
By: Julia Fila 

The launch of the new 
McDaniel College Budapest campus 
website at the beginning of April will 
mark a new era for students. The 
new web page will not only have 
updated information about the 
college for the potential under-
graduates, but will include the news 
and daily announcements for 
McDaniel students as well. This sort 
of user-friendly web access was 
also aimed to be a practical chan-
nel of communication between 
students and teachers, as it is on 
the main campus.  

 “The basic concept in 
redesigning the webpage was to 
look similar, if not the same to that 
of the Westminster campus”, said 
Ágnes Varga, secretary to the Dean. 
This new format, with an easily 
updateable system, gave a sense of 
coordination to the reconstructing 
team. Webmaster Professor Tibor 
Bartha and his colleagues will en-
rich the new webpage with photos 
and a number of new categories, 
like a bulletin board where students 
will be welcome to post their sug-
gestions.   

The email address of all 
Budapest campus faculties will also 
be publicized on the new web page. 
A database of student profiles (only 
accessible for the professors) that 
will be put into service in Septem-
ber of 2006 will also help the teach-
ers in getting to know their students 
more. Teachers will also be able to 
load their courses and assignments 
onto the web page, thus saving the 
energy of printing and making the 
material obtainable for missing 
students as well. “I already set up a 
‘students’ common folder’ that I will 
be more than happy to place on the 
new web page,” said Professor 
Pintér, who teaches Understanding 
Europe, here on the Budapest cam-
pus.  

Although this new struc-
ture is an impressive advancement 
towards a more practical and acces-
sible system, a number of us still 
will not be able to experience an 
even more personal and direct 
Budapest campus home page as 
additional adjustments will only 
take place after the spring of 2007. 
Future plans include individual 
student access to an own page 
where academic standings will only 
be a click away. This special feature 

will also aid the study advisors in 
helping the students more effi-
ciently as they will gain access to 
the list of completed classes at any 
time. “Unfortunately we need a 
huge database for such an interac-
tive structure of a web page,” said 
Ágnes.  

While the final touches 
are currently being done based on 
the feedback of the faculty, all stu-
dents are welcome to join in craft-
ing the new web page with sugges-
tions and ideas that will make our 
academic future here at McDaniel 
College more convenient. 

Refresh, Restart 

What they are saying…What will you do over the spring break?  
By: YEWANDE OGUNSINA  

Zsuzsa Dobos 

“It will be like my everyday 
except the classes. I will 
have more time to work.”  
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Lui Sitong 

“I will travel to other 
countries to know 
more about the  

European countries 
and their cultures. I will 

go to Austria and France.”  

Ikechukwu Orji 

“I’m gonna travel I want to 
really have fun! And get lost 
in Europe. I want to try  

Holland, Germany and  

England. England will be my 
last bus stop till I get back here.” 

Sven 

“I’m going home to 
Croatia to see my 
grandparents and my 
cousins. I might go 
swimming if it’s warm.” 



By: Estefania Luraschi 

This is your ever-busy editor, do 
you copy? 

 Oh there you are. Just thought 
I’d say hi, chat a little… 

 Yes, we’ve all noticed it. Smiles 
are squeezing themselves out 
of the corners of mouths a little 
more often lately. Mini skirts 
without tights for the optimistic 
girls, and people who aren’t 
frantically moving from one 
place to the other just to 
quickly, quickly get inside be-
cause it’s freeeeezing, show 
this all the time. We can actu-
ally exist outside now. Slowly 
but surely, spring seems to be 
arriving. If only it weren’t so shy. 

 If only some of you weren’t so 
shy! 

 I really think our newspaper 
would benefit from a maximum 
input from the student body. 
Send in your creative pieces, 
come see the staff, get in-
volved! It really isn’t so much 
more work, and I think people 
tend to underrate themselves. 
Who knows, you might even get 
a credit-or-half, since that idea 
has been brought over the big 
blue Atlantic from the main 
campus, where Messenger staff 
get credits for their work. 

 Not just the Messenger needs 
you! Where’s our Student Un-
ion? We’d love to cover voting 
results in this paper… And give 

more of a voice to students. 
Political scientists out there, get 
some practice! Not just political 
scientists. Anyone. 

 Wishing you a flurry of spring 
feelings and many more smiles, 
and hoping to have turned a 
few wheels in the heads of you 
writers, politicians, and stu-
dents in general, I remain, 
throughout this semester, to 
infinity and possibly beyond, 

 Your dedicated editor 

  Ideas, requests, letters, crea-
tive pieces, anything, to: este-
fanialuraschi@yahoo.com 

place. She felt that she was doing 
something that was truly her pas-
sion. 

 Wooster had not had a 
study abroad program until 1998 
when she organized the Greece & 
Turkey summer program. The pro-
gram became so successful that 
they started offering it throughout 
the school semester. Before she 
knew it, there were 150 students 
off to Greece or Turkey per semes-
ter. 

 However, by the end of 
the 2004 school year, both she and 
her husband felt that it was time for 
a change. Their children were off to 
colleges, and they had been living in 
Ohio for 27 years. They saw in the 
newspaper an advertisement for a 
provost. Even though they hadn’t 
visited Westminster, they loved 
Baltimore and Washington D.C. 
They came to visit the school, and 
knew this was the change they were 
looking for. 

