
McDaniel College   The Messenger 

 

Volume 15, Issue 1 

October 13, 2010 

McDaniel College Budapest 

 
 
*  Editorial—page 2 
 

*  Why France? And why not Italy, Hungary, or even the 
USA? Hilary Frink ponders whether the EU is unfairly 
targeting France over its treatment of Roma—page 2 

*  The Pope breaks his silence 
Pope Benedict XVI finally addresses victims of sexual abuse 
within the Catholic Church—page 3 
 
*  Budapest, it is Time to Start Thinking—page 5 

*  We are McDaniel College—page 5 

*  The American Experience—page 6 

*  Szabó Ervin Könyvtár - Chaili Beite uncovers a gem of a 
local library—page 6  
 

*  2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa and its aftermath… 
Daniel Hamori sees mainly positives from South Africa’s 
hosting of the biggest sporting event of all—page 7 

*  The World Cup - Now it's up to you Brazil! João Salviano 
observes the lessons to be learnt from South Africa 2010 
and taken forward to Brazil 2014—page 8 

* Albania, the forgotten pearl of the Balkans:  Adela Kuci 
takes us on a personal of tour of her homeland—page 9 

*  Out and about - KC Bosco finds activities to stimulate 
the mind and body in abundance in Budapest—page 10 

*  Taylor Swift offers Kanye West a song, but is she offering 
a truce? Asks Abel Kayode—page 11 

 

 

 

Szimpla Still Open! 
Vlada Sahovic feels our drinking rights im-

pinged with the enforced early closing of one of 
Budapest’s fave nighspots, but wonders is it 

really a bad thing? 
 

 In September one of our basic rights was taken away 
from us. We were forbidden to drink the fruits of the al-
mighty Dionysus beyond midnight. We were to drink no 
more at our favorite spot... that is until one morning we 
arose from our slumber to the clear and loud voice of a gen-
eration, posted via that all-encompassing network of the 
Internet, which told us: “We Are Still Open!” 

 However, on reflection, after much ruckus surfaced 
in relation to Szimpla Kert’s new closing hours of midnight, 
we can’t really argue that it is too much of a shame and 
scandal in all objectiveness. We can understand the 
neighbors, who work all those draining early morning shifts, 
not wanting to listen to drunk foreigners screaming in the 
middle of the night. We can understand the local municipal-
ity trying to assist those people. We can also understand the 
management of Szimpla being outraged because their earn-
ings will be substantially decreased.  
 
 But there are other things that are less understandable 
in the whole situation. 
 
 Seeing as there are so many places in the wider center 
of Budapest where one can have fun and get intoxicated well 
into the early morning hours, why would limiting Szimpla 
Kert be such a dreadful thing? 
(Continued on page 4.) 
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Editorial 
João Salviano 

As fall truly begins it is time for the Messenger to hit the stands once again. 
 With a renewed team and renewed energies, this semester we will look into what is going on around us, 
as well as what is happening at McDaniel College Budapest. 
 More than ever we want the Messenger to be an instrument at the service of all the students, a privi-
leged space to share information, thoughts and views of anyone who would like to use this newspaper as a 
platform for communication within our College. 
 During the next couple of months we plan to re-launch our blog and Facebook page in order to give you 
an opportunity to contribute to the development of the newspaper, and we are also looking to ways of improv-
ing your experience as a faithful reader of the Messenger. 
 Also, look out for competitions and humor, recipes that will enhance your palate, ideas for traveling or 
news from the world of music. This semester the Messenger will be a full package aiming at pleasing all of 
you and bringing us all closer together as we conquer the academic obstacles on our way to graduation. 
Enjoy! 
 

 

Why France? And why not Italy, Hungary, or even the USA?  

Hilary Frink 

 France, with its much scrutinized deportations of Roma in September, has not been the only country to 
recently have its anti-Roma actions out in the open, and it sure won’t be the last.  Lately, it’s been impossible 
to search for news about Europe without seeing something about what the Sarkozy government is doing to the 
Roma in France.  But why has France been thrust into the spotlight and not the rest? 

