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Check out The Messenger’s new blog! 
http://mcdanielmessengeronline.blogspot.com/ 

 

Messenger meetings 
 

Every Wednesday 
12:00-12:25 
Room 224 

The Messenger welcomes all sorts of submissions, ranging from articles, essays, and editorials, to poetry, up-
dates, and photos. 

Send your material to Editor João Salviano Carmo at joao.salviano@gmail.com. 

Museum of Fine Arts, cont. 
  

We were so immersed in the ancient world of antique arts until we nearly got kicked out of the mu-

seum because of the closing time. I felt sad at that moment, knowing that I might not have the chance to see all 

these ancient art gems for a long time, but then the consolation was that I made the best use of the moment. In 

fact, the museum is closing soon for intensive renovation for two years. 

So I am one of the privileged few who had the opportunity to see these 

artworks for the last time in Budapest, for a long time. One thing is cer-

tain, I could give you a perfect description of a black-figured krater based 

on seeing it live in its three dimensional form and its real color, and not 

based on a two dimensional picture online. 

For those of you who could not be there, well, do not feel so sad, 

you could make up by attending the rest of the student activities mapped 

out for this semester. Remember, it is an opportunity to hang out with 

other students, gain new experiences, enjoy the free or discounted tickets, 

the free refreshments and Pogácsas and… have fun! 
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500 g (1 lb) long-grain rice 
Lettuce, parsley or fresh coriander (cilantro) and hard-boiled eggs to garnish 
 

∗ Unless the rice is pretty clean, you will want to rinse it before cooking it. 
∗ Put the rice and about 6 cups (or about 1½ liters) of water into a pot and place on high heat. (Some 
people prefer to boil the water and add the rice to boiling water. This is fine too.) 

∗ If you are using fresh ingredients (the tomatoes and pepper) blend them until they are smooth in 
texture (you can also grind the onion with this mixture). 

∗ Let the rice cook 10-15 minutes. 
∗ Add either the tomato/pepper mixture or the tomato sauce and tomato paste. If you have not added 
the onion, you can slice or dice it now and add to the pot, depending on how large you like your onions. 

∗ Add enough water to allow the rice to complete cooking (since you will not be draining the rice, it is 
better to add too little and check up on it often, than to add too much). 

∗ If you have any meat broth from boiling any meat, you can add it to this as well. Otherwise, unless 
you are a vegetarian, suggest adding about 4 magi cubes for taste. 

∗ Add about 2 teaspoons of salt, and about ½ a teaspoon of dry red pepper (as the rice is cooking, or 
as you are eating the finished product, you can add more of either one of these so I really suggest starting 
out small, also useful if different people who will be dining have different tastes). 

∗ Allow the rice to continue cooking until the rice is soft. If it is not dry at this point, then switch the 
heat to low to allow it to dry the excess water without making the rice much softer. (Also, some people 
prefer to bake it once they've added the ingredients...I suggest 350 degrees or so.) 

Once cooked, add more salt or pepper to it if you wish. 
 As I said in the introduction you can make you dish unique by adding your favorite fish and vegeta-

bles, so explore and be creative with your appetites. 

Recipe: Jollof Rice http://www.globalgourmet.com/destinations/westafrica/jollofrc.html#ixzz12h3t0lXf 

http://www.motherlandnigeria.com/recipes.html#jollof_rice  

 

Lady Gaga stomps Budapest 
 By Mitchell Dorcas 

 

Lady Gaga, who has been labeled the new Queen of Pop music, took to the stage for a “Monster 

Ball” show in Budapest on Sunday, November 7. The Monster Ball Tour is the second worldwide concert 

tour by Gaga, which started in November 2009 and winds up in May 2011, taking pop music’s latest phe-

nomenon across North America, Europe, Oceania and Asia. 

At the Budapest show she gave renditions of her most popular songs, such as Alejandro, Tele-

phone, Speechless, Poker face, Love game and Bad romance. Gaga seemed to have vocals like Shakira in 

some of her songs at the concert, most noticeably when performing Alejandro. Though her songs are nice 

with very good videos, she doesn’t sound so great live, it transpired. It sounded so unusual, but neverthe-

less she was and is loved by so many in Budapest so that he concert was very much appreciated by her 

fans. She seemed to get much better after she accepted her MTV Europe awards and then sounded rather 

good, in fairness. 