 M c D a n i e l 
College didn’t have a study abroad 
program. If students ever wanted to 
do a semester abroad they would 
have to turn to the foreign language 
teachers. Usually students taking 
French could go to Paris, or stu-
dents taking Spanish could go to 
Barcelona or Madrid. Ms. Falkner 

An interview  of Rose Falkner         
by Kori Koppany 

She loves her job. She loves being 
in the world of international educa-
tion. She loves meeting new stu-
dents, and dealing with faculty 
members. Through her job she gets 
to travel the world, which is also 
one of her main goals for her stu-
dents. She is Rose Falkner, who is 
the head of the Study Abroad Pro-
gram at the Westminster campus. 

 Ms. Falkner has been 
interested in the field of education 
since she graduated from college, 
and she started out teaching Eng-
lish and Latin. She always had a 
passion for traveling and foreign 
countries. But it wasn’t until she 
met her husband, who is the Pro-
vost at the Westminster campus, 
and together they moved to Woos-
ter, Ohio where her passion could 
become a new step in her career. 
Wooster College in Ohio is also like 
McDaniel: a small liberal arts col-
lege. 

 She taught English com-
position for 15 years, and then 
became the writing consultant for 
the school. Then, the school was 
looking for a director of coordinative 
admissions, and she felt that it was 
“the natural career move”, and 
everything from then on fell into 

feels that it is “essential for stu-
dents to travel and see the world, in 
order to be citizens of a global com-
munity.” She feels that students 
have to travel the world in order to 
get an experience of different cul-
ture, values and beliefs. And also, 
through traveling, students can get 
an understanding of their country 
through another lens. There are 
also classes that aren’t offered at 
the home campus that students 
can take on the Study Abroad Pro-
gram. For example, if they come to 
Budapest then they can take Hun-
garian Culture. 

The Study Abroad pro-
gram has been working for over a 
year and half at the Westminster 
campus. When the program started 
there were only a few students who 
wanted to study abroad. Now, for 
the fall 2006 semester there are 24 
students already signed up. There 
are criteria, however: a minimum of 
a 2.5GPA, no freshmen are allowed 
to go, and mainly sophomores and 
juniors are advised to take the 
opportunity. However, after much 
promotion by Ms. Falkner through a 
website, information lectures, and 
advertisements around the school, 
more and more students want to 
travel each semester. The Budapest 
program is the most popular among 
students.  

Earth to my Fellow Students!  
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 McDaniel is 
one of the few liberal arts colleges 
that offers students the possibility 
to go anywhere in the world, all the 
way from Australia to China, to 
South America. 

I asked Ms. Falkner why 
students from the Budapest cam-
pus don’t have this opportunity. She 
said the reason was that the Buda-
pest students have the opportunity 
to go to America for 2 years, and 
the school is very small. For some 
students only having the opportu-
nity to go to America is unfortunate, 
however. Since 9/ 11 it has become 
a government issue that members 
of certain countries can’t get a visa 
to the US. She is in hope that it will 
change, and that more and more 
students will apply for the program. 
Because if it was up to her, she 
would want all her students to do at 
least a semester abroad, which is 
“a life-changing experience”. 

After hearing how enthu-
siastic Ms. Falkner was, I was curi-
ous if there was something she felt 
as a disadvantage in her job. She 
firmly said “No!” She gets to travel 

around the world; she had just 
spent a week in Spain before com-
ing to Budapest. She is affiliated 
with different programs with 
McDaniel and also with NAFTA, and 
many health and safety related 
organizations. Also, she gets to 
come to Budapest often, which has 
become one of her favorite cities. 
She loves Budapest because it is 
rich in culture and history. She feels 
that it is the perfect place for stu-
dents to come to for a semester. 
They have opportunities to take 
excursions to Prague and Vienna, 
and they can hop on the train and 
go to any major European city. And 
as for the school, she feels that it is 
a small friendly environment where 
students can easily make friends 
and focus on their studies at the 
same time. 

depend so much on our willing-
ness to stand up and fight for 
ourselves as it does on our will-
ingness to stand up and fight 
for the rights of others."  
    
  "To love someone deeply gives 
you strength.  
To be loved by someone deeply 
gives you courage."  
    
  "The worst part of life is wait-
ing, but the best part... is having 
someone worth waiting for." 
       
   

 

 Could my eyes ever see 
  Behind the cold green of yours 
  Must I claw through the mask 
you wear 
    
  Could my lips ever probe 
  Beneath your trembling smile 
  Would I find all your pain hid-
den there 
    

By: Katya Ivanova 

 

 "No one grows old by living - 
only by losing interest in living." 
- Marie Beynon Ray  
    
  "Twenty years from now you 
will be more disappointed by 
the things that you didn't do 
than by the ones you did do. So 
throw off the bowlines. Sail 
away from the safe harbor. 
Catch the trade winds in your 
sails. Explore. Dream. Discover." 
- Mark Twain  
    
  "Regrets over yesterday and 
the fear of tomorrow are twin 
thieves that rob us of the mo-
ment."  
    
  "To die is nothing; but it is 
terrible not to live." - from the 
book Les Miserables by Victor 
Hugo 
    
  "Justice and freedom do not 

  Could my hands ever reach 
  Beyond your rigid composure 
  Can I touch what you've let 
none see 
    
  Could my love for you 
  My respect for your longing 
  Release what you've never set 
free 
    
  For your pain is mine 
  All your suffering and sorrow 
  Are knives that cut me in two 
    
  Can I hold you so close 
  Can I be there to help 
  Can my heart tell you how... 
                     I love you 
      
  -Anonymous 

 
    
  The Smile 
    
  There is a Smile of Love 
  And there is a Smile of Deceit 
  And there is a Smile of Smiles 
   

Quotes/ Poems  
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In which these two Smiles meet. 
    
