budapest is overpriced and gastronomically 
dreadful. Kyoto is also costly, but at least you get 
what you pay for - REAL sushi.  
  
 The eclectic decor and scant lighting evoke a 
stylish lounge-like mood, minus the piano and blue 
smoke. It’s not the type of place to show up in flip-
flops and shorts, nor are a suit and tie required – more 
likely to be somewhere in the middle. As it is 5900 
HUF (~32 USD) for the all you can eat menu it may 
be limited for students to enjoy this as a special treat 
or an end of exams indulgence. One plus is that, 
unlike most eateries in Budapest, unlimited water, still 
or sparkling, is included in the price.  
  
 Budapest is not known for its stellar customer 
service at restaurants and bars. But, in addition to the 
ambience one can enjoy smiling and attentive waiters. 
  
 The presentation and quality of the food is con-
ducive to the elegant atmosphere. The sashimi uzukuri 
is served resembling a rose flower. Other rolls come 
served on attractive wooden dishes. At other sushi 
restaurants the portions are rather paltry but the rolls 

here much more substantial. The menu features all the 
classic favorites: California rolls, salmon rolls, and 
tempura. The all-you-can-eat menu is not as diverse as 
the regular menu but there is still enough selection to 
satisfy even the pickiest eaters.  
  
 The drink selection is wide ranging, as there is 
also a bar situated in the middle of the restaurant. The 
drink menu has everything from classic cocktails to 
champagne cocktails, the usual Dreher, and even 
Kyoto specials such as Banana Mojitos. They also 
offer two Japanese beers, Asai and Kirin, for 960 HUF 
each (~5 USD). 
       
 Surely for those sushi lovers who are not from 
around here they probably all have a favourite sushi 
place back home and nothing will compare, but at 
least Kyoto can come close.  
  
 Be fully warned: if you have stuffed yourself to 
the point of no return and do not finish what is on your 
plate they will charge 300 HUF (~1.60 USD) for 
every piece that is left.  
 
Kyoto   
Roosevelt ter 7-8 District V 
All-You-Can-Eat Sundays  
12:00-23:00 5900 HUF per person            
Reservations: 1 801 9862 
www.kyotoetterem.hu 
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Homophobia:  
in your blood or just your history book?  

by Kaitie Welch 
 
Some traditions just will not die, like bless-

ing a person after they’ve sneezed. Once considered 
necessary to guard the soul from escaping the body, 
the practice of blessing is now merely a polite quirk 
of etiquette and has no real significance in common 
society. Also in the realm of awkward tradition, 
three thousand years ago Assyrian law stated that if 
a woman injured a man’s testicles, both her eyes 
were to be gouged out.  It also provisioned that if a 
man lay with his brother-in-arms, he was to be cas-
trated. We know now that the soul does not escape 
the body during a sneeze, and women are encour-
aged to knee men in the groin for their own protec-
tion in self-defense classes all over the world. In 
2004, two men in Saudi Arabia were sentenced to 
receive seven thousand lashes as punishment for 
their sodomy together. Why are we having trouble 
letting go of the tradition to persecute same sex cou-
ples?  

 
In light of the age-old Assyrian laws 

against homosexuality, Hungary emerges as a pretty 
liberal country. The first law against homosexuality 
was put into action as recently as 1878, forbidding 
man/man trysts with up to a year behind bars as pun-
ishment. In the early 1960’s, homosexual behavior 
was made legal again, provided that the participants 
were above the age of twenty (on a side note: Eng-
land did not legalize homosexuality until approxi-
mately five years later). In the late ‘70’s the age 
bracket was dropped to eighteen. In 2002, when the 
age for consensual sex was determined to be 14, the 
decision applied to heterosexual and homosexual 
couples alike.  