During the show, she was presented with three MTV Europe Music Awards: for Best Pop Artist, 

Best Female Artist and Best Song (Bad Romance), just a year after claiming the award for Best New Act. 

Lady Gaga is a true diva with her own original style of clothing; she has a very creative sense of 

style. She appeared to be wearing a little more than a folded piece of plastic, enhancing her reputation for 

outlandish outfits. Gaga’s dressing style has always been highly outrageous and insane; just recall her meat 

dress for one wacky example. Her costumes are not something we would wear as we go about our day-to-

day activities, though some of her ensembles are nothing short of totally lust-worthy. Almost all her cos-

tumes make it look like she is celebrating Halloween every day of the year, and her attire at the Budapest 

concert was nothing different. 

The talented Lady Gaga has definitely hit the top and is likely to stay there, and has rightly been 

dubbed the next Queen of Pop Music!!! 
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The next collection we toured was titled “Historical Paintings from the late half of the 19th Century.”  

We were shown Viktor Madarasz’s work because it is emblematic of this period.  His work focused on the 

contrasts between lights and darks, particularly exhibited through the detailed attention in his piece László 

Hunyadi on the Bier (1859).  This piece harmonizes an attention to lights, shadows, and darks to capture the 

grief of the period following 1850 and was the first to gain international recognition for a Hungarian artist 

when the painting won the State Grand Prix in Paris in 1861. 

In the collection, “19th Century Art,” we toured the works of Munkacsy, the most popular Hungarian 

artist, and his bosom friend and landscape painter, László Paál.  Munkacsy began life as a poor orphan, echoed 

in his chief subject of the poor.  He was also famous for his ability to contrast lights and darks, exampled in its 

ability to emphasize the tragedy in The Last Day of the Condemned Man. Two of his most famous pieces are 

Churning Woman and Women Carrying Faggots. 

The last collection we toured was “The 20th Century before 1945.”  Károly Ferenczy was the most 

prominent artist from this period.  His pieces were unique because he moved paint-

ing outdoors, leaving the stability of the studio to real world scenes.  This was dif-

ficult because the light changes constantly and the subjects are always moving.  

However, his work remains detailed and exact as illustrated in October 1903.   

Among the last pieces described was Tivadar Kosztka Csontváry’s paint-

ing, Ruins of the Ancient Greek Theatre at Taormina.  At the end of the tour, we 

were shown the way to the overlook from the dome of the castle, allowing students 

who wished to look upon Pest and the Danube from the top of Buda Castle, an 

excellent vantage point.   

Katalin Szondi’s tour of the Hungarian National Gallery of Art gave a good overview of Hungarian 

Art in about 2 hours, enlightening a sleepy audience with small anecdotes and generally interesting informa-

tion.  She chose to discuss only very emblematic paintings, skipping less important pieces and saving students 

from an agonizing account similar to those experienced in other repetitive art galleries throughout Europe. 

 

The Joys of Jollof Rice 
By Tom Okuaga Opute 

 

Tom Okuaga Opute shows us how to prepare and serve West African favourite Jollof Rice, which is a 

West African dish and his personal favorite at parties, weddings and at Christmas), with rice as the primary 

ingredient.  
This dish originates from the West African countries were the ingredients are easily acquired and 

mostly fresh due to subsistence farming practices in these countries. Other cultures have their own variations 
of this dish such as the Spanish rice, Hungarian Rizses hús, the Louisianan Creole Jambalaya, and so many 
more. The only difference is the style of preparation and the basic spices used differ from culture to culture. So 
take the opportunity to add you own spices, and give it a name if you want. The main purpose of this article is 
to eradicate malnutrition amongst international students via consuming this tasty dish. Eat well and enjoy. 
Ingredients: 

500 g (1 lb) lean beef or chicken 

Salt and ground white pepper, to taste 

Vegetable oil for frying 

1L (1-3/4 pt) stock or water with 3 crushed stock cubes 

3 large onions, finely chopped 

4 cloves garlic, peeled and finely chopped 

2-3 chilies (hot peppers), finely chopped 

4 large tomatoes, blanched, peeled and blended or mashed 

45 g (3 tablespoons) tomato paste 

250 g (8 oz) each of assorted chopped vegetables, e.g. car-

rots, green beans,  

     mushrooms and capsicums (sweet or bell peppers) 



McDaniel College 9 The Messenger 

 

Social, Arts & Culture 

An afternoon in the Museum: an Opportunity Missed for Some, 

a Real Treat for Others 
 

By KC Bosco 
 
As an Art History major student, it has long been my dream to see most of, if not all, the ancient art 

works; especially those from the Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek, Roman, and Hel-

lenistic civilizations. I know this wish is not easy to make real, because of the 

fact that most of these ancient art works are scattered across different museum 

all over the world. From the National Archeological Museum in Athens, the 

Louvre in Paris, the British Museum in London, to the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art in New York – it would definitely cost a fortune for a student to travel to 

these museums amid studies during the semester. 