  And there is a Frown of Hate 
  And there is a Frown of  Dis-
dain 
  And there is a Frown of Frowns 
  Which you strive to forget in 
vain 
    
  For it sticks in the Heart’s 
deep Core 
  And it sticks in the deep Back 
bone 
  And no Smile that ever was 
smil’d 
  But only one Smile alone. 
    
  That betwixt the Cradle & 
Grave 
  It only once Smil’d can be, 
  But when it once is Smil’d  
  There’s an end to all Misery. 
    
  William Blake  (1757 - 1827) 



By: Kori Koppany 

We can say that Capoeira is many 
things. It is a Brazilian dance, and 
at the same time it is a form of 
martial art. It can be considered a 
sport, because it demands good 
physical condition. However, it is a 
ritual and a dance. It’s a cultural 
tradition and a way of life. Capoeira 
per f orm ed a t  t h e Di nn er 
International, was invented by 
African slaves in Brazil over 450 
years ago. It became famous 
worldwide in the middle of the 
1990’s, and there are classes 
where they teach Capoeira all over 
the globe today. Instructors teach 
the dance in many countries in 
Europe, parts of the United States 
and Canada. The newest expansion 
of the culture is in schools that 
opened up in Australia, and Japan. 

 When Esti Luraschi, a 
student at McDaniel College moved 
to Hungary in September of 2005, 
she was looking to get involved in a 
group sport. “I was surfing the inter-
net, and I found a website which 
offered Capoeira classes in Buda-
pest.” Since Esti is part Argentinean 
it is understandable why this sport 
falls close to her own culture. 

 This is not an everyday 
sport, however, it requires much 
discipline, concentration, and 
strength. Usually, one would think 
that because of the martial arts, 
and the good physical condition 
required that this would typically be 
a male sport. However, Esti claims 

that, “around the world more men 
are involved in the sport than 
women. Hungary, is different, there 
are more females in my group than 
males, and also my trainer is fe-
male.” 

 Unfortunately, there is no 
school that teaches Capoeira in 
Budapest. There are many trainers, 
and there are many clubs where 
people can learn. “There are daily 
classes, which most fitness centers 
offer, and there is a website 
www.gcb.hu, where if you log on you 
can find out information about the 
trainers, classes, and availability”, 
claims Esti. 

  

 The more classes Esti 
attends the more she gets involved 
with the lifestyle of Capoeira. There 
was a festival that Esti recently 
attended where there were over 
200 people. Capoeira is done in a 
circle, which is called a roda. There 
are always two people who stand in 
the circle, and when you fight you 
always have to face your opponent. 
She really enjoyed the festival be-
cause for three days it was non-stop 
Capoeira. “You could always hop in 
the circle with a new person which 
was great fun. There were work-
shops, and group activities, and 
there were people who attended 
from all different countries of the 
world”, said Esti. Even though it was 
tiring and intense, she won’t hesi-
tate to go the next time there is a 
festival. 

 Each group has a Mestre, 
or a Master. This is an honor that 
can be achieved in a minimum of 5 
to 10 years of extensive practice, 
and usually people are around the 
age of 40 when they become a 
master. Also, this is a title that is 
earned by more males then fe-
males. Mestre Paulão, who is the 
master of Esti’s group is responsi-
ble for all the groups in Europe. All 
people who are involved in dance 
have nicknames, to symbolize their 
personal community. Esti is called 
‘Argentina’, which symbolizes her 
home country. 

 Capoeira has become 
part of Esti’s life, as she has also 
found true love since she joined her 
first class. “I met my boyfriend when 
I joined the group I am still involved 
in today. He has been involved for 
five years, and we can practice a lot 
together, and that is a great help”, 
says Esti. 

 When one steps into the 
world of Capoeira everything 
changes. “You forget about every-
thing once you are facing your oppo-
nent. Your mind switches off, and 
you feel this sudden burst of en-
ergy, which is also very spiritual”, in 
Esti’s opinion. The whole ritual with 
drums playing, and her teammates 
clapping sets the mood for the 
atmosphere. 

 If one wants to experi-
ence something new then Capoeira 
is the choice. It is a sport, a dance, 
and a ritual. The roots lie in Brazil 

After classrooms and the com-
puter room, the cafeteria is the 
most visited place at McDaniel 
College, but there are some 
complaints about the food as 
well as how small the cafeteria 
is. The most commonly heard 
comment concerned the lack of 
variety on the menu.  McDan-
iel’s Director of Student Affairs, 
Judith Mandy, points out that 
it’s important to introduce stu-
dents to Hungarian food, how-
ever, she and others think sal-
ads and vegetarian options 
need to be offered more often.  
Philipp Sigrist, a first year stu-

By Michael Newman, Tamás 

Palcsó, Onur Ozkul, Keyvan 

Shayegan Shirazi, Wei Lin 

The best way to improve McDan-

iel College Budapest is to in-
crease social opportunities.  This 

is one of the conclusions drawn 

from a series of interviews and 
informal surveys conducted by 

the First Year Seminar research 

team.  The research also indicates 
that the most effective way to 

increase social opportunities 
would be to improve in-school 

facilities.  

dent, was more direct.  He said 
"The food is nothing really spe-
cial, and,” he added, “they 
should change the furniture."  
He is not alone. 65% of McDan-
iel students feel that the cam-
pus would be more inviting if 
there was some new furniture.  
The size of the café was also 
the subject of criticism.  Márta 
Siklós told a FYS interviewer 
that the cafeteria is not large 
enough for students to socialize 
comfortably. 

