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Finishing up the Semester with a  
Letter from The Messenger 

 
Dear Readers,  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read The Messenger this semester, which would have been nothing without 
you. The Messenger staff has been able to spend a good deal of time researching information and producing 
fine articles. All sorts of issues involving the campus, the world, your professors, society and arts, sports and 
fitness have been covered by the team’s outstanding writers. Much gratitude goes out to Dr. Mathew Adamson 
and all the writers for their eagerness to dig up on all sorts of interesting information for you, the readers.  
 Since we have reached the end of the semester, now is the right time to start preparing your mind to join 
The Messenger next semester. We are open to new ideas as we seek a better newspaper. Come and join us: we 
want to meet you and hear all your suggestions for improving The Messenger!  
 Undeniably , we will miss those of our staff who are leaving: Gabrielle Hollows, who will be going to 
the main campus to finish her studies, and Sylvia Nwosu, who is one of the graduating students this semester. 
On behalf of The Messenger staff, congratulations and best of luck.  
 The Messenger staff has brought variety to the newspaper. We have progressed in our writing skills, 
working as a team and contributing to the College’s spirit. The goal next semester is to expand on this semes-
ter’s efforts and to get more people involved in the two-credit practicum.  
 We look forward to the challenges ahead for next semester. Until then, have a fun-filled and memorable 
summer holiday.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
Cynthia Nwaiwu  
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Know Your Professor 

Professor Csaba Törő 
by João Salviano Carmo  

 
In this issue of the Messenger, the last for the spring 2010 Semester, the Messenger went out of its way to in-
terview Professor Csaba Törő.  
Professor Törő currently teaches International Law and Organizations, and next Semester, Fall 2010, he will 
begin a new course entitled Approaches to International Affairs. 
We wanted to learn more about the man and the courses he teaches at McDaniel, and you can find the result 
below. Enjoy! 
M: Can you please give a brief description of yourself? 
CT: With some interruptions I have been a visiting lecturer of International Law and Organizations (and at the 
beginning EU law as well) at the College since 1999. 
M: What is it like to teach International Law and Organization?  
CT: Enjoyable, but also a challenge to explain issues at the intersection of law and politics to an audience with 
no specific predilection for legal complexities. 
M: Can you say that upon waking up in the morning, you have a great desire to get into the classroom? 
Has teaching been that fulfilling in your life?  
CT: Generally, yes, if I teach those courses that I am 
really interested in, such as international law and inter-
national relations. It requires constant readiness to be 
able to learn and share at the same time. 
M: What do you do to motivate your students to 
study and get really involved in your course work?  
CT: I try to explain the rules of international conduct 
and raise interest in understanding the circumstances 
and the interpretation of the applicable rules through 
practical and real examples from the world around us. 
M: Hypothetically, if you could travel in time to 
teach - long ago, or the recent past, or the future - 
which of them would you choose? Why this choice?  
CT: Perhaps to the turn of the 19th and 20th century. 
The world looked much more promising before the 
advent of relativisation, and murderous utopias which 
ravaged the last century efficiently deformed the mind-
set of large sections of humanity and left behind their 
toxic heritage. 
M: How do you think international law has developed in our world since September 11? What do you 
think has changed and do you agree with it? 
CT: International law as a system of rules to govern acts of states, organizations and, to some extent, individu-
als, is a social construct that evolves with the society within which it operates. Social evolution, similarly to 
the natural world, is spurred by slow transformation and shocks as well. The events of 9/11 and its aftermath 
triggered shocks in some parts of the international system that gave rise to necessary changes in the interpreta-
tion of rules (for example: self-defense) and unnecessary excuses. All your political enemies turned into legiti-
mate target for elimination once declared as terrorists,  as well.  
M: Besides being an excellent professor, what else do you consider yourself to be an expert at, moder-
ately good at or a total mess at?  
CT: Thanks for your kind exaggeration, but I only wish to be excellent in anything! I am quite good at learn-
ing, conversation and cooking. 
M: During your vacations, do you completely put away the books and take a breather space from the 
whole education business?  
CT: I always take history books and books on the region/country where I travel. 
M: From next Semester you will be teaching Approaches to International Affairs. Can you offer us a 
sneak preview of it? 
CT: The course is going to focus on the systematic analysis and explanation of the actors, conditions and op-
eration of various aspects of modern international relations. 
Thank you! 
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Around Campus 