But then, an opportunity came for me to see some of these art works, here in Budapest. It was on 

Sunday, September 26. The instruction from the organizer of the activity, the Sophomore Interdisciplinary 

Seminar Course, “Correspondences in Art and Literature” was that students should meet in front of the Col-

lege at 3:45pm and walk to the Fine Art Museum to view the Ancient Greek and Roman Antiquities Exhibit. 

And you know the best part of this activity… it was for free! 

I arrived at the front of the school gate promptly. There were quite few of us, perhaps because the 

cold and rainy Sunday did not prompt more students to go outside or maybe, if you have not noticed, McDan-

iel College Budapest Campus students sadly seem not to have the motivation to attend most school programs, 

even the picnics. Anyways, we got to the front of the museum and waited for the rest of the expected students 

who actually did not show up. We went through the protocols and finally got into the exhibition hall. The art-

works were unbelievable, absolutely awesome. I could not believe that I finally got to see the real Elgin Am-

phora, the Kraters, Dinos, Hydrias, Psykters, Kylixs… from the black-figured to the red-figured, the list seems 

endless. I savored them and for the first time really saw and felt the differences and details of the artworks and 

their inscriptions. We discussed with our lecturer the different ideas and subjects that emerged as regards each 

interesting artwork we were viewing. 

 

 

 

McDaniel Visits the Hungarian National Gallery of Art 
 

By Seth Marple  

 

On October 30, students from McDaniel College, led by Professor Siklos, met at 10am for a tour of 

the Hungarian National Gallery of Art, located in the Buda Castle. The tour guide, Katalin Szondi, led us sys-

tematically through the different collections. The gallery does not exhibit exclusively Hungarian artists, in-

stead it exhibits many collections of art with the requirement that the art relates to Hungarian topics. 

The first collection we toured was Gothic Panel Paintings.  The collection is unique to the Hungarian 

National Gallery, exhibiting several panel paintings, Winged Altars and even the painted wooden ceiling from 

a Transylvanian Church.  
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£200,000 mark, with the new 5-year contract possibly including bonuses that could take it to some-
where in the range of £220,000 per week. He has become the Man U’s highest ever paid player and the Pre-
mier League’s second highest paid player after Manchester City’s Yaya Toure. Saying he feels so superior to 
his teammates is not only disrespectful, it’s also a sorry excuse for the player who performed so abysmally at 
this year’s World Cup. These are the same crop of footballers he played with last season when was banging in 
goals left, right and centre and was recognized as a genuinely world class footballer.   

The most notable thing during the Rooney soap opera actually was Man United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson (SAF)’s stance on the whole issue. Compared to years gone by, he seemed less sober this time 
around. While the watching world expected him to ditch and probably manhandle Rooney following criticism 
about the direction at which the club is going, SAF to the surprise of many didn’t reproach him in the same 
way he did with previous stars. Of course he’s been in the game long enough and he’s no fool. Knowing full 
well Rooney could have bought out the remainder of his contract with as little as the reported £5 million, SAF 
might have convinced him to extend his contract in order to ship him out for a profitable amount at the end of 
the season or even the next. Of course this hypothesis could be flawed, no one quite knows what is going on 
behind closed doors, but it’s difficult to think SAF would have been proud of his player’s conduct or even his 
teammates. 

With all these considered, it’s not beyond the realms of possibilities to imagine the player leaving 
soon regardless of what he or the club may tell the media and public. 

As one of the world’s most foremost players, there are potential suitors waiting in the wings to save 

him from his Old Trafford nightmare. The likes of Real Madrid, Chelsea and Manchester City have all been 

muted as potential destinations but Rooney doesn’t come across as someone who will relish living abroad 

which probably rules out Real Madrid. So his future probably lies between who can offer more money between 

the two English clubs. 

