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              The arrival date for international 
students is Wednesday, August 20. Orienta-
tion begins the morning of August 21 and is 
required for all students who are new to the 
Westminster campus.  
              Your travel destination should be to 
one of the two area airports: Baltimore/
Washington International or Dulles Interna-
tional Airport. The preferred airport is Balti-
more/Washington International Airport; 
however not all airlines make connections 
to this location so it may not be possible. A 
representative from the college will meet 
you and bring you to the campus provided 
you inform the college of your arrival date 
and time, your flight number, and airline at least two weeks prior to arrival. To make 
this arrangement, you should contact: 
 

Bill Spence, International Student Advisor. 
Address: English Dept.  

McDaniel College  
2 College Hill 

Westminster, MD 21157 USA 
Phone: 410-857-2434  

Fax: 410-386-4601  
E-mail: wspence@mcdaniel.edu 

 
              Please be sure to include the airport, airline and flight number, time of arrival, 
and phone number or e-mail address where you can be contacted. If you do not make 
prior arrangements to be met at the airport, a limousine or taxi can bring you to cam-
pus at your expense, but this method is very costly and it is recommended. If you arrive 
unexpectedly, you may have to stay the night in an airport hotel or make other trans-
portation arrangements yourself.   
              Of course, if someone is already in the US and will be arriving by car to cam-
pus, they can choose to show up on the morning of the 21st. 
 
              A couple of other things you should be aware of. Consulates will issue the visa 
no sooner than 90 days prior to the start date written on the I-20--though you can likely 
go for interviews earlier than that. Also, you will be able to enter the US no earlier than 
30 days prior to the start date on the I-20 (it used to be 90 days). And arriving after the 
start date listed can be a problem at the port of entry unless you have a letter from the 
college saying that we will still allow you to enroll even though you are late. Finally, if 
you want to enter the US before the 20th, that's fine, but the college does not have 
housing available before August 20.  
 
See you in Westminster!  
 
by Csaba Fisher 
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soon 
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OU T B R E A K:  KI L L E R PN E U M O N I A 
By Roman Prisyazhnuk 
 
               The news of severe acute 
respiratory syndrome, or SARS, 
spread around the world quickly, but 
not all of the information that was 
given to the global society was credi-
ble. As it soon became known, the 
Chinese authorities have initially with-
held most of the information pertain-
ing to the virus, thus hampering the 
effectiveness with which the disease 
could be contained. The death toll of 
SARS is still on the rise and no one is 
able to tell exactly when, if ever, the 
epidemic is going to plateau. Till today 
all measures taken to battle SARS 
have been questionable in their effectiveness and as the 
number of cases continues to rise so does the number of 
deaths. All this information should seem worrying to soci-
ety, but very few people think of the dangers of SARS until 
it has come to their country.  
               I went to the same high school with a person 
whose father died of SARS. Because of this the relation-
ship that I have with the disease is a little bit more inti-
mate than that of most people’s whose friends or rela-
tives were not affected by it in any manner. My acquaint-
ance’s father was a very important government official 
that went to mainland China, where the virus seemed to 
have originated, for a business trip. It was not his choice 
to go. He contracted SARS and died before they could 
even transfer him to his home country where he might 
have received better treatment. The news of his death 
shocked me and still has me a little paranoid, as he was a 
healthy individual who never had any major problems with 
his health. My worries are magnified as summer ap-
proaches and the air travel increases. Many of us will 
soon be going home for the summer while others will go 
places for vacations, all of this would be perfect only if the 
airplanes were not the ideal breeding grounds for the kil-
ler virus.  