Class of 2010, McDaniel College Budapest 
by Gabrielle Hollows  

 
Graduating from college is a milestone for any stu-
dent. It is the end of a way of life and the beginning of 
something new. Thinking about what you want to do 
for the rest of your life is daunting. I asked a few of 
our graduating students what their future holds for 
them, how they enjoyed their time at McDaniel Col-
lege and what they wanted to say to us students return-
ing next semester . 
 
I got a job offer back home, but I think I will pass be-
cause I intend to go to graduate school in September. 
As for my experience, I don't think words can explain 
the memorable times I spent here at McDaniel. I al-
ways say to myself that it is never too late to be what I 
might have been. And to the students, it’s your choice, 
your responsibility to pass or fail: only you hold the 
key to your success. 
-Sylvia Ubah 
 
After I graduate I will do the same as now, but hope-
fully command a bit more money for teaching English. 
It is my luck to be a native English speaker, and I will 
be teaching in the area surrounding Hungary while 
my love finishes her Ph.D. Writing was my first love 
and I will dance with it a bit also. I don't think I could 
have enjoyed my time at McDaniel College Budapest 
more. I met a life here that I love (and a woman I want 
to marry). Advice for graduates of the future: Well, 
the world seems to require a piece of paper these 
days, and minds may be improved, but education 
should not be the filling of a bucket but the lighting of 
a fire. (I forget who wrote that). So find a spark and 
be a fire and love life as we only live once.  
-Timothy Cauwels 
 
After I graduate, I'm going back to my home country - 
Bulgaria and will be looking for a job there, hopefully 
in the communications sphere. 
I have enjoyed my time in Budapest in general. I spent 
most of my adult life here, went to high school here 
and met some of my best friends here, so Budapest has 
become a second home to me. 
I think it can be quite easy to lose motivation when 
you are swamped with work, but in times like this peo-
ple should just remind themselves of why they decided 
to go to college in the first place. And finishing your 
last midterm/final makes all the frustration go away. 
-Dessislava Krasteva 
 
Graduation is Friday 21st May 2010 at 12:30. Every-
one is invited to come and support the graduate stu-
dents. 
 
 

Research Prize Winner 
by David Van Tassel 

 
After months of research, writing, and evaluation, the 
McDaniel Research Prize competition is done: this 
year's winner was Joao Salviano Carmo, for his paper 
titled, One Out of Many: Many Were Too Few, ana-
lyzing the account of Hungarian Holocaust survivor 
Szuzsana Markovits. Out of all the entries, three final 
contestants were selected not only to have their essays 
judged one more time by a jury of professors, but they 
also had to present their topic to an open forum con-
sisting of the jury, other faculty members, and stu-
dents 
from 
Buda-
pest and 
West-
minster.  
The 
other 
two fi-
nalists 
for the 
Re-
search 
Prize were senior Gabrielle Hollows and junior Jenni-
fer Garnett.  Gabrielle wrote her essay, entitled 
Change In War Correspondence, on the evolution of 
images and reporting of war to the world. Jennifer 
wrote Grassroots Abolition: A Case for Economic 
Activism and the Common Consumer about activism 
in a form involving the participation of the main-
stream consumer in order to abolish slavery.   
 In an interview with The Messenger, after re-
ceiving his prize, Joao says that he is “Sorry that they 
[Gabi and Jennifer] did not win.  They both worked 
hard.  Because of them, I was able to make my paper 
better and they were great competition.” 
 Joao had been working on his research for two 
months, trying to get the experience of the Holocaust 
from a single person's perspective. Szuzsana Mark-
ovits was only a girl when during World War II, and 
managed to survive the whole ordeal. In a well pre-
sented speech, Joao talked about how “Luck and hap-
piness play into the account of a Holocaust survivor.  
By addressing it as the 'happiness for surviving'...it 
made it easier to forget.”   
 When talking about Joao's essay Gabrielle said, 
“Joao deserved to win; he had a very powerful mes-
sage.”  Jennifer said, “I wish I could have had a 
chance to read it.”  Gabrielle agreed fully.  
 Joao has won a dinner for two at the famous 
Rosenstein restaurant, the possibility remains open for 
him to publish his paper. Says Joao: “I am happy that 
the story will continue, and I am happy it will keep the 
memory going.” 
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The Variety Picnic     
 by Nwaiwu Chinyere Cynthia 