Karlovy Vary 

A wellness pearl in Czech Republic 

 
By João Salviano 

 
 The rain falls gently into the valley below creating a mist that trans-
forms the landscape into a mythical place where beauty gains a new mean-
ing. 
Down below, as you stand on top of the Diana Tower, lays the imposing and 
magnificent city of Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad in german), where kings and 
philosophers have come throughout the centuries to enjoy the warm and 
therapeutic waters of the natural springs of the area (Please check http://
www.a-karlovy-vary.com/ for prices and packages). 
 As you walk in the streets of Karlovy Vary you immediately are con-
quered by the splendor of the architecture present in almost every building 
and the peaceful atmosphere that is only disturbed by the racing river Tepla who rips through the city center. 
Karlovy Vary is not a place for people demanding action or adrenaline (although you can enjoy a number of 

sports in the area who can give you that kind of rush). It is a rather a place for relaxation and to recharge bat-

teries during a weekend. For lunch/dinner a visit to the local Restaurace U Svejka (http://www.svejk-kv.cz/en/

introductory-page/) is a must. With traditional Bohemian food and a cozy atmosphere (the pork knuckle is a 

must for those who indulge into meat dishes), the restaurant is based on the main character of the novel by 

Jaroslav Hašek, “The good soldier Schweik” (if you want to learn more go to http://www.zenny.com/

nspage.html). 

All in all, Karlovy Vary is a beautiful weekend getaway where you can relax, reflect and be at peace while 

allowing for the surrounding landscape and architecture to sink in and take you away from the stress and wor-

ries of daily life. 

Travelling  
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The Commonwealth Games is one of the biggest sporting events in the world. The sports on show 
are archery, athletics, badminton, boxing, gymnastics, hockey, bowling, netball, rugby, shooting, squash, 
swimming, tennis, table tennis, weightlifting and wrestling. All 
nations participating in the tournament are former British colo-
nies, plus two other nations. The 71 Commonwealth and inde-
pendent nations entering the tournament all have the same politi-
cal goals if it comes to subjects such as human rights, free trade, 
individual liberty, democracy and world peace.  

The Commonwealth Games started off with a spectacu-
lar opening ceremony in the remarkable looking 60,000 capacity 
Jawaharlal Nehru stadium at the beginning of October. Opening 
up with special light effects, fireworks and scintillating perform-
ances, the Commonwealth Games 2010 got off to a good start and 
didn’t get any further negative attention from this point on. 

Australia took home the most medals with an overwhelming 74 golds, out of a total of 177 med-
als. India claimed a little over a hundred medals, and its 38 
golds were good enough for the hosts to finish second, closely 
chased by England in third place with 37 gold medals. Overall, 
England actually won more medals than India. The fourth and 
fifth places went to Canada and the Republic of South Africa. 
The games are good for the progress in India. With a budget of 
US$15.7 billion India invested in road construction, a new air-
port terminal and stadium construction. The athletes performed 
well and the majority of Indian people could be more than satis-
fied the about games as the closing ceremony also took place in 
the Jawaharlal Nehru stadium. 

The next commonwealth games will be held in Glasgow, Scotland in 2014. Scotland, the land that gave the 

world great bridge and road builders, is unlikely to encounter the same kind of problems India did, or did I 

speak to soon? 

 

The Wayne Rooney Saga 
 

By Joseph Ogundipe 
 

In what has been one of the most remarkable events ever 

witnessed in this crazy world of European football, Wayne 

Rooney and his refusal to sign a new contract, and subsequent 

declaration that he wanted out of Old Trafford, momentarily 

brought Old Trafford to its knees. Manchester United has cer-

tainly witnessed some major player exits – the acrimonious exit 

of former England golden boy, David Beckham springs to mind – 

but none have been as spectacular as this. That arguably the big-

gest football club in the world, Britain’s biggest club for sure, 

was held to ransom by an individual shows how much player 

power has risen in the last decade. 

With eighteen months left for his contract to run out, many, including his employer, had expected 

the England striker to extend his contract, but to many people’s surprise, he declined the offer. There was a 

lot of speculation as to why he declined; according to some, he wanted a pay rise to his already astronomi-

cal weekly salary while some, including Rooney himself, said he felt too good to be playing with this cur-

rent Man United squad. In reality, the former claim holds truer even if he doesn’t admit it. Incidentally, he 

eventually succeeded in more than doubling his £90,000 weekly pay packet to an undisclosed figure that is 
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A Question of Ethics 
 

 By Peter Chaili 

 

On October 27 students of McDaniel College and Professors Weiss, Babarczy, and Adamson partici-

pated in an interactive open forum entitled Ethics In and Out of the Classroom. They tackled the question of 

how they determine right from wrong, and how this sense extends into the worlds of school, the workplace, 

and personal relationships. 