All over Europe Roma have been the scapegoats and targets for many of Europe’s problems.  Italy has been 
doing much worse to the Roma than France for a number of years and no one has done anything about it.  In 
Hungary, some people talk about the Roma as if they are a common strain of rodent that could spread the next 
plague.  In the USA many won’t even recognize the Roma as people and don’t even believe they exist, assum-
ing that they just come from fairy tales.   

The EU has finally become involved in the 
treatment of the Roma but for what rea-
sons?  If it is truly to protect the human 
rights of the Roma then why haven’t they 
turned their attention to Italy?  In a docu-
mentary film titled Lashi Vita, (http://
mundiromani.com/videos/?video[video]
[item]=48 ), Kata Barsony and the Mundi 
Romani team were able to document inci-
dences in which the Italian government has 
specifically targeted the Roma people living 
there.  Through their interviews in 2008, 
they exposed how the Italian government 
has been documenting the Roma through 
fingerprint ID’s that they must carry at all times so that all authority figures can see that they are Roma.   Dare 
we say it, but this sounds a bit familiar to something else that has happened in history. 

Moreover, the EU has not even glanced to the East at what has been happening to the Roma there.  They just 
look at western Europe, overlooking clear cases of human rights violations in the process.  For example, in 
Hungary during the past year six Roma families have fallen victim to hate crimes in which their houses have 
been burned.   Nobody came to their aid, while no authorities appeared to have noticed.  
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All of these events that occurred have been based on racism, along with Sarkozy’s recent Roma deportations 
from France.  These actions have not been carried out against the poor, illegal immigrants, but instead against 
a minority group.   So why now, why so suddenly is the issue of the treatment of the Roma surfacing?   

It has become apparent that the involvement of the EU in France is not because of the overt racist acts against 
the Roma in Europe, but that it’s merely a ploy to make Europe appear not to be racist.  They are realizing that 
Sarkozy is not the best leader and is running France into the ground.  So they decided to pick one issue to 
back, a cause that will make them look good to the rest of the world, so that they can get rid of Sarkozy.  If the 
EU really cared about how the Roma are treated then they will investigate the other countries and look into the 
hate crimes and acts of racism that are happening throughout the rest of the EU.   

France is neither the only country, nor the worst country when it comes to racism against Roma. There has 
been an almost 1000-year-history of racism, hatred, and fear between the Roma peoples and the Europeans.  
Now suddenly the European governments are getting involved just because they are being evicted from 
France.   What about the countless killings, segregations, and improper use of the Law and legal systems 
against the Roma?  When will the Roma get the justice that is their given birth right and not just a smallpox 
covered blanket to keep them warm on their forced exodus from France? 

 
The Pope breaks his silence 

Pope Benedict XVI finally addresses victims of sexual abuse within  
the Catholic Church 

 
Verena Zyla 

 
On his historic visit to the UK in September, Pope Benedict XVI condemned the abuse by Catholic priests as 
“indescribable crimes”. He personally met victims of sexual abuse and promised to hand over cases of pedo-
philia to the judiciary in the future.  
After more and more Catholic victims of abuse came out in public 
with their stories earlier this year, many faced great disappointment 
when there was no strong response from the Pope. This weekend 
came as a surprise to many and renewed people’s faith in the church. 
“I think of the immense suffering caused by the abuse of children, 
especially within the church and by her ministers," the Pope said 
during mass held at the Catholic Westminster Cathedral. "Above all, 
I express my deep sorrow to the innocent victims of these unspeak-
able crimes, along with my hope that the power of Christ's grace, his 
sacrifice of reconciliation, will bring deep healing and peace to their 
lives.” 
The Pope then praised the British resistance to the Nazi regime and 
described the time in which he was forced to join the Hitler Youth as 
“the dark days of the Nazi regime in Germany”.  
The visit also included the beatification of Cardinal John Henry 
Newman, who is revered by both members of the Church of Eng-
land, as well as the Catholic Church. It also marked a warming of 
relations between the Pope and Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Williams, the head of the Church of England, even 
talked of “our shared calling”. 
What had started as a chaotic and troubled visit with 10,000 turning up to protest against the Pope, and even a 
rumored assignation plot, turned into an inspiring weekend with much greater numbers coming to support 
him. "You have really challenged the whole country to sit up and think, and that can only be a good thing,” 
concurred British Prime Minister David Cameron, also mentioning that on his visit the Pope "offered a mes-
sage to each and every one of us". Image courtesy of M.Mazur/www.thepapalvisit 
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Szimpla still open! 
 