Capoeira:  A way of Life  

Research Finds Improving McDaniel Facilities Equals Increasing Social Opportunities 
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where Esti has been three times 
with her family on holiday. “I want to 
go back to Brazil in the future, and 
definitely find a Capoeira group and 
to get involved”, said Esti with a big 
enthusiastic smile. 
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Research also showed 
that none of the McDaniel stu-
dents use the Club Room.  Most 
do not know that we even have 
such a place. The first thing to 
be done, is to make the room’s 
availability known to all stu-
dents.  Changing its name may 
help, as Club Room makes the 
facility sound exclusive.  Adding 
new furniture such as a sofa 
and putting up some posters 
would make it more comfort-
able.  A reservation sheet may 
also help create awareness. 
This would help students find a 
place and time for specific ac-
tivities to pursue, such as play-
ing cards, playing chess, or 
group studying. 

And finally there is the 
Reading Room.  The room does 
get used, but both Judith Mandy 
and Márta Siklós agree that the 
facility is not really fulfilling its 
title. Márta Siklós said that 
there is a lack of resources. 
More books would help stu-
dents and teachers.  One idea 
would be to include a copy or 
two of each required text book.  
Although the Reading Room is 
not a social space, it could help 
to keep students on campus 
between classes. 

The FYS research has 
concluded that students do 
want improvements in school 
facilities.  This however, does 
not mean it can be expected 

that these changes will happen 
soon, if at all.  The school rents 
rooms from College Interna-
tional and is limited in what it 
can do.  Students should still 
voice their opinions.  We have 
the right to do so, and if we truly 
want change, then speaking out 
and taking action is the best 
way to make change.  Get in-
volved with these matters if you 
want improvements.  Talk to the 
administrators.  Share your 
ideas with other students, and 
as suggested by Judith Mandy, 
get involved with the programs 
the school already offers. The 
more involved we get, the more 
serious we can be taken as a 
student body. 

obsessed neighborhood boys 
reminiscing about the Lisbon 
girls. Jeffrey Eugenides' writing 
style is very articulate due to 
the expressiveness of well-
chosen simple words. The nar-
rator relates the story with a 
casualness that puts together a 
better picture than any long 
description ever would. The 
story jumps from thought to 
thought, keeping the reader in 
constant wonder of when and 
how the suicides will take place. 
 

 One frightening aspect is that 
at the end no real explanation 
is given for the Lisbon sisters' 
self-destructive actions, so it is 
disturbing to think that perhaps 
there was nothing huge that 
distinguished the Lisbon girls 
from other girls. 

Lux Lisbon is one of the most 
important characters of the 
novel mainly because she does 
not fit the novel's title "Virgin 
suicides". By the end of the 
story she is everything but a 
virgin. In contrast to Lux, the 
other four sisters die as being 
pure. Her bra hanging on Ce-
cilia's crucifix is very symbolic. 

 

Review by: Katya Ivanova 

Beautifully written, Eugenides' 
tantalizing and provoking first 
novel brings up the subject of 
teenage suicides and easily 
leads the reader into the world 
of secrets, hopeless romanti-
cism, confusion and death. This 
is the kind of book that cannot 
be taken lightly and at the end 
will leave the reader wondering, 
mourning, and most impor-
tantly, thinking. 
 

 The novel opens with a para-
graph immediately showing that 
there will be no happy ending. - 
"On the morning the last Lisbon 
daughter took her turn at sui-
cide... the two paramedics ar-
rived at the house knowing 
exactly where the knife drawer 
was, and the gas oven, and the 
beam in the basement from 
which it was possible to tie a 
rope." What follows is not, how-
ever, a horror novel full of 
blood, but an ironic and realistic 
picture on fatal consequences 
of pretending to be happy. 

Full of symbolism and different 
themes, the actual content is 
slightly depressing. The story is 
told from the point of view of 

 Firstly, it symbolizes Lux's sex-
ual rebellion against her 
mother's strict Catholic rules, 
which is proved throughout the 
whole novel by Lux's habit of 
having sex on the roof with dif-
ferent unknown men. Also, the 
bra on the crucifix shows the 
huge difference in personality 
between Lux and her younger 
sister, Cecilia. 
 

 While Lux is mischievous, sexy 
and fully aware of her eroticism, 
Cecilia is rather shy, introverted 
and strange. She is, by the way, 
the first one who commits sui-
cide by jumping out of the win-
dow onto the fence in the gar-
den. The vintage wedding dress 
she is wearing all the time is an 
anachronism as is Cecilia her-
self. 
 

Being the youngest of the sis-
ters, the fact that she wears 
that dress reflects her attempts 
to play different roles that no-
body thinks she is ready for. 
She wears the dress during her 
suicide and holds a plastic card 
of the Virgin Mary in her hand, 
which symbolizes a sort of reli-
gious sacrifice in which her pure 
soul and body is offered for 

Book Review: Virgin Suicides By Jeffrey Eugenides  
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God. However, Cecilia's associa-
tion with the Virgin Mary is 
ironic and contradictory, be-
cause Mary is a religious figure 
of extraordinary purity while 
suicide, according to the Bible, 
is a mortal sin. 