                                                        
There are various ways in which McDaniel College 
entertains its students. Having a Picnic in the Parking 
Lot is one of them. It is a feast for all staff and stu-
dents of McDaniel College, pre-medical and the 
mathematics program students. Alumni of these insti-
tutions are not excluded from attending this joyous 
gathering.  
 This yearly event brings together the entire 
building as they sit, eat, and circulate around to-
gether, and it inspires a common action among a 
group of friends.  
 As the Assistant Director of Student Affairs, 
Margit E. Kovács, tried to make sure that everything 
was in order and good shape, it can be confidently 
said that the event was excellently organized. The 

suitable spot for the event, varieties of Hungarian 
dishes, snacks, drinks and music were ideal. And this 
despite the fact that bad weather kept the picnic in-
doors!           
 The picnic formally commenced with the 
Hungarian folkdance by Benedek Attila and his 
group. The audience was impressed and amazed at 
the dancers’ steps, and applauded them with great 
joy. The first set of dancers from the group were the 
males, with complex steps. Next were the females 
with bottles on their heads. What if the bottles fell off 
their heads while dancing? No need to worry: they 
are professionals. The male and female dancers later 
came together as couples to dance. They then invited 
their audience to join them to learn a Hungarian folk-
dance dance. This was the highlight of it all. You 
could see that the atmosphere at that point change as 
the students concentrated more on learning the dance 
moves, and having fun in the process. It was a cheer-
ful moment.  
 After the folkdance, the disc jockey filled in 
the gap, to avoid a dull moment. A pre-med alumnus 
by the name of Daboma Jack later performed his new 
album. As he sang and danced his gestures made his 

audience laugh with joy. The rest of the picnic was 
left for the DJ to handle. Students kept dancing, eat-
ing and drinking; plenty of food and drink were pro-
vided.  
 Despite the event not being in the parking lot, 
it seemed that the inside the school building was a 
perfect place for it. The change of weather didn’t ruin 
anything. Do not hesitate to attend next time: see you 
next year!  
 
 
  

 What to Know About Hungary 
  by Odusami Ruth 

 
According to the CIA fact sheet Hungary is a country 
in central Europe. The capital is Budapest and the 
official language is Hungarian.  And according to the 
OCED Hungary is a high-income economy.  
 But there are the things you should know 
about Hungary that you can’t find on the CIA fact-
sheet. 
 - Know the dos and don'ts of public transport: 
don’t crumple up your ticket when using the metro, 
tram and bus, don’t bock the door when passengers 
are entering or exiting—and don’t expect everyone to 
abide by these rule. 
- Understand Hungary’s national holidays: Holi-
days like St. Steven’s Day, Independence Day 
(March 15), and the Commemoration of the 1956 
Revolution reveal a great deal about Hungarian his-
tory. They’re worth asking about if you don’t know 
much about them. 
-Cultural and festival events in Hungary: Hungary 
has many festivals and cultural events. For example 
the Budapest International Wine and Champagne 
Festival and Debrecen Jazz Days are aimed for so-
phisticated tastes. Others such as the Balaton Festival 
in Keszthely and the Winged Dragon Week Interna-
tional Street Theatre Festival in Nyirbator are all 
about fun. The Sziget Festival is one of the world’s 
most famous popular music festivals. 
- Learning the Hungarian language:  It will go a 
long way for a foreigner to know the basics. (For 
example, yes – Igen, No – Nem, please – Kérem, 
thank you – Köszönöm and I don’t speak Hungarian - 
Nem beszélek Magyarul.) 
- Hungarian pessimism: Hungarians often say they 
are pessimistic. Is it true? Ask a Hungarian. 
-Cuisine and wine: Hungary has many great red and 
white wines, including the famous Tokaj dessert 
wine. The cuisine includes many soups, elegant main 
dishes, and tasty desserts. 
-Health care system: There are private and govern-
ment owned hospitals. Most pharmacies are private, 
and usually closed on weekends. It is very important 
that you should have health insurance in Hungary. 
 