We started off the discussion by pairing up with someone we 

were not familiar with and we talked about how we learnt right from 

wrong when we were children. Then the pairs shared their perceptions 

of right from wrong originating from their childhoods with other pairs. 

As we shared our experiences we realized that there are some similari-

ties in everyone's experience relating to telling right from wrong. It also 

became clear that there are also some cultural differences but for the 

most part our experiences are very similar.   

After the discussion of how we distinguish between good and 

bad, we started on our main topic, scrutinizing the Honor Code, focus-

ing in particular on the question of what we should do if we catch some-

one cheating in an exam. According to the Honor Code, we should re-

port the incident. One way to interpret this is “telling” on another stu-

dent. This is one thing if he or she is a stranger, but what if he or she is 

a friend? Would you tell on them then? One excuse would be: “It’s just 

one test, what does it matter as long as they don’t do it in the next test.” If this is the case, then I feel that what 

you are doing essentially is letting them get a grade they do not deserve, ultimately passing the course without 

knowing the subject they have passed. This has potentially damaging moral and practical consequences. Other 

lame excuses could be: “It’s their choice, if they want to cheat then let them cheat” or “just mind your own 

business”. These again are letting them make a mistake and get away with it for the time being; if you don’t 

help and reprimand your friend now, then they might do it again, knowing that they will never be caught. 

 

 

Delhi eventually delivers on Commonwealth Games 2010 
 

By Felix Timmers 
 
The reputation of host country India was on the line after a series of serious setbacks in the run up to 

the Commonwealth Games 2010.  A number of politicians were involved and felt 
personally responsible for the success of the event, which eventually turned out to go 
off “alright on the night”.  

Their involvement became encouraged due to the staggeringly pour prepara-
tions. In Delhi on September 21, a bridge to the Jawaharlal Nehru stadium collapsed 
causing dozens of injuries, just 12 days before the games own starting pistol went off. 
The CIA warned of planned terrorist attacks on Delhi hotels and the lack of security 
was one of the main reasons why some top athletes cancelled their appearances at 
this tournament. Also, a number of athletes’ residences were considered to be dirty 
and unhygienic. With several doubts in place and underwhelming preparations for the event, host country In-
dia somehow managed to organize an ultimately successful tournament.   

Sports and Fitness  
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Biennial Faculty Art Show 2010 

Biennial Faculty Art Show 
 

By Gabi Hollows 
 
October 26 – November 12, 2010  
   This short-term faculty exhibition is on display to give students and other faculty members alike a 
chance to show their talents outside of the classroom. This is a college for teaching students and for students 
to show what they can create, but it is often nice to see the teachers provide works of art to show their students 
what they can do. The exhibition succeeds in its main aim of 
showing studio art students that they need not feel shy when ex-
hibiting their artworks.  

The Rice Gallery is situated on top of Peterson building. 
This is the perfect place to have this show as it holds a lot of the 
Art History and Studio Art classes. The works of art, which are 
being exhibited, are a selection from various genres in a range of 
styles. By having many different items on view there is sure to be 
one piece in the selection that everyone will be able to appreci-
ate.    

The lighting in the exhibit was bright with a nice mixture 
of natural and artificial lighting. The natural lighting comes from 
the ceiling and from the windows on one side of the room. This type of lighting and positioning helps capture 
points on the art works, which wouldn’t be captured when only specific points would be highlighted with arti-
ficial lighting. The white walls, which are used for the backdrops of the artworks, also influence the lighting to 
a nice degree that in effect makes the room feel bigger. This would be a good thing if the space was utilized, 
which for some reason was not. The artworks along one of the walls are very squashed together, especially the 
only ceramic works, created by Ken Hankins. They are too compacted together and the viewer will look at all 
five works as one rather than five individual works. The pedestals, which the ceramics are standing on, are not 
tall enough for the average viewer. If this were to be put in place, the ceramics would be appreciated a lot 
more and could be seen from various viewpoints. There is also another work of art called Heart Shield, by 
Linda Van Hart, which is placed on a pedestal too low down for the viewer to see clearly.   