Finally, it is also possible that 
Cecilia knew that suicide is not 
appreciated in heaven, so she 
took Mary's picture just to make 
herself feel strong enough to 
end her own life and then ask 
God’s forgiveness through the 
picture. 
 

 If you’re interested in reading 
this fine novel, look for it at 
Bestsellers Bookstore, Oktober 
6 utca 11, V District.  You can 
call to check if it’s in stock: 
312-1295 



seven holy mortals protecting them, 
are placed on the table along with 
other items. 

Traditional dishes include 
“Sabzi Polo Mahi”, rice with green 
herbs and fish, or “Reshteh Polo” , 
rice cooked with noodles, symboliz-
ing success in life. 

“Noruz Mubarak!” Happy 
New Year!  

Husvét – Easter in Hungary 

  Easter is a Christian 
celebration, focusing on the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The period between carnival and 
Easter is Lent. This year, Easter 
Sunday will fall on the 16th of April. 

 In Hungary, in the week 
before Easter, households go 
through spring-cleaning and pas-
tries are baked. Hard-boiled or 
hollowed-out eggs are painted with 
colorful paints. Traditionally, white 
flowers are painted onto a red egg. 
These are hung onto pussy willow 
branches. 

 Good Friday is a somber 
day on which Jesus’ crucifixion is 
commemorated. Meals are usually 
simple rather than lavish. 

On Easter Sunday, church goers go 
to services to celebrate Jesus’ res-
urrection. In the morning, children 
find chocolate eggs and little pre-
sents by their beds, or they go on 
Easter egg hunts either in the gar-
den or in the house. A typical break-
fast consists of hard boiled eggs, 
ham, “kalács” (a kind of sweet 
bread), and hot chocolate. 

 “Husvét Hétfı”, or Easter 
Monday, is the day when girls are 
‘ spr i nk l ed’ ; t h i s i s cal l ed 
“ locsolkodás” . Previously, in 
villages, boys used to empty 
buckets of water onto girls or even 
push them into ponds or rivers. The 
dousing was supposed to make of 
them good future wives with many 
children. In the meantime they 
would say rhymes like “Good day, 
good day, my lily, I water you to 
keep you from withering,” or “Water 
for your health, water for your 
home, water for your land, here's 
water, water!” But now girls are 
sprayed with perfume, after which 
boys ask for a kiss and an egg, or 
some kind of reward. Being a day of 
hospitality, guests who pay visits 
are offered “pálinka”, or brandy. 

 Girls, watch out on the 
17th of April if you’re in Hungary! 

 

Mawlid al-Nabi – The Prophet 
Mohammed’s Birthday 

  Although this is not cele-
brated by the very pious, Muslims 
celebrate Mohammed’s birthday on 
the 12th day of the Rabi` -ul-Awwal 
month in the Islamic calendar for 
the Sunni Muslims, and the 18th for 
the Shia Muslims. This year it falls 
on the 11th or the 17th of April. 

 The Prophet Mohammed, 
the founder of Islam, is believed to 
have been born around 570 CE and 
passed away around 632 CE. How-
ever the celebration of his birthday 
was first observed around the 13th 
century. 

 Typically on Mawlid al-
Nabi, processions are held, homes 

are decorated, delicious meals are 
prepared, and stories about the life 
of the Prophet are either narrated 
or sung. 

 Happy Mawlid al-Nabi! 

Passover – Remembering the 
Exodus 

 Passover, a Jewish holi-
day, commemorates the birth of the 
Jewish nation after the Exodus, 
whereby the Israelites were freed 
from Ancient Egypt. In Hebrew it is 
called “Pesach”, literally “passed 
over”, because on the night of the 
Ten Plagues of Egypt, God passed 
over the Israelites’ houses, sparing 
them of the tenth plague: the killing 
of the firstborn. This year, Passover 
will begin on the 12th of April. 

At Passover, Jewish fami-
lies eat “matzo”, flat bread made 
with a water and flour-based dough, 
without yeast. Leavened products 
are avoided all through the holiday; 
potato starch or granulated matzo 
is used instead of flour. “Chametz” , 
leavened products, have to be re-
moved from the house, and a thor-
ough spring cleaning is made be-
fore Passover begins to make sure 
no crumb can be found. Any 
“chametz” is burnt, and if it is liquor 
for instance, it can be sold to non-
Jews.  

A special dinner with a 
specific order of ceremony, the 
“Seder”, is eaten on the first night. 
During this meal, the story of the 
Exodus i s t old using the 
“Haggadah”, a special text which 
divides the procedure into 15 parts. 
Four cups of wine are drunk at 
different stages during the dinner. 
The Seder is full of questions, an-
swers, and unusual practices where 
children are meant to participate. 
They are also encouraged to find a 
hidden piece of matzo; whoever 
finds it receives a prize or some 
money. 

The rest of the week is 
called “Chol HaMoed”, meaning 
‘festive weekdays’, which are semi-
festive. During this time families 
and friends go on outings, picnics, 
and visit each other. 

On Shvi’i shel Pesach, 
the 7th (and 8th, if outside Israel), 
people remember the day the Isra-
elites reached the Red Sea. This 
day is also a full holiday, with spe-
cial prayer services and festive 
meals.  