               Although the World 
Health Organization has issued 
traveling warnings to China, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, and 
Canada, people continue to fly 
around the globe and it would 
be silly to think that they would 
suddenly stop. Low death rates 
of about four percent that have 
been earlier cited by WHO and 
others seem to be misleading 
and are a result of a statistical 
difficulty that is well known to 
epidemiologists. It is now said 
that the death rate in reality is 
closer to ten percent and this 

is not even the final figure, as more statistics will keep on 
coming in. There are many infections world wide with the 
same fatality rate and known vaccines that still claim 
many lives annually, but they are usually contracted from 
some local animals such as mosquitoes or mice. These 
infections all need the animal carriers that only exist re-
gionally and that is why none of them have gone global. 
The vectors for SARS though are humans who are every-
where. And what better way to disperse a sickness than in 
the airplane? 
              It is not exactly known how a person can protect 
himself from SARS. The most obvious advice of course 
would be to avoid all travel to the affected world regions, 
but as we can see that does not guarantee you your 
health. If you must travel to Asia or Canada and want to 
feel safer, it is advised that you wear a surgeon’s mask, 
but even this will not guarantee your safety 100%. Per-
sonal hygiene is always important, not only at a time of 
epidemics, so washing your hands often is another pre-
cautionary measure. Ultimately, SARS is not a virus like 
AIDS, it cannot be avoided by using protection or absti-
nence, it is airborne and indistinguishable from a normal 
cold at its first stages. The only real piece of advice, then, 
is to be careful and hope that soon the virus will be con-
tained. 

Taiwan Students Learn to use mask against SARS 

Dear Reader,  
               You are holding in your hands the last issue of The Messenger for this semester. Our staff hopes that you en-
joyed reading the paper and was satisfied with both its content and its look. As most of our staff is transferring to other 
campuses, people are needed to work on The Messenger next semester. Newspaper is a pass or fail course that gives 
you one credit. The staff includes editor/editors, reporters and a layout person. Meetings are held regularly as agreed 
upon by the staff. Depending on the number of members, usually each person gets one or two articles to write in one 
month. Topics are declared and discussed at the meetings and everything is supervised by Professor Mandy. Although 
it does take responsibility to be on the staff, it requires only a manageable amount of work. Also, it is up to the staff 
what topics they choose, and what deadlines they decide upon. As soon as things are put into place and tasks are as-
signed “the machine can be run smoothly.”   
So if you like writing, would like to be part of a good team and experience journalism, please talk to Professor Mandy.  
If  the new staff forms still in this semester, The Messenger could be out as soon as early September.   
 
We wish good luck to the next staff and thank you all for reading The Messenger! 

The Staff 

A FA R E W E L L N O T E T O O U R RE A D E R S 



by Jozsef Czukor 
 
Q: Were you successful at egg-searching? 
A: Yes I found all of them, however our garden is not 
that big, so. 
 
Q: Do you eat chicken with your hands or with a fork? 
A: Only with my hands. But I can change my habit for 
familiar occasions or if I  
am in a restaurant 
 
Q: Your favorite activity? 
A: Action itself, Cross-word-puzzle, reading, soccer, 
speed. 
 
Q: Did you ever jump from a bridge? 
A: Not from a bridge, but from a 10 meter tall tower! 
 
Q: Do you have a life-motto? 
A: Live for today! 
 
Q:  Who would you want to be the President of the 
World? 
A: Anyone who does not only care about his own prob-
lems and pleasure but also  
feels responsible for those of others Just like  
for example:Spiderman! 

Q: If you were to get a 
tattoo, what and 
where would it be? If 
you already have  
one, same question! 
A: I have two on my 
palms and two on my 
shoulders. 
 
Q: What's your favorite kind of music? 
A: With the exception of metal, I listen to all kinds of mu-
sic! 
 
Q: How long have you been here at McDaniel? 
A: Its been a year on the year first of April. 
 
Q: Sunglasses or cappy? 
A: Both of them, even at the same time! 
 
Q: Are you happy with the way you look? 
A: There are some parts to work on but unfortunately I 
don't have the time since we are moving into a new 
apartment. 
 
Q: Michael Jordan or Michael Schumacher? 
A: Michael Schumacher! 

TH E PE R S O N O F T H E MO NT H 

by Evelyn Sztojanov 
 

The Hungarian media has been ruled by a new 
term lately:  ”szingli.”  Originating from the English 
”single,” it means a person who is not married or cur-
rently going out with anybody at the time. But being 
popular as it is, there is more to this term than a status. 
TV, magazines, radio shows and some of the publicly 
known people represent this lifestyle and what’s behind 
it. 