  
 (Continued from page 1.) First of all, Szimpla is often the host of multicultural, syncretic manifesta-
tions which, in light of the current world trends can be said to be an 
important factor for the social-cultural fabric of a nation. Szimpla 
tries to host and promote multicultural mixing and to serve as 
grounds for experimental modern art. Its decor hints at this. It also 
holds such happenings as board-game tournaments and second-hand 
sales. So what does this have to do with staying open and causing 
noise after midnight? 
 
 Well, the sad state of affairs is the following: it is the current 
trend among the younger members of our society to stay out real late, 
even unfashionably late. Hence, places like Szimpla Kert earn most 
of their profits after the midnight hour. This is not a justification, just 
the bare state of affairs. An institution like of Szimpla cannot manage 
to host music and visual art performances, nor can they run a profit-
able business in the end, if they do not work the “rush hour”. That is 
perhaps why people protested. 
 
 An institution like of Szimpla cannot manage to host music 
and visual art performances, nor can they run a profitable business in 
the end, if they do not work the “rush hour”. That is perhaps why 
people protested. 
 
 On Wednesday the 13th of September a small crowd gathered in front of the Erzsebetváros Municipal 

building to protest the new restrictions imposed upon Szimpla. 
Even a politician, named Gusztav Kecskés, running in the local 
elections came there to show his support for the youth. The group 
of thirty or so relatively tranquil people stood in front of the build-
ing and yelled out slogans and obscenities at the representatives of 
the municipality, who were probably sitting rather calmly in their 
chairs, nonplussed by the apparent murmur outside, which was in 
all likelihood blocked out by the sound of automobiles and public 
transportation. So as the thirty or so people disbanded after a mere 
40 minutes or so of occasional shouting at closed doors, one could 
not but stay disillusioned and in thought. 
 
 Although there still seems to be a will for some sort of con-
crete, non-conformist action from today’s youth, it always seems 
to be connected either to some new forms of conceptual/consumer 
art, partying, fascistic socio-nationalist protests and plain vandal-
ism, rights to freely express yourself and once more, the right to 
party. Although Szimpla Kert is dear to us all there might be other 
more pressing issues around. So as politicians spend their time 
buying popularity votes and young people continue protesting for 
their right to party, I wonder: what was Hungary’s GDP last year 
and how many Roma are hampered by domestic cultural views?  
 
Never mind: “One White Russian please!” 

http://www.szimpla.hu/index3.htm 
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Budapest, it is Time to Start  
Thinking 

 
Hilary Frink 

 
 A new semester, a new academic year, and a new international magazine to THINK about; Think 
magazine has hit the streets of Budapest.   For all of us out there in Budapest who are not tourists, but have not 
yet mastered the Hungarian language there is finally a magazine of opinions, literature and culture.  I am talk-
ing about Think Magazine, which has experienced enormous success in both Prague and Singapore.   This 
magazine is a new form of media for the English speaking people in Hungary which is not just a listing of the 
same 100 bars and restaurants.  It is also a combination of native Hungarian authors and international English 
authors to create a bi-lingual look at this European Capital. 
If anyone is interested in writing for Think Magazine send an email to hilary@think-magazine.com. 
It is a volunteer based magazine so anyone is welcome to write which is published once a month.  The title is 
Think because we want to get Budapest to start thinking, and pushing cultural and social boundaries. 