 The rest of the art works are hanging works of either paintings or photographs. For this, the room has 
been divided into sections with three wall divisions to accommodate these works. There seems to be no spe-
cific order that the artworks are put in, as there is no specific genre for the exhibition so there is no need for an 
order. The artists, who have more than one work, have had their art put together with the exception of one 

artist, Steven Person. Both his works are separate from one another, because 
his second artwork, January 2010, Daily Chronicles, is a big piece that 
needs a lot more wall space. Because of the size of the artwork and the plac-
ing of the painting, it almost feels as if it is outside of the exhibition as it is 
next to the desk of the secretary. The secretary’s desk is in the room of the 
exhibition, which has advantages and disadvantages. For viewers who have 
questions and queries it is nice to have someone to ask these questions to and 
to get answers for or if she cannot help she can give the details of how you 
can reach an artist. Aesthetically, however, the desk is out of place in the 
exhibit room and right next to the largest artwork in the exhibition. 
  One student, Yichong Li, who had been to the opening of the exhibi-
tion, had described the exhibition as “achievable”. What she meant by this 
was that she feels that, with a time limit and only a short stay up in the gal-
lery, the exhibition had been put together well but if there had been more 
time or perhaps a larger budget then the exhibition could have achieved 
more. The idea of seeing a professor’s work of art, a person who, day in and 
out, will be telling students what to do and critiquing their students work, is 

appealing and it is interesting to be given the same opportunity. The exhibition is open to the public, which is 
also a good way for the public to see what McDaniel College can produce and what we, as a community, are 
all about. Taking this opportunity to come and see the exhibition is definitely what students, professors and 
the public should take advantage of. 
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Celebrating Nigeria’s Independence@ 50! 
 

By Mitchell Dorcas 

 

Nigeria officially clocked 50 years as an independent nation on October 1, 2010. To mark this special 

and historic event that hailed half a century since the end of British rule, the Embassy of Nigeria in Hungary 

organized series of events which were held September 24-30.  

These included, listing in sequence, Jum’aat Prayer at El-Tawba 

Imahaz (Mosque), Sport Fiesta at Marczibanyi Sportcentrum, Interdenomina-

tional Anniversary church services held at The International Church of Buda-

pest and The New Covenant Church in Debrecen, Nigeria-Hungary Business 

Seminar on Enhancing Nigeria-Hungary Trade and Investment Partnership at 

The Hungarian Institute of International Affairs, and finally the grand finale, 

the Anniversary Gala Night held at the Europa Congress center. 

The Anniversary Gala Night was the most exciting part of the celebration. It featured different shows 

by various groups showcasing Nigeria’s diverse cultural heritage in the form of a fashion parade, dancing and 

songs. Both the young and the old took to the stage, reveling in the joyous atmosphere. The stage was also 

energized by diverse musicians from Nigeria. Onix Jamsreel, in particular, swept the audience off their feet 

with the famous Nigerian song “Sweet Mother”. Choristers from The New Covenant church also presented a 

wonderful gospel medley, which also pulled in the crowd. 

       While the stage was buzzing with song and dance, the tables were also filled with tantalizing Nigerian 

cuisine and drinks. The delectable dishes includes the likes of Jollof rice, fried rice, Egusi and Okra soup with 

pounded yam, chicken, fish, goat meat, beef, white rice with stew, pastries like meat pie, sausage roll and 

Scotch eggs. These were washed down with awesome African drinks like imported palm wine, water, soft 

drinks and fruit juice. To a non-Nigerian, this fare seemed strange but delicious and spicy. Many people en-

joyed the food so much they sought recipes and tips on how to prepare them. 

It was indeed a great celebration for these great people. 

 

Toxic Sludge Spill as Large as Gulf Oil Disaster 
 

By Seth Marple 

 

While from PH level reports it appears that the Danube’s PH level rose somewhat significantly, no widespread 

destruction of river life was observed.  

In addition, the spill will have a devastating affect on local agriculture.  The top two centimeters of 

the soil must be removed in order to contain the red sludge’s contamination of the environment.  The red 

sludge contains a high level of heavy metals such as arsenic, mercury, and chrome.  There are worries these 

heavy metals will leave an impact that will last for decades in the region; a message strongly voiced among 

environmental activists.  There are also fears about the continued future production of this red sludge byprod-

uct, since there is no means of the safe disposal of this sludge, only the process of containing the sludge in 

storage exists. 