AROUND CAMPUS 
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The gate: a step into the international 
world 

by Katalin Szoboszlay 
 

 Attending an international school is something 
that not every student has the privilege of bragging 
about. Here at McDaniel, we are surrounded by 
hodgepodge of cultures, faiths, languages, and ideas 
not to mention programmes, whether it’s premedical, 
mathematics, or the study abroad programmes. We 
are experiencing opportunities here that most students 
in the world can only dream about.  
 Walking into the college building, you can 
expect your ears to be amazed by the sounds of lan-
guages you haven’t heard before. In the classroom, 
you can expect to hear perspectives from every walk 
of life, and not just people from the country and lan-

guage as 
you. As a 
student 
here, your 
experi-
ences are 
more than 
moral aca-
demics— 
your entire 
world 
view is 
opening 

right before your eyes.  
 All the opportunity is there, yet you see 
cliques. Cliques that are not multicultural in any re-
gard. Part of attending an international school is min-
gling with international students, of experiencing that 
rare opportunity. Perhaps, some of your reservations 
come down to fear, fear of rejection, miscommunica-
tion. Naturally, when one feels threatened they tend 
to stick with what they know. 
 As a visiting student from the main campus in 
Maryland, I came here not to do what I know. The 
greatest challenge facing many of us here is integra-
tion, integrating with people different from you. 
Many students have expressed to me this same frus-
tration, be it American students or otherwise. 
 But honestly, this doesn’t come down to cul-
ture alone. There are also vastly different pro-
grammes here. McDaniel Budapest is only one school 
to begin with, yet the three floors seem like three 
different schools altogether. For some of us, the 
school can feel isolated and not just because it is so 
small. If anything, such a small school and institution 
can bring us together, not tear us apart. 
 It all comes down to what you want from this 
experience. Possibly, there is just a lack of pro-
grammes and activities throughout the year that pro-
motes this sort of interaction. Perhaps the students 
aren’t interested in putting in the effort. But whatever 

the case, this matter is something that can and should 
be changed. If you don’t want to take advantage of 
the opportunity, then why be here? 
  Take advantage of this great opportunity. You 
may be surprised at what you will discover not only 
about others and their world but also about yourself. 
 

So Little For A Pricey Lunch 
by Nwosu Sylvia 

Here we are in the College International building 
cafeteria: with only one main option for snacks in the 
college, and with prices that are anything but cheap, 
students find themselves running out of money and 
wishing for better, more affordable options. The 
sandwiches get worse each semester, with stale let-
tuce in the middle, but the variety of hot meals has, at 
least, increased. This improvement in variety,  how-
ever, was not matched with anything more “pocket 
friendly”. Who knows, maybe it’s the economic 
situation in the country that is affecting the cost, but I 
have got information from a reliable source that just 
across the street at the veterinary school cafeteria, 
lunch is served at lower prices. But leaving the col-
lege building to go across the street for lunch when 
you have a class at 12:30pm isn’t what any student 
would hope for if there is a cafeteria in the college 
building. In general, costs are subsidized for students; 
even the BKV knows this. Why can’t the people who 
run the college’s cafeteria follow suit or perhaps sell 
things at the same prices as the convenience stores? 

