
By: Estefania Luraschi 

Seventeen McDaniel
Budapest students will join the 
ranks of McDaniel College Bu-
dapest alumni at the comple-
tion of Commencement Exer-
cises on Friday, May 19th at 
12:30 p.m. in the College's first 
floor auditorium.  Besides the 
awarding of certificates, the
program will include musical
selections by the Corvinus Quar-
tet and the newly formed
McDaniel College International
Choir.

 While the main cam-
pus holds commencement exer-
cises only in the Spring, the

Budapest campus also gradu-
ates students at the end of the 
Fall semester, in December.
The first commencement exer-
cise in the history of the Buda-
pest Program took place this
past December 19th.  Dr. Judith 
Mandy, Director of Academic
Affairs, sites specific reasons
for two commencements a year. 
She said, "Our students who
finish in December will often
face a problem with maintaining 
their student visas if they must 
stay in Hungary until the end of 
the spring semester to partici-
pate in the commencement
exercise.  Also, we feel that it is 
a financial burden to ask stu-
dents to fly back from their 
home countries for the occa-
sion.  This is one aspect that 

distinguishes our international
student body from the student 
body on the main campus."

 Friday's commence-
ment exercise will also serve to 
mark the end of the semester 
for undergraduates, and the
reception following the gradua-
tion will provide an opportunity 
for the entire McDaniel student 
body to congratulate the gradu-
ates, and to say farewell to 
classmates for the summer.
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Special Note: 30 Students from Main Campus
Will Come Next Fall

 A record number of 30 students will be doing their semester abroad here at 
McDaniel College Budapest next fall semester. While most of them study at 
the main campus in Maryland, two are from other colleges: one from the 
University of Wisconsin, and another from Sierra Nevada College. The stu-
dents’ majors range from Psychology to Art History to an Environmental Pol-
icy – Business double major.

December graduates
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Yewande Ogunsina: “For now I just 
want to get a good job, and I don't think I’m 
ready to continue my studies for now.”

Attila Bessenyi: “Probably work in 
sales and finance and might go for MBA in 2-
5 years.”

Ali Ebtekar: “Nothing.”

Andras Racz: “I'll spend my last free 
summer celebrating and travelling, then finally 
i can start to build my career.”

Eszter Kovács: “Nothing until Septem-
ber, but I’m going to work in my major hope-
fully. (I will) continue my Hungarian college 
from January and I want to enjoy