 

We are McDaniel College 

Tom Fried  

“I am McDaniel College” declared Dr. Roger Casey, the new president of McDaniel College, at the opening 
convocation to mark the beginning of the sixteenth academic year of the McDaniel College Budapest pro-
gram. However, his message was directed to the entire Faculty Staff and students from 21 countries in atten-
dance, who together chanted “I am McDaniel College.” His message emphasized the role of each individual in 
shaping and defining McDaniel College, in order for students to get 
the most from their time at McDaniel, enhancing their academic lives 
in the process. 

At the opening convocation for the beginning of 2010/2011 academic 
year, which took place on September 1, Dr. Laszló Frenyó, the Dean 
of the Budapest campus also introduced Eleni Tsakopoulos 
Kounalakis, U.S ambassador to Hungary. She evoked the historical 
moment and opportunity for change presented when, during the battle 
for the Democrats nomination for its presidential candidate, it first 
became apparent that the USA would soon be led by either a black 
man or a woman.  
 
The new president, who attended together with his wife, Robyn Al-
lers, introduced himself with a powerful and amusing speech in which he quoted the Black Eyed Peas, im-
plored the crowd to “Let’s get it started in here.” Through his first speech at McDaniel College Budapest he 
advised students not only on how to survive in the Liberal Arts education system, but mainly how to thrive in 
it and enjoy it. According to Dr. Casey, the best way to handle the pressure of studying is to enjoy learning 
new things.  
 
As is the tradition of the official opening of the academic year at the McDaniel College Budapest, the students 
then had the chance to get to know other students on the famous boat trip along the Danube, which took place 
right after the opening ceremony.  
 
The Messenger team would like to wish the best of luck to the new president of McDaniel College and to the 
entire faculty staff, as well as all students. 

Campus Life 
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The American Experience 
João Salviano 

 
A blog of Gabi Hollows, a McDaniel Budapest student, about her life during 4 months in the main campus. 
 
All of us at McDaniel Budapest who will have to spend a semester in the main campus at Westminster, Mary-
land, certainly have wondered what it would be like over there. 
This semester the Messenger is privileged to have access to the experience of a former member of the staff 
who is presently at Westminster. 
Gabi graciously accepted to share with us here in Budapest some of her feelings and insights into what the 
American Experience is all about for her and, hopefully, this will be of good use to the ones who will follow 
in her steps. 
The following are excerpts of Gabi’s blog http://onlyfourmonths.blogspot.com, hope you enjoy! 

It's Just Four Months 

“Driving out of Baltimore and onto the highway all I could think about was what it was going to be like. But 
the more we drove my heart started to sink as we got further and further into rural territory. Taking the exit off 
I really thought, and secretly hoped, that we had taken a wrong turn. But no we were driving through what I 
like to call “hillbilly land”. I know it is stereotyping but it is the easiest way to describe it. We drove past barn 
after barn and I had a picture of a twister rolling through and collecting the entire town in one, just like in the 
movies. Wishful thinking as this is the town of Westminster, where I will be for the next four months.” 

Making New Friends 
 

“I think that one of the hardest things to do when starting college is making new friends. It is the thing that 
most new students will dread the entire summer holiday before starting college—be it friends that are in your 
flat/suite area, friends in your classes or lifelong friends. The possibilities are endless yet it's an incredibly 
difficult task…It is a challenge to know how open or closed off one should be. Who is going to be the first to 
tell their stories and what questions you want answered to determine if they are going to be your friend or not. 
And then, if you are like me, completely forget exactly what they told you straight away and you may need to 
go back and ask the exact same questions again. It is a very daunting task to undertake; however we have all 
been there and done that…There are a select few who really do want to get to know you and be friends. These 
are the friends that you know you will be friends with for a long time. And just sometimes it will take you a 
little longer to know who those friends are going to be.” 