Celebrating a New Year, a Resurrection, a Birthday, and an Exodus – All around the same 
time! 
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by Estefania Luraschi 

Aren’t you eagerly awaiting that 
special day, the day we don’t have 
to wake up to go to class because 
the spring break is here? I know I 
am! In any case, a lot will be going 
on during that time, and already 
has in terms of festivals, holidays 
and customs, worldwide and in 
different religions. Here are just a 
few. 

Noruz – Persian New Year 

 The Persian New Year, 
Noruz, marks the beginning of 
spring at the vernal equinox. Cele-
brated in Iran, Iraq, India, Afghani-
stan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Azer-
baijan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, 
this year it occurred at 7:25 pm on 
March 20th. 

Noruz has been cele-
brated for about 3000 years and 
has its roots in the Zoroastrian 
religion, which used to be the state 
religion of the Persian Empire, and 
is of Aryan origin. 

On this day, it is custom-
ary to visit friends, family and 
neighbors for at least a short period 
of time. It is also believed that what-
ever a person does on Noruz affects 
the rest of the year; if everyone is 
kind and friendly to one another, it 
will continue throughout the year. 

The 13th day of the festi-
val is called “Sizdah Bedar”, which 
means “13 outdoors”, and the day 
is usually spent in nature, having 
picnics or barbecues outside. 

For Noruz, the dining 
table is decorated in a special way: 



by Alex Delcommune 

On Sunday March 5th, the 78th 
annual Academy Award hon-
ored films most viewers have 
not seen and may never get 
around to watching. 

 

 This year’s preferences of the 
jury went for nominees with 
small budgets and a remark-
able absence of stars in their 
casting, the so-called ‘modest’ 
pictures. 

 

 With the exception of Steven 
Spielberg’s “Munich”, a political 
thriller about the 1972 Olym-
pics massacre and its after-
math, the other nominated 
movies are intimate stories in 
which most of the action in-
volves characters talking and 
occasionally shouting at each 
other, produced by independent 
studios. 

 

 Little Hollywood, not Big, was 
on the big screen this year. 
There are lots of reasons why 
“Walk the Line”, “Munich”, 
“ Br okeback  Mount a i n ” , 
“Capote”, “Crash” and “Good 
Night, and Good Luck” were 
nominated for best picture, and 
a couple of reasons why we 
should keep an eye on the 
2006 selection. 

 

 Among the most obvious and 
impressive trends is the fact 
that Big Hollywood Productions 
Studios found it increasingly 
difficult this year to produce the 
kind of high-profile movies that 
the industry likes to honor with 
its most important awards; no 
“ Titanic” , no “ Ben-Hur” , 
“Gladiator”, “Lord of the Rings” 
or “Pearl Harbor” and other box-
office strikers, but films appeal-
ing to the intellect and stirring 
the soul of the average man-in-
the-street. 

 

 The Oscars are becoming a 
useful barometer of the main-
stream American film culture 
and they tell us something 
about how the movie industry 
sees itself and us. 

 

 The genius of the American 
movie industry, which stays a 
business first, is to have been 
able to combine up-to-date 
heavily standardized technolo-
gies with creative freedom, in 
order to produce individual 
masterpieces. But what about 
the 2006 selection? “Munich” 
is one of Spielberg’s most 
crowning achievements, yet 
despite the announcement 
effects, it has been character-
ized as a disappointment.  

It might be that the audience’s 
indifference to “Munich” 
(indifference that has nothing to 
do with the political hysteria 
that created the film) suggests 
that Spielberg’s capacity as a 
blockbuster’s reigning king, he 
has helped create an audience 
more interested in his talents 
as a rollercoaster operator than 
as an artist. 

In both his ambition and scale, 
“Munich” is a big film; it’s a 
thriller that transcends genre, 
an action movie with ideas, with 
a large international cast and 
locations from around the 
world. 

 

 By contrast, “Brokeback Moun-
tain”, for all its majestic moun-
tain views, and despite the 
weight of its sociopolitical bur-
den, is a romance about two 
cowboys trapped in their very 
tiny world. “Capote”, a story 
about the writer Truman Ca-
pote, and “Good Night and 
Good Luck”, both morality tales, 
make a virtue out of their hum-
ble budgets and narrow focus, 
while “Crash” is the least suc-
cessful of the bunch, a fantasy 
about a handful of Los Angeles 
residents  who keep knocking 
on one another’s door. 

 

 All five nominees have their 
attraction, what they don’t have 
is the mass audience. Each 
nominee is embedded in a spe-
cific milieu and touches on in-
ternal struggles of specific 
types: Israeli athletes and Mos-
sad agents (“Munich”), homo-
sexual lovers (“Brokeback 
Mountain”), television produc-
ers (“Good Night and Good 
Luck”), writer sophisticates 
(“Capote”) and some Angelenos 
in contemporary Los Angeles 
(“Crash”). With the exception of 
“Munich”, these are the kinds 
of modestly scaled, moderately 
complex stories that have come 
to define nationally independ-
ent cinema. 

 

 In the last few decades, the 
American movie industry has 
become increasingly split be-
tween high-concept spectacles 
engineered to attract as many 
viewers as possible, and ‘niche-
products’ pitched to specific 
audiences. In this climate, films 
released through a studio spe-
cialty unit, like “Capote” and 
“Good Night and Good Luck”, 
are just one niche among many. 
In other words, in Hollywood, 
quality is now a genre.   