Have you been to the school cafeteria? The 
cost of eating there is far more expensive than eating 
in a proper restaurant in terms of value. I wonder why 

students haven't 
brought this unnec-
essary extortion 
into the open. Most 
times I hear stu-
dents complain 
about these high 
prices, yet nothing 
is being done about 
it. One day, I went 
to the cafeteria to 
buy a small bottle 
of water and the 
lady told me I had 
to pay 200ft for it. I 
was so upset I told 
her I wasn't thirsty 
anymore. It’s not 
like I couldn't af-

ford it but it’s annoying that two minutes away from 
the school I can buy a larger volume of the same wa-
ter for half that price. Let’s face it: at one time or the 
other we all have had our experiences on the high-
priced low-quality food and sandwiches. 

AROUND CAMPUS 
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Graphic Design Exhibition 
by Mona Monsefee  

 
 McDaniel College Budapest’s professors and 
students shined during an evening dedicated to the 
visual arts. 
 The opening exhibition for two of the col-
lege’s graduating studio art students, Vahideh 
Ahmadpour and Zeynab Zarringhoba, was held on 
Wednesday, 15th May. Their instructor, Csila 

Kőszeghy, joined the McDaniel professors as a 
graphic design instructor. She has been teaching en-
thusiastically from the very start. This exhibition was 
honored to have Dr. Michael Losch as a guest. He 
gave a lecture entitled Paul Cezanne’s Forbidden 
Fruit. 
 Vahideh Amadpour, studio art and art history 
student, exhibited her hand-made postcards. They 
were creative and professionally made. They were 
truly reflecting her feminine character and also her 
bright colors, fun and joyful style which represents 
her lively spirit. She bravely selected and combined 
bright colors, which were the strongest points of her 
artwork. 
 Vahideh in her thesis brought evidences that 
the history of the postcard making dates back to 
1843, when for the first time Henry Cole ordered 
postcards to a painter to send them to his friends be-
fore New Year.  
 Vahideh said, “Giving hand-made cards to 
your beloveds shows your deepest feelings and cares 
about them.” Vahideh and her husband will graduate 
this semester. They have planned to go back to Iran 
to use their earned experiences to start a new life. 
 Zeynab chose one branch of graphic design, 
poster design. Her works were sophisticated and 
strong. They were well presented and followed de-
signing rules. By looking at her posters you could say 
that this talented young art student has a bright future 
ahead. She had studied a lot about the different styles 
of designing posters and its history. She said, ”The 
first poster in history was designed at the time of 

Hammurabi, the 
sixth king of 
Babylon. Hammu-
rabi is best known 
for the promulga-
tion of a new code 
of Babylonian 
law. This was 
written on a large 
stone monument, 
and placed in a 
public place so 
that all could see 
it.” Zeynab plans 
to continue her 
education and 
study master of art 
in the near future. 
 Dr. Michael Losch, guest lecturer from the 
main campus, gave a speech about Paul Cezanne’s 
“forbidden fruit”. He explained how Cezanne, who is 
known as the father of modern art, changed the idea 
of one-point perspective dating from the Renaissance, 
to multiple views of the same space. Picasso was 
inspired with him and understood him. But then Pro-
fessor Losch went further, talking about the spiritual, 
symbolical and hidden meaning of fruits in Cez-
anne’s art. For example in Paul Cezanne’s A Modern 
Olympia, fruits are a symbol of passion but in one of 
his other paintings, Still Life with Plaster Cast, Cez-

anne painted apples and onions next to each other, 
which shows the inner conflicts of the artist. 

The exhibition was followed by a reception with food 
and drink and it was well attended by students and 
professors.  

 There are going to be more activities like this 
next semester, where students showcase their creative 
minds that has being equipped and refined here in the 
College. Let us hope that fellow students should give 
their support. 