Being „szingli” does not only mean that after a 
long night of clubbing you make your own scrambled 
eggs. It means self-confidence, character, style, your 
own opinion, freedom and, apparently –loneliness. As 
an example, just think about the four gals of Sex and 
the City (a series that became very popular in Hungary 
very quickly). They are young, pretty, well-off, and basi-
cally all they do is hunt for men. Which is not bad, since 
life is about finding your ”other half.”  The negative is 
that they represent a view that considers the status of 
being single a problem. A problem that has to be solved. 

Looking back in history, it is obvious that our 
ancestors did not face things like we do. Even the peo-
ple in our parents’ generation got married early, out of 
obligation or of necessity. As Allan Pease says in his 
book Why Men Don’t Listen and Women Can’t Read 
Maps ours is the first generation that has to get along 
without the proper role model of a successful relation-
ship. Women are getting all the freedom and equality 
that they always should have had. But equality is not 
uniformity, and in some cases, especially in the case of 
relationships neither women nor men know how to deal 

with this freedom. Roles get mixed up and borders are 
overstepped by both sexes as confusion grows about 
who should do what. As a Hungarian psychologist said 
in a radio interview, young males do not take the initia-
tive anymore because in most cases girls do it for  them. 
And that is true, as one can see more and more girls 
going up to guys in clubs, etc. Also, according to the psy-
chologist, if a boy gets the choice of ”going” ten centi-
meters for a girl, or ”going” five kilometers for an other 
that promises more, he will pick the ten centimeter one. 
Because the role model of the successful person of our 
age is a highly narcissistic, selfish person, full of ambi-
tion, who simply does not have the time for that. All this 
leads to a situation where males are confused as to 
what extent should they follow their old roles, and 
women complain that romantic guys have simply died 
out. A situation where both parties are lonely and both 
complain but neither knows what should be done. And 
the term, ”szingli” is born. And all the confused people 
happily avoid  the confession of their problem of figuring 
out who they are and why they are on earth. Now they 
can say they have the problem of being single. In fact, 
they find excellent solutions to that:  ”parties for sin-
gles,” long articles in magazines, series and so on. 
               If we take away the glamour of being ”szingli,” 
all that’s left is a really sad and dissatisfied person. Peo-
ple who need to learn again how to give the most pre-
cious things you can give to a partner:  time and effort. 
And maybe, after learning also how to deal with the free-
dom and responsibility that there is in modern relation-
ships, being single will be a temporary status and not, 
ultimately a problem.            
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MAY HO RO S C O P E 
by  Dannette Villareal 
 

Taurus ( April 20- May 20) 

Others may have a hard time breaking old habits, but you’re able to recognize the cer-
tain aspects of your life that need to be worked on. Take this time to evaluate your per-
sonal and social life & begin to make changes. 
Gemini (May 21- June 21) 

Sometimes ultimate disorder is completely unavoidable. Do what you can to try to get 
through this temporary chaos. Your unsettled situation will eventually resolve itself.  
Cancer (June22- August 22) 

No matter how insurmountable your goals may seem to be, always remember that EVE-
RYTHING IS POSSIBLE! Close your eyes and envision yourself achieving what you want. 
With enough hard work and determination, your dreams will become reality. 
Leo (July 23- August 22) 

It’s time to take charge and start putting yourself first! You’re constantly thinking of 
other people before you question your own needs. You’ve got a big heart, and much to 
share with the world- but before you can help other people, you’ve first got to help your-
self. 
Virgo (August 23- September 22) 

Try to avoid making spontaneous decisions. Sure, living in the heat-of-the-moment can 
be great, but well thought out decisions are crucial at this time. By thinking with not only 
your head, but your heart as well, you’re bound to come out with the best ideas. 
Libra (September 23- October 23) 

Beware of people who are pressuring you to make commitments—they may not always 
have your best interests in mind. Always go with what your intuition tells you. Your first 
reaction is usually the correct one. 
Scorpio (October 24- November 21) 

You may have been feeling restless lately, but that’s okay. Turn all of your built up anxi-
ety into positive energy & start May off with a bang! Sometimes good things arise from 
unexpected situations. 
Sagittarius (November 22- December 21) 

May is a time of preparation for you. Use your time wisely—try using this time to get 
yourself and your life in order. The more you get done now, the more you’ll be able to 
seize in June. 
Capricorn (December 22- January 19) 