 

 Without independent studios 
like ‘Warner Independent Pic-
tures’, a specialty arm of War-
ner Brothers Entertainment, 
George Clooney (director and 
actor  of “Good Night and Good 
Luck”) would have been staying 
home in front of his television, 
instead of smiling for the cam-
era on behalf of “Good Night 
and Good Luck” and “Syriana”, 
for which he was named best 
supporting actor.   

 

 “Good Night and Good Luck” 
can be described as a kind of 
black-and-white- movie about 
the glories of free speech, 
which tells of newsman Edward 

Oscar’s message: Quality is now a niche in the market  

Page 7 Volume 6, Issue 2 

R. Murrow's battle against 
McCarthyism in the 1950’s, 
especially in the dull Eisen-
hower years; let’s say a pure 
product of the Anti-Republican 
“Any-Body-But-Bush”  move-
ment, headed by George-the-
Dashing-Clooney, son of a de-
mocratic contender in the last 
midterm elections.  

                                                   

 

 My favorite choice goes to a 
film that took the best actress 
Oscar for Reese Witherspoon as 
June Carter in the Johnny Cash 
biographical movie, "Walk the 

Line." 

 

This is the story of the life of a 
rock star named Johnny Cash, a 
contemporary of Elvis Presley, 
his rise and downfall, his addic-
tion to drugs and his pro-
claimed Christian faith. The film 
portrays the 1960’s, the birth of 
rock’n’roll, and the love story 
between the rocker and the 
rockster June Carter. There is 
also a spiritual insight displayed 
in the film that shows a concert 
given in a prison, the Folsom 
Prison, where Cash was per-
forming songs like “Cocaine 
blues” and ended the show with 
“Greystone Chapel”, a devo-
tional song written by an inmate 
in the audience. 



By: Sven Pomykalo 
 
Bahnhof Music Club 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. Váci utca 1, Tel: 302 4751, 
E-mail: 
bahnhof@bahnhofmusic.hu, 
Open: 9pm-4am Wed-Sat, 
Metro: M3 Nyugati pu, Tram 4, 
6 
With a catchy name and some 
talented resident DJs (for Buda-
pest at any rate), Bahnhof is 
one of the better clubs in Buda-
pest. At weekends both dance 
floors are packed solid. Quite 
how they attract so many good 
looking Hungarians into a single 
place at any one time is beyond 
us. Chances of pulling=100%. 

 
Catedral Café 
V. Váci u. 33, Tel: 318 3239, 
Fax: 485 0863, Website: 
www.catedral.hu, E-mail: 
info@catedral.hu, Open daily: 
8am-1am, Metro: M3 Ferenciek 
tere 
Café, restaurant and live music 
venue all rolled into one. Shows 
usually kick off at 7pm, while 
Catedral also hosts occasional 
DJ slots. Downtown location is a 
boon. 

 
Club Colosseum 
XV. Késmárk utca 32, Tel: 
06209 213 845, Website: 
www.colosseum.hu, E-mail: 
club@colosseum.hu, Open: Sat 
9pm-5am (with extra parties 
some Fridays), Bus 77 and 177 
If you hanker for a night out in 
Budapest's 15th District, then 
this sport/ dance club combo 
may just be for you! There's a 
sort of archetypal 70s throw-
back feel to the place, with 
techno-house and dance hits 
blasting away until the early 

hours. Oh, and one of the chaps 
spinning those steel wheels is 
called DJ Dive... 

 
Club 11 Music Pub 
XI. Tétényi út 63. (Kelenföld 
Városközpont emelet), Informa-
tion line: 06 20 974 1494, 
Website: www.club11.hu, E-
mail: szucsl@mogyoro.hu, Bus 
173 
Buli, buli buli! as they say in 
Hungary -  or at least down at 
Club 11 anyway. If the idea of 
boozed up Hungarians doing 
Zámbó Jimmy karaoke numbers 
doesn't scare you (for those 
who don't know, he was a 
rather unfortunate, facially chal-
lenged, gravel voiced pop star 
who accidentally shot himself 
dead) then some of the 'old 
school' Magyar pop almost cer-
tainly will! DJs Soviet, Sleep and 
Eddie handle the grooves (yep, 
we're not joking) while there's a 
fair share of good looking, 
friendly locals in tow. Sort of 
cool, in a strange way!! 

 
Club Fantasy 
XIII. Pozsonyi út 4, Website: 
www.clubfantasy.hu, E-mail: 
info@clubfantasy.hu, Metro: M3 
Nyugati pu 
Okay, so first off we thought 
Club Fantasy was probably a 
seedy strip-joint. But as with 
many Budapest nightspots you 
never can tell! Admittedly, the 
inspired use of mesh/ chicken 
wire around the bar is not to 
everyone's taste (nor much of a 
fantasy really) but the clientele 
is a straightforward mix of 
bright young things who seem 
harmless enough. Tub-
org/ Guinness on tap (and a full 
restaurant menu) while the  
club also offers regular DJ sets 
and live music. 

 
E-Klub 
X. Népligeti út 2. Tel: 263 1614, 
Website: www.e-klub.hu, E-mail: 
office@e-klub.hu, Open: Fri 

9pm-5am, Sat 10pm-5am, 
Metro: M3 Népliget 
Located next to the Planetarium 
in the Népliget, E-Klub is as 
hedonistic as they come (in a 
not too subtle way either). And, 
with the likes of Ganxsta Zolee 
playing here - he's famous in 
Hungary - you know this place is 
popular. Strictly over 18s - and 
that's just for those visiting their 
website!! 