 
When asked how they felt about homosexu-

ality, more than one student at McDaniel College 
Budapest stated, “I haven’t really got a problem with 
homosexuality. However, I don’t think that it is 
natural.” These students may not be the first persons 
(nor the last) to harbor that sentiment – but they 
might not be correct in their thinking. In 2004, Na-
tional Geographic News published an article detail-
ing just how natural homosexuality is – listing birds, 
sheep, fruit bats, dolphins, and orangutans as a few 
of the species in which same sex romances can be 
observed. The article, entitled “Homosexuality 
Among Animals Stirs Debate” included a quote 
from primatologist Amy Parish suggesting that fe-
male birds engaged in homosexual activity in order 
to dominate lesser members of the same sex, chal-
lenging their access to heterosexual partners or re-
sources. Interestingly enough, there are no examples 
of homophobia in the animal world, which raises the 

question of just how natural the fear of homosexual-
ity is.   

 
Five Budapest students were asked how 

they felt when they saw homosexual interactions in 
public, like flirting, or pride parades. Victoria Hur-
ney, a pre-med student, made an excellent point 
when she said the following, “Homosexuality in 
public bothers me as much as any form of sexuality 
in public, it's inappropriate...” It may be that distaste 
of public displays of affection in general that have 
the gay community receiving a bad wrap for their 
outward displays of “pride”. Nuclear family models 
that consist of mother, father, and children, some-
times struggle to explain the birds and the bees to 
young ones, never mind why sometimes the birds 
skip the bees and just date other birds.  

 
Directly in reference to pride parades, one 

student said, “Gay pride parades may take it too 
far… I don't think that there has to be all this 
‘showing off’ about being gay. If you’re gay then 
you are gay, there is no need to go about telling the 
entire world. People, I think, would be a lot more 
open about homosexuality if it wasn't all about rights 
and being different and being in all in your face.” 
The student may be right. One must consider the 
logic behind the idea that when something is pro-
moted with pomp and circumstance that the topic 
itself is elevated to a higher social attention level. 
Toning down the festive nature of a pride parade 
would certainly be less fun for those involved, but 
wouldn’t it also send the message that sexual prefer-
ence is a normal and non-important aspect between 
human beings?  

 
Alas, this is a free world, and each has the 

right to believe what they want to believe and love 
who they want to love. But Bodwin Simons, a stu-
dent at McDaniel Budapest, had some words of ad-
vice for those who may not be convinced of the va-
lidity of homosexual relationships, "Homosexuality 
needs to be accepted. It's not going to be something 
we will ever be able to change. To everyone who is 
a heterosexual, this is the way you have to see it; if 
you let homosexuality be, there will just be more 
straight people for you to pick from later in life!"  

 
    
 
  
  

Social Commentary 
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McDaniel, Host to Talents 
by Sylvia Ubah 

 
 The messenger had a chat with the Hungarian 
Idol runner-up, who is a Business/Economics major at 
McDaniel College Budapest. 
 
Messenger:  Where are you from? Where did you 
grow up? 
 
T: My name is Tamas, I’m from Hungary, born in 
Budapest. I grew up in the countryside, near the south-
ern border of Hungary.  
 
M: How did you become involved in music? 
 
T: My father was into music, he played the guitar; he 
taught me how to play. I was about fourteen when I 
began to play the guitar and wasn’t singing back then. 
 
M: How deeply rooted are you into music? 
 
T: It really started at the age of seventeen, when I had 

a professional teacher tell me that I needed to sing if I 
wanted to be a good guitarist. It turned out that I had a 
greater talent in singing than I had playing the guitar. I 
applied for the Hungarian idol, but didn’t know I was 
going to be among the finalists; however, against ex-
pectations, I was chosen by the audience as second 
best. I had my first live concert on the 9th of October 
2009 at Soho London, and I have another one coming 
up soon. Also, I have two albums already. 
 
M: How do you blend school and music? 
 
T: Well, sometimes it’s not easy deciding to say no to 
things that should be done as musician. As a member 
of a band, group rehearsals are often required and pre-
paring for a concert is very demanding. But I have 
chosen to make sacrifices because for me school is of 
utmost importance. I have chosen to always put my 
studies foremost so that my career as a musician can 
be more beneficial in the future. 

Around Campus (1)  

Tamas Palcso’s next show will be Friday, November 20, at the Soho London Pub at Nagymezo u. 31. Show  
 begins at 8:30. 

Concert Announcement 
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