Meanwhile, at the alumina plant itself, production of aluminum was resumed in mid-October and an 

emergency dam was constructed, along with a system of dikes, to ensure the safety of local villages.  The 

Hungarian Prime Minister blamed the spill on “human negligence” and the company MAL, which ran the 

plant, had control of it seized by the Hungarian government.  Heavy rains and an ageing dam may have played 

another significant role in this spill. 

Budapest Life 
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This group, mostly made up of young, apparently 

homophobic men, went around town chanting hate 

slogans such as “Ubi, Ubi, Ubi Pedera, Pedera...” 

meaning “Kill, Kill, Kill the Fag, the Fag...” and 

“Ubi, zakolji, da peder nepostoji,” meaning “kill, 

slaughter so the fags would cease to exist.” These 

were scenes that made one ashamed of having a con-

nection to these people, or rather children. The 

“youngsters”, from hereon in to be  referred to as 

hooligans, engaged in fights with the police all 

around the city center, causing considerable damage 

to the city streets and buildings of most organizations 

associated with the parade, or even to those who have 

simply shown more open mindedness in their ap-

proach to life than some other ultra-nationalist or-

ganizations. Stores along the main streets were some-

what demolished and garbage cans were flipped over 

onto roads. 18 police vehicles were incinerated, 99 

firemen were engaged, 132 policemen were injured - 

while 5,600 of them were actually engaged in stop-

ping the unrest, as were 25 civilians as well. The 

building of the political party whose president is the 

current chief of state was also targeted and thrown 

Molotov cocktails at. It is safe to say that they made 

their homophobia clear. 

 Although more than 50% of the Serbian popu-

lation declared themselves as opposed to the pride 

parade, most of them were rather shocked and ap-

palled by the scenes with which this small and relent-

less crowd of people marked the day of October 10. 

Even though they were against the Pride Parade, they 

were not for the destruction of the entire city. As pas-

sions were laid to rest and things returned to normal in that fine city, two questions were raised. Was the pa-

rade worth all the distress and until when will the government allow hooligans - who have done this at least on 

two other occasions in the past 3 years - to act in such a manner? 

 The LGBT were not wrong to promote love and the government did a relatively fine job of acting as a 

reaction agent against this violent upheaval. It is the other portion of Serbian society: the ones who call Ratko 

Mladic, who is wanted for war crimes, a hero and afterwards go gay hunting, who are in the wrong in this 

situation. The only question left remaining is: how do we educate people so as to bring forth a new era of so-

cial awareness in Serbia? That is the battle that lies ahead. I, for one, hope that that battle will not have such 

devastating effects on our Pride as human beings and on our immediate surroundings. But we will have to be 

patient and follow this through... 

 

... And it was not to be more than two days before 
Serbia would once more come under the magnify-
ing glass of the world’s media. Needless to say no 
words of praise were thrown around.  
 On October 12, Italy played Serbia in Genoa 
at football. In fact, to say they played would be 
something of an exaggeration.  
 Before getting into the stadium certain fans, 
or hooligans, attacked the bus of the Serbian foot-
ball team and tried beating up the number one 
goalie because he transferred from Red Star to Par-
tizan. Club rivalry sure took on a new dimension. 
Afterwards the madness was taken to the stands 
and torches were lit and thrown onto the field be-
fore the referee managed to blow the whistle and 
start the match. After a 30 minute delay due to 
crowd misbehavior the game did eventually start, 
but it was only to last seven minutes before it...  
...had to be stopped by UEFA authorities. Follow-
ing these acts of vandalism some of the fans/
hooligans were arrested after the game, and on the 
streets. They are now being kept in detention in 
Italy awaiting trial. 
 And as the trials for the men arrested there 
proceed, many questions arise. Firstly, will there be 
a firm and expedient response of the Serbian gov-
ernment in light of these events? How long will this 
sort of publicity affect Serbia’s image irreparably in 
respect to further integrations into...  
...the wider political milieu? What will anyone else 
get out of such integration? Until when are we go-
ing to shelter this culture of violence? How many 
times must Serbians go through this? It is a poor 
image these sorts of things send out. In the end, all 
political, national and sports factors aside, intoler-
ance and baseless vandalism are ridiculous, and 
these individuals are primarily making fools out of 
themselves. Hurting other people in the process. 
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Current Affairs 

Editorial 
By João Salviano 

You guessed it right, it’s time for another issue of the new look Messenger to hit the college! 