 
Szabó Ervin Könyvtár  

 
Chaili Beite 

 
Can’t concentrate at home? Is your roommate too noisy? Do you need books for further reference? These are 
some of the problems that college students encounter when they try to work at home. It may seem difficult to 
find a library that is: near the college campus; rich in resource books in Hungarian, English and other lan-
guages; and one where you can also study for free. The Szabó Ervin Könyvtár, which is Budapest’s central 
and largest library, more than satisfies all these requirements, plus it’s a stunning setting that’s rich in history 
and a real architectural beauty.   
 
The Szabó Ervin Könyvtár has on its shelves 800,000 children’s and adult books, more than 1,000 foreign and 
Hungarian magazines and newspapers, and 40,000 audiovisual and digital documents. The seven floor library 
is also divided into different sections. On each floor there are books, books, DVDs, and CD in different lan-
guages. Each floor has also got a different layout and structure. 
 
On the ground floor the collection of videos and DVDs (films), CD-ROMs for language learning, encyclope-
dias, and popular science material are to be found. You can also find various music CDs, novels in various  
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categories, the latest handbooks or references on law and busi-
ness. The buffet is at the entrance of the library should you get 
hungry from all that reading and studying. 
The children’s section is on the first floor. On the second floor 
there are a wide range of books about different subjects from 
general subjects, to natural science and history. On each subject 
there is also a subdivision such as social science, pedagogy in 
general education, history of pedagogy, and higher education. 
There is also an Internet room where you can use Word, Excel 
and surf the Internet for a charge. 
The reading room of literature and linguistics is located on the 
third floor. This is also where you can discover books about lit-
erature and the history of literature, as well as the latest diction-
aries. The library also offers several literary works on CD and 
video recordings of theatre performances. 
The general reading room is on the fourth floor for those who 
want to use the encyclopedia, reference sources and handbooks, 
biographies, as well as materials for history. There are also over 
200 Hungarian and foreign periodical publications, weekly and 
daily papers which also extend to the fifth floor. English, and 
other foreign language books are mixed in with Hungarian 
books. 
The 106-year-old building designed by Count Frigyes Wenck-
heim was once called the Wenckheim Palace; now the building 
is known as the Central Library of Budapest and Szabó Ervin 
Könyvtár. The historic details of the building may be hard to 
describe with words , but on the fourth floor there are still re-
mains of the old palace rooms. Now they are called reading 
rooms, although the walls are still in their original ornate form. 
Taking public transport to the library is also very easy. From 
Keleti you can catch the 7 bus or take the metro to Astoria or 
Kálvin tér. From Astoria you can jump on the 47 or 49 tram to Kálvin tér from there you can walk to the 
library. 
Budapest Central Library, 1088 Budapest, Szabó Ervin tér 1, Tel: 411-5000, www.fszek.hu 

 

2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa and its aftermath…  

Daniel Hamori  

 The 2010 World Cup may have ended in July, but there are still many images left in peoples´ minds. 
Not only was it the first World Cup to be held in Africa, with the South African team scoring the first goal 
of the tournament, there were also some remarkable changes for South Africa itself caused by this magnifi-
cent festival of football. 
 For the most part, the South Africans proved themselves to be great hosts to the rest of the world, 
and have been rewarded by an economic boost during the World Cup, and hopefully also long after. The 
World Cup brought many thousands of people to South Africa who not only enjoyed the football, but also 
the fantastic spirit of this country. However, it could also have a major beneficial influence on the country’s 
tourism long after the fans departed. More than $2.1 billion has been invested in transportation and infra-
structure projects, leading to a higher reputation of South Africa abroad. Moreover, the modern and vibrant 
ambience of South  Africa emphasizes the contrast to the old traditional South Africa in a beautiful way. 
The country has been  “upgraded” thanks to this mega event, after missing out on the chance to host the 
2006 World Cup after losing out to Germany by one vote. 