Life is not always a bowl of cherries—often we encounter more sour experiences than 
sweet ones. Don’t be discouraged, you’re sure to come up with a clever way to sprinkle 
a little sugar onto any situation.  
Aquarius (January 20- February 18) 

You love to live life in the fast lane. Whether you are doing it to prove something to your-
self, or you are trying to impress others, you’re always taking risks. Before you get too 
carried away on the ‘highway of life’, you might consider slowing down before something 
undesirable happens. 
Pisces (February 19- March 20) 

Try not to be so judgmental. Though some people may not live up to your standards, do 
try to cut them some slack—nobody’s perfect. Sometimes the downfalls you see in other 
people often reflect your own insecurities.  
Aries (March 21- April 19) 

You seem to be in good spirits lately—bravo! The last few months have been a little 
rocky, but you’re on your way to smooth sailing. Though you may encounter a few up-
sets, keep your head forward & chin up. Before you know it, a smile will undoubtedly 
appear! 
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EXPLORE HUNGARY - TRAVEL TIPS: EGER 
by  Marton Miko 

 
Dear Student, 

The reason for this 
last article of the semester is 
to give you an idea where to 
go in the summer in case 
you are not going home for 
the whole season, and you 
do not want to spend all 
your free time in Budapest. 
Hungary offers many inter-
esting and beautiful places 
to visit and Eger is one of 
the most frequently visited 
places by tourists.  

Eger is Hungary’s 
pearl, a Baroque jewel box. 
Eger is a city that takes care 
of its past while it looks for-
ward to the future. Thanks 
to its nice geographical po-
sition, thermal baths, and its 
wine culture Eger is Hun-
gary’s third most frequently 
visited city. More than a 
million tourists a year come 
here to get to know its char-
acteristics, to have a rest or 
go to a picnic in the coun-
tryside. Eger is often chosen 
to be the host of numerous 
domestic and foreign tourist 
industry meetings. 

 The most famous 
site in Eger is the castle that 
survived many sieges 
throughout the centuries. 
Between the castle’s walls 
lies the coffin of Géza Gár-
donyi, who is the writer of, 
Egri Csillagok (The Eclipse 
of the full Moon) which 
tells the story of those he-

roes who defended and 
repelled the Turkish 
siege in 1552. The 
greatness was that the 
number of the defend-
ers of the castle was 
only around 2000 in-
cluding children and 
women while, on the 
other side, the Turkish 
army was made up of 
80,000 fierce soldiers. 
              In the historical 
city center, numerous beau-
tiful and valuable baroque 
buildings can be found such 
as the Kispréposti Palace or 
the Carleone House. Also in 
Eger can be found Hun-
gary’s second largest 
church, the classicist styled 
Basilica. Opposite the Ba-
silica, is the Lyceum, in 
which there is a famous li-
brary with codices, and also 
contains a star observatory. 
On Dobó tér is one of 
Europe’s nicest baroque 
churches, the Minorita. 
Close to the Minorita is the 
minaret, which reminds us 
of the 150 year- long Turk-
ish occupations in Hungary. 
Looking out from the bal-
cony of the minaret pro-
vides a spectacular view of 
Eger. 
              Besides the histori-
cal remains and thermal 
baths of Eger, wine is one 
of the main tourist attrac-
tions. There are numerous 
wine vaults especially in the 
region of Szépasszony völ-

gye (Beautiful Woman’s 
Valley). This place is defi-
nitely recommended for 
those who like exclusive 
and tasty wines. The most 
famous wine of Eger is Bi-
kavér (Bull’s Blood); it is 
preferred by most of the 
visiting tourists. 
               Eger is also the 
city of festivals throughout 
the year. Probably the most 
attractive festival will be the 
Medieval Joust on July 19-
27. Highlighted programs 
will be the bastion climber’s 
game (July 24-26), the his-
torical archery contest (July 
26-27), and the siege play. 
These programs will take 
place in the castle of Eger. 
They are definitely worth 
seeing! 
               McDaniel College 
is not organizing a trip to 
Eger so it is up to you to go 
there if this article makes 
you interested. If you go by 
car, all you have to do is 
drive along on the M3 high-
way. Otherwise, you can go 
by train. It is up to you to 
get to know Hungary better. 
 