This time around we will take you through a number of diverse and interesting issues that have been circulat-

ing in the news and that impact, not only our lives here in Budapest, but pretty much the world we live in as 

well. 

 From the toxic sludge disaster on our doorstep, to the celebrations of the independence of Nigeria 

(including two traditional recipes you can enjoy at home), passing by the drama of Wayne Rooney and the 

Commonwealth games, or a suggestion for a weekend getaway in Karlovy Vary, we hope to have catered to 

your tastes, whatever they may be. 

Enjoy the reading! 

 

 

Pride(less) Parade 
As a relatively small group of around 1,000 people peacefully paraded in a small and designated area of Bel-

grade, 6,000 differently opinionated people set off to stop them… 

 
By Vlada Sahovic  

 
On the morning of October 10, 2010, a day that was supposed to have been festive rather than so awfully dis-

appointing and embarrassing, a group of about 1,000 people organized a parade, the likes of which Belgrade 

had never seen before: a Pride Parade. Unfortunately, everyone was soon to see why such celebrations have 

not taken place in the capital of Serbia since another ill-fated attempt in 2001, and why we all must join in next 

time in support of love rather than hate and dismal violence. 

 The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) community of Serbia has had many difficulties 

tackling diversity due to the overriding orthodoxy and general backwardness of our countrymen’s social under-

standing and ideals. So for the first time in their 10-year-long effort, after a couple of disastrously failed at-

tempts, the LGBT group finally managed to pull it off, and together with local authorities and the support of 

foreign non-governmental organizations, put on the first ever successful Pride Parade in Belgrade. At least that 

is how they perceived it.  

 The LGBT community representatives and a group of supporters of their cause came together on the 

morning of October 10, in a park in the center of Belgrade called Manjez, to try and celebrate diversity in a 

peaceful manner and at the same time show that they will not be intimidated by the threat of violence. Their 

gathering lasted from 10 a.m. until around 2 p.m. During this time the participants of the gathering were ad-

dressed by representatives of such organizations like OSCE and the European Parliament and others, who all, 

with voices loud and clear, gave their support to the cause of these few people. Following the address a small 

party ensued in a nearby concert hall and afterwards the police escorted everyone to safe locations. All the 

while, as the parade was peacefully taking place in that small and designated area of the city, something en-

tirely different and vile, shocking and sad was happening outside the safe haven provided by the police. 

 With the total balance being 158 injured and over 240 arrested, and the damage estimated to be one 

million Euros worth, it is safe to say that the scene was more diverse outside the confines of a diversity-

promoting event. A group of approximately 6,000 – led by leaders of ultra-nationalist groups and football 

firms – went out onto the streets of Belgrade to show their contempt towards the LGBT community. referred to 

as hooligans, engaged in fights with the police all around the city center, causing considerable damage. 
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Toxic Sludge Spill as Large as 

Gulf Oil Disaster 
 

By Seth Marple 

 

Many residents returned to their homes soon after 

the largest chemical spill in Hungarian history, which saw a 

two-meter-high wave of toxic red sludge flood several Hun-

garian town and villages on October 4, decimating an area of 

40 square kilometers.  According to authorities, 700,000 

cubic meters of highly contaminated sludge escaped from a 

reservoir at an alumina plant in Ajka, W. Hungary, which 

makes it equal to the size of the Gulf oil Spill. 

Despite warnings from environmentalists that the 

air and the water may be unsafe for the indeterminable fu-

ture, disaster crews said that 380 of the 800 people evacu-

ated from Kolontar had returned the day they were allowed 

back, just 11 days after the disaster.  Greenpeace called this 

procedure “irresponsible” because the government is allow-

ing people to “return without demonstrating to the people 

that it is safe to return.” There is serious concern that dried 

sludge in the form of dust could cause serious respiratory 

issues.  There are also worries about the long term safety of 

the water as heavy metals from the spill could infiltrate the 

local water supply. 

Worries about the condition of the Danube also 

remained weeks later.  A tributary of the Danube River, the 

Marcal River, was completely devastated by the spill with 

all its living organisms wiped out.  The Danube appears to 

have faired much better with only sporadic fish losses. 

(Continued on page 04.) 