Sports and Fitness  
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Nevertheless, while tourists were seduced by the beautiful landscapes and culture of South Africa, it’s hard to 
predict whether there will really be a lasting real economic impetus or not. As we all know, South Africa is 
still struggling with some serious problems regarding unemployment and pov-
erty as it continuously struggles to find its position between the third and first 
worlds.  Unemployment stands at around 25 percent, with a much higher per-
centage coming from the majority black population. What of the effect of the  
World Cup on the people of South Africa itself?  
 
During the World Cup people of different races were dancing and cheering 
together enjoying the moment of joy, though there were also reports of bar 
owners asking foreign visitors if they wanted the blacks to leave the establish-
ment. Apartheid, the legal system of racial segregation that isolated South 
Africa from the rest of the world for decades, ended in 1994. 
Nevertheless, despite reminders of the dark old days, there has been real pro-
gress in South Africa. Earlier, blacks and whites could never sit together in 
stadiums, go to the same school, sit in the same restaurant, or play in the same 
football team. They could not even walk down the same street. 
 

Within 20 years South Africa has developed, managed to host such a big event and made the people come to-
gether. White South African supporters were seen having their faces painted in the colors of their team and 
cheering for young blacks. That is something the World Cup has achieved: team spirit across a whole nation 
and hopefully this positive trend will go on in the future and bring the people even closer together. That’s why 
even though Spain lifted the trophy South Africa remains the true winner, the winner of hearts.  

 

The World Cup - Now it's up to you Brazil!  

João Salviano  

 In the wake of the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa the world of international football is now turn-
ing its attention towards the road to Brazil 2014, the likes of Euro 2012 aside. In footballing terms South Af-
rica 2010 is widely regarded as a muted competition in which only a couple of teams really showcased what 
they are capable of and so we now look anxiously forward to the next competition with the hope of some spec-
tacular football next time around. 
 
However, South Africa 2010 was not only about the beautiful game itself. Many lessons can be drawn from 
what happened over there and these lessons should be taken 
forward to Brazil in order to maintain the positives and im-
prove on the negatives of what we witnessed this summer. 
 
For those who followed closely the tournament it became 
clear that in South Africa itself the hearts may have been with 
the “Bafana-Bafana”, but their minds were clearly divided 
over the cost of hosting the biggest football tournament in the 
world. 
 
We all witnessed the strike by stewards complaining they 
were not being paid for their duties in the stadiums, the protest 
of miners, and other workers, demanding higher raises rather than seeing their government spend an awful lot 
of money on what they saw as a marketing campaign. 
 
So what can we hope for as we look ahead to Brazil 2014? Hopefully for an entertaining World Cup, that’s for 
sure, but also to see Brazil using the tournament to bring forth domestic developments that will improve peo-
ple’s lives. 
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The World Cup demands a lot of investment and infrastructure improvements from the countries who host it. 
This investment can be carried out in a sustainable way and create jobs, strengthen the national identity of the 
country, improve the image of the nation in the region and beyond, and all this must be done with a long term 
perspective, with the goal of modernizing the country for a period way longer than a one month competition 
alone. 
 
On another issue, it would be interesting to see Brazil using this opportunity to promote the preservation of 
Amazonia for instance, and raise awareness next to the football crowd from around the globe on the impor-
tance of football in itself becoming also a tool to mobilize us for bigger issues. 
 

In the end the World Cup is a worldwide moment of celebration, a momentous occasion where greatness usu-
ally emerges from national teams and their stars, but it can and should be much more than this. If Brazil grasps 
the opportunity to further develop its nation, to make a call to the international community to help in preserv-
ing what remains of Amazonia, or any other worthy cause, we will then see, not only Brazil emerging as a 
natural winner, but also football growing stronger in people’s minds and lives. 