 
Fat Mo' s Music Club 
V. Nyári Pál u. 11. Tel: 267 
3199, Fax: 328 0706, Website: 
www.fatmo.hu, Open: Mon/ Tue 
noon- 2am, Wed noon–3am, 
Thu/ Fri noon–4am, Sat 6pm–
4am, Sun 6pm–2am, Metro: 
M3 Kálvin tér/ M3 Ferenciek 
tere 
A music venue, bar and restau-
rant rolled into one, Fat Mo's is 
included here (rather than on 
our bar/ pub pages) as the club 
stages regular DJ sets, along 
with jazz, soul and blues nights. 
Seemingly around forever, the 
club has still managed to retain 
its popularity, both with locals 
and expats alike. 

 
Kaméleon Club 
II. Lövıház u 1-5, Tel: 345 
8358, Fax: 345 8547, Website: 
www.kameleonmulato.hu, E-
mail: reserva-
tion@kameleonmulato.hu, Tram 
4, 6 to Széna tér,   
Looking a bit TOO much like 
Tony Montana's boudoir, the 
Kaméleon Club is actually lo-
cated on the 4th floor of the 
Mammut II shopping mall. Lots 
of Latin nights (making us even 
more certain he chose the fur-
nishings) while there's a pleas-
ant enough restaurant and bar 
area. Proclaims itself a 
techno/ trance free zone!  

 
Suliklub (formerly Közgáz Pincek-
lub) 
IX. Fıvám tér 8, Tel: 215 4359, 
Open: Mon-Sat 8pm-5am, 

Budapest Nightlife 
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Metro: M3 Kálvin tér, Tram 2, 
47, 49,  
Student disco located in the 
bowels of the city's Economics 
University. Disco oriented 
grooves and a weekly karaoke 
are supplemented by cheap 
beer and no-nonsense food. 
Bouncers have a reputation for 
being real bruisers, so keep out 
of trouble! 

 
Piaf 
VI. Nagymezı utca 25, Tel: 312 
3823, Open: 10pm-6am daily, 
Metro: M1 Oktogon,  
Anyone with vaguely Bohemian 
leanings seems to wind up at 
Piaf, a stylish and sophisticated 
night-club, named of course, 
after the famous French Diva. 
Red velvet furnishings abound, 
while the music (which is often 
provided by a resident pianist) 
has a distinctly jazzy feel. Espe-
cially good though if you plan to 
impress female company. 

 
Süss Fel Nap 
V. Honvéd utca 40, Tel: 302 
3799, Website: 
www.sussfelnap.hu, Open: 
5pm-3am daily, Metro: M3 
Nyugati pu, Tram 4, 6 
Laid back and wholly unpreten-
tious, Süss Fel Nap is the sort 
of club where you can simply be 
yourself, hang out with friends 
and have a great time. The at-
mosphere is infectiously cheer-
ful, drinks are cheap and 
grooves don't let up before clos-
ing time. Recommended. 

 
Trocadero 
V. Szent István körút 15, Open 
9pm-3am Mon-Thu, 9pm-5am 
Fri/ Sat, Metro: M3 Nyugati pu, 
Tram 4, 6, Latin beats until the 
early hours at this centrally 
located club near to Margit híd. 
Salsa and merengue combine 
with a lively weekend atmos-
phere to make a likeable and 
wholly non-pretentious venue. 
Good fun. 



Crossword 
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her friends asked. 
 
"The first envelope contained 
$5,000 with a note, 'Please use 
this money to buy a nice cas-
ket.' So I bought a beautiful 
mahogany casket with such a 
comfortable lining that I know 
Sidney is resting very comforta-
bly." 
 
"The second envelope con-
tained $10,000 with a note, 
'Please use this for a nice fu-
neral.' I arranged Sidney a very 
dignified funeral and bought all 
his favorite foods for everyone 
attending." 
 
"And the third envelope?" asked 
her friends. 
"The third envelope contained 
$25,000 with a note, 'Please 
use this to buy a nice stone.'" 

Submitted by Tina Okeke 
  

Stones 
 

 Sometime after Sidney died, 
his widow, Tillie, was finally able 
to speak about what a thought-
ful and wonderful man her late 
husband had been. 
 
"Sidney thought of everything," 
she told them. "Just before he 
died, Sidney called me to his 
bedside. He handed me three 
envelopes. 'Tillie,' he told me, 'I 
have put all my last wishes in 
these three envelopes. After I 
am dead, please open them 
and do exactly as I have in-
structed. Then, I can rest in 
peace'."  
 
"What was in the envelopes?" 

Humor 
 
Holding her hand in the air, 
Tillie said... 
"So, do you like my stone?" 
showing off her 10 carat dia-
mond ring. 
 

Psychiatrists 
 
 While attending a convention, 
three psychiatrists take a walk.  
 
"People are always coming to us 
with their guilt and fears," one 
says, "but we have no one to go 
to with our own problems."  
 
"Since we're all professionals," 
another suggests, "why don't we 
hear each other out right now?" 
They agree this is a good idea. 
The first psychiatrist confesses, 
"I'm a compulsive shopper and 
deeply in debt, so I usually over-

bill my patients as often as I 
can."  
 
The second admits, "I have a 
drug problem that's out of con-
trol, and I frequently pressure 
my patients into buying illegal 
drugs for me."  
 
The third psychiatrist says, "I 
know it's wrong, but no matter 
how hard I try, I just can't keep 
a secret." 