For every “a”, give yourself 1 point.  
For every “b”, give yourself 2 points. 
For every “c”, give yourself 3 points.  
 
Points 1-5: Relationship Material! 
Congratulations—you are definitely on the road to companionship! You know when to speak up, and you know 
when you’ve overstepped your boundaries—you are emotionally well balanced. You may be single now, but 
Mr./Ms. Right is in your near future. Open your heart, and let love find you! 
 
Points 6-10:  Only Time Will Tell 
When it comes to relationships, you’ve had your share of heartaches. You are passive—confrontation is some-
thing you try to avoid. In order to have a healthy relationship, you must not only be honest with yourself, but 
honest with your partner. Confrontation is not necessarily a bad thing. Love is out there—stake your claim! 
 
Points 11-15: Drama- Yes! Relationship- No! 
Someone sure needs an attitude adjustment—could it be you? I THINK SO! You’ve become so wrapped up in 
yourself that you don’t even consider that other people have feelings. With this attitude, you’re never going to 
find a partner. Once you eliminate the vanity and snobbery from your life, it may be possible to love—or some-
thing like it.  

Street  view of Eger 

 

SO LU T I O N  O F  T H E  Q U I Z  ( L A S T  PA G E )  

 by Richard Nyari 
              S i n c e  t h e r e 
seems to be nothing in 
the field of sports going 
on in May here in Buda-
pest, I am forced to write 
about another marathon, 
which will take place on 
1st of June, 2003.  
This time, it is called the 
“Dreher Team Marathon”, 
and it will be the 10th 
time it has been organ-
ized. It will take place on 
the streets of central Bu-
dapest, as most mara-
thons here do these days. 
If you wish to register, or 
find more information 
about it: 
 

Phone:  
201-6613,  

Fax:  
218-0207  
e-mail:  

bsi@axelero.hu 

DREHER MARATHON 

“ Eger is Hun-
gary’s pearl, a 
Baroque jewel 

box.” 



by Danette Villareal 
 
1.) When a friend offers to set you up on a date, you: 
 

a.)  Excitedly agree—meeting someone new is always fun 
b.)  Tell your friend that you’ll have to think about it 
c.)  Tell your friend, “ Thanks, but no thanks!”—if you really wanted to go 

on a date, you’d be on one right now 
 

2.) If you’re on a date, and your companion gives you a compliment, you: 
 

a.)  Reply with a smile and a “Thank you”—then repay them with a com-
pliment 

b.)  Say “Thanks”—then return to the conversation you were having be-
fore 

c.)  Respond by saying, “Duh! You don’t have to compliment me, I know 
I’m fabulous!” 

 
3.) You’re home alone on a Friday night—all your friends are busy. You 
spend your night: 
 

a.)  In the bathtub with a cup of hot tea and a good book 
b.)  Blankly staring at the TV—the remote control has become part of 

your hand 
c.)  Clubbing without your friends—with or without them, you’re not going 

to let your night go to waste 
 
4.) You’ve had a secret crush on someone for a long time—he/she finally 
approaches you and asks if you’d like to do something the following week-
end, you: 
 

a.)  Say “I’d love to”, yet the whole time you can’t decide if this is fantasy 
or reality—you pinch yourself just to make sure that you’re not 
dreaming.  

b.)  Are so nervous to be around them that you decline their offer—you’d 
really love to go, but you’re not sure how to act around them 

c.)  Say “Yes!” before they can even finish their sentence. You immedi-
ately take over the conversation—planning every detail of the upcom-
ing date 

 
5.) You went out on a great date last weekend. You’ve tried calling him/her 
since then, but they haven’t responded to your phone calls. You: 
 

a.)  Stop calling them. They have your number—it’s now up to them to 
make the next move 

b.)  Go into a state of depression—how could they not like you? 
c.)  Go over to his/her place, and demand an explanation 

“SINGLE IN THE CITY”   
IS THERE A RELATIONSHIP IN YOUR FUTURE?  

THESE FIVE QUESTIONS REVEAL ALL!  
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