 

Albania, the forgotten pearl of the Balkans: 

Adela Kuci  

 Only 20 years ago Albania was one of the most isolated and totalitarian states in Europe.  Later on it 
suffered a horrible civil war, which thrust the country into deep poverty, leading to huge migration and also 
making it an unsafe place. However, the land that the Illyrians –  Europe’s oldest native people – hail from is 
no longer blighted by its painful recent past as a dynamic energy 
surges out of its every pore, rendering this beautiful and ancient 
land safe, seductive and one of the places to be. 

Bordered by Montenegro to the northwest, Kosovo to the northeast 
and west, the Republic of Macedonia to the east, Greece to the 
south and southeast, with Italy only 72 km away by sea, this small 
country is home to just three million people and will dazzle any-
body with its unforgettable panoramas and destinations. Albania’s 
proud, industrious and hospitable people of the three different relig-
ions of Muslim, Catholic and Orthodox live together in harmony, 
and treat each other with respect and appreciation , which is the 
envy of many other nations.  

In Albania, there really is a place for people from all cultures, denominations and background.  

For stunning nature, trekking, climbing, skiing, beautiful canyons, rivers and famous lakes, head for the moun-
tainous Diber region in northern Albania. Diber is home to the 2,753-meter-high Korab mountain, which is the 
country’s highest peak. Skiers will also find a great base in the city of Korca in southeast Albania from which 
to explore the slopes of the Morava Mountain. The River Osum canyon passes through one the historical  city 
of Berat, and verdant valleys like Valbona by the town of Valbone. Lake Orhid is one of the oldest and deep-
est lakes in Europe, and the lively city of Pogradec strides its banks.  At scenic Lake Skadar, the biggest lake 
in the Balkans, look out for the castle of Rozava in the town of Shkoder. Ancient castles and forgotten cities, 
such as Kruja and Appollonia, fascinate even archeologists.  

Travel  
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Beach lovers are spoilt for choice with Albania’s 504 km 
stretches of seaside, which is divided into two: the sandy 
Adriatic coastline contrasts with the rocky beaches of the 
Ionian Sea. The towns of Durres, Vlora, Himare and 
Saranda are the pick of the coastal towns. 

Those in search of relatively big city thrills should make 
for buzzing Tirana. The country’s capital has been trans-
formed in the last decade. Don’t be put off by the commu-
nist architecture, since the city is very metropolitan and 
vivacious. By night, check out clubs like Lollipop, Folie 
and Living Room, and clear the cobwebs the next day with 
a hike up Dajti Mountain, which can be reached in just 15 
minutes from downtown Tirana. Meanwhile, the beach is 
just 30 minutes away. 
 
Then there’s the food!  Traditional Albanian cuisine is 
essentially Mediterranean in character, and lately we can 
also see typical Italian dishes on Albanian tables. You 
shouldn’t leave the country without tasting the fresh sea-
food and trying something traditional like the famous Al-
banian pastry, known as byrek, which can be filled with 
spinach, cheese, meat or even pumpkin, washed down with 

raki, Albania’s version of the fiery anise spirit. 
 

Albania is as a diverse a destination as they come, offering 
healthy and quality food, high culture, an eventful history, 
happening cities, and stunning vistas. Everywhere you go 
the people are welcoming, and the prices cheap. What’s not 
to like?  

 

 
Out and about 

 
KC Bosco 

 
With the fall semester in full swing, there’s also plenty going outside the classroom with which to engage the 
gray matter, plus loads of ways to keep in shape and just chill out. When it comes to the arts, there’s never a 
dull moment. Here are the highlights of some upcoming events, places to go, and also what to do in Budapest 
this autumn. Remember, always have your student ID card with you as it saves some cash. 
 
Lovers of live performances should head for the The Palace of Arts for classi-
cal music, opera, jazz, which also excels in fine arts. There are reductions for 
students who just need to present his/her student ID and be at the concert venue 
or event one hour before the commencement time. You can get more informa-
tion by contacting The Palace of Arts: www.mupa.hu/eng or e-mail: 
info@mupa.hu. 