SOCIETY AND ART 
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MEMORIES 
 

And she listens to the rain 
Wondering whether you are listening too 

But she does not say a word 
You’ve left and she’s to move on 

 
And she dances, and sings with a smile on her face 

And she dare not say a word 
But she’s wondering whether you’re dancing too 

But you’ve left so she’s to move on 
 

And she makes a joke and everyone laughs 
And she’s wondering whether you’d laugh too 

But she dare not say a word 
Cos you’ve left and she’s to move on 

 
And she talks of tomorrow but thinks of the past 

Wondering whether you think of it too 
But she dare not say a word 

You’ve left and she’s to move on 
 

And she kisses a guy, 
And she is wondering whether you’ve found someone to kiss too 

But she dare not say a word , though she only loves you. And you‘ve left 
And she is trying so hard to move on 

 
And she’s wondering when that time will come 

When she listens to the rain, dances and sings, makes jokes, talks about tomorrow and kisses again. When 
finally she moves on, and you’ve not only left but you’re gone. 

Oh, how I wonder when that day will come. 
 

      -Verena Zyla 
 
Sudoku Puzzle 
Sudoku is easy to play and the rules are simple. Fill 
in the blanks so that each row, each column, and 
each of the nine 3x3 grids contain one instance of 
each of the numbers 1 through 9. 

#057: Solutions can be found at:http://
www.puzzles.ca/sudoku_puzzles/

sudoku_easy_057.html 

Another brainteaser: what row of numbers comes 
next in this series? 

1 
11 
21 

1211 

CREATIVITY 
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Announcements 

Staff Writers: 
Gabrielle Hollows 
Mona Monsefi 
Cynthia Nwaiwu 
Ruth Odusami  
João Salviano Carmo  
David Van Tassell 
Guest Writers: 
Katalin Szoboszlay 
Verena Zyla 

Copy Editor: 
Sylvia Nwosu 
Issue Editors: 
Gabrielle Hollows & Sylvia 
Nwosu 
Editor: 
Tom Fried 
Advisor: 
Dr. Matthew Adamson 

Graduation  
Exercise 

The Messenger invites 
you all to come support 
and wish the graduat-
ing students good luck 
in their future. They 

are: 
Ahmadpour Vahideh 
Akpan, Ezekiel Ukata 

Timothy Paul 
Cauwels 

Dessislava Krasteva 
Jennifer Eva Lax 

Lin Wei 
Jan Mashat 

John Patrick Meyers 
Nwosu Chinelo Sylvia 

Tamás Palcsó 
Andrew Robert 

Shields 
Zeynab Zarringhoba 

Zhai Yuji 

LAFF IT OFF—Do 
you remember 

when?... 
 

One day Dick Cheney, 
George Bush and Laura 
Bush were in a private 
jet, flying over 
Europe. George Bush 
said, “If I throw this 
hundred-dollar bill off 
this jet I'll make one 
person happy!" Then 
Dick Cheney said, 
“Man if I throw 10 ten-
dollar bills down, I'll 
make ten people 
happy!" Then Laura 
Bush said, “If I throw 
one hundred one-dollar 
bills off this jet I'll 
make a hundred people 
happy." Then the pilot 
said, “Man, if I throw 
these three loudmouths 
outta this jet, I'll make 
six billion people 
happy."  

 

. 

 

 
 

The Budapest Chronicles! 
 

Flying Mongrel Dogs, Uneven Geography, a Falafel Based 
Economy?!  Who could make some sense out of all this 
nonsense?  Only one man, a man of immense strength, 

beauty, and moral fiber.  The one, the only, David Van Tas-
sell! 

In this saga the hero is describing his chronicles in Buda-
pest, wisely dubbed as: 

 
For more information visit http://
www.budachron.blogspot.com 

 
 
 
 

  
Check out the new Messenger Facebook  

group page! 
 

Just make a search for The Messenger Online. 
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