Social, Arts & Culture 
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The Hungarian National Gallery at the Buda Palace has an im-
pressive collection all the way from the medieval and renaissance 
stone carvings to 20th century works. There is an exhibition cur-
rently going on there (until February 2011) entitled “The collection 
within The Collection”. It is about illustration and advertising de-
sign as shown in a collection of prints and drawings, which deals 
with print making and drawings associated with the art of printing 
in early 20th century Hungary with works from famous artists like 
Mihaly Biro, Sandor Bortnyik, and Zsuzsa Beck. 
 
If you are a movie fan, then get on board the movie train at Palace 
Cinemas. They have the latest films from Hollywood and the rest 
of the world. Most of the movies are translated into Hungarian but 
you can find the latest English movies at MOM Park  on the Buda 
side and Westend City Center on the Pest side. There are dis-
counts for students. Do not miss the controversial new movie about 
the founding of Facebook called The Social Network. So, get your 

cold drinks and popcorn ready, it is going to be a fun ride. For information 
regarding the latest movies logon to www.palacecinemas.hu/eng.  
 
There’s a great variety of recreation for students available in Budapest, 
especially at weekends. Skateboarding, roller-skating, playing tennis, foot-
ball and bowling are just for starters. There’s are nice bowling alleys at the 
Mammut Plaza on the 2nd floor; and the Strike Bowling Club at Buda-
foki ut 111-113. One can also carefully skateboard at the picturesque He-
roes Square and around the City Park, or go to Gorzenal: at III Arpad 
fejedelem utca 46. Tennis lovers can choose from countless good quality 
tennis courts in Budapest, while the game can be played all through the 
year. In the summer a court can cost just HUF 2000 to rent per hour, while 
in the winter it is somewhat more expensive. 
 
 

Taylor Swift offers Kanye West a song, but is she offering a truce? 

Abel Kayode 
 
Taylor Swift hasn’t forgotten – or in fact, forgiven – Kanye West’s action at last year’s MTV Video Music 
Awards (VMA) when the latter infamously stormed the stage to grab the former’s award, stating that some-
one else deserved it more than the petite female country singer. At this years’ event, held at the Nokia 
Theatre in Los Angeles on the12th of September 2010, Swift offered the rapper a song from her upcoming 
album, Speak Now.  
 
During the 2009 VMA show, Kanye West rudely grabbed the microphone from Taylor Swift's hand and 
proclaimed another singer deserved the award more than she did. "Taylor I’m really happy for you, and I'm 
gonna let you finish, but Beyonce had one of the best videos of all time", said the rapper leaving Swift 
speechless on stage while the cameras zoomed in on an embarrassed Beyonce. This year, both artists per-
formed separately at the ceremony, despite much speculation as to whether they would do a duet. During 
her performance Swift expressed her forgiveness towards West's offensive actions through her lyrics say-
ing, "Who you are is not what you did...You're still an innocent. " That definitely sounded like it could be 
Kanye West or any dumb fool who's made a brainless mistake. However, even in it's forgiving spirit, Swift 
was able to cleverly incorporate stabs at Kanye West and his stupidity. 
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Check out The Messenger’s new blog! 
http://mcdanielmessengeronline.blogspot.com/ 

 

Messenger meetings 
 

Every Wednesday 
12:00-12:25 
Room 224 

The Messenger welcomes all sorts of submissions, ranging from articles, essays, and editorials, to poetry, up-
dates, and photos. 

Send your material to Editor  João Salviano at joao.salviano@gmail.com 

Student Activities 
  

Open Forum: Ethics in and out of the classroom, an interactive discussion 
Wednesday, October 27, 5:45pm 

  
Career/Internship Evening 

Thursday, November 4, 5:45pm 
  

Hike in the Börszöny Hills 
October/November, exact date to be announced 

  
Movie Night: Wilde (bio pic of Oscar Wilde) 

November, exact date to be announced 
  

St. Nicholas/Winter Party 
December, exact date to be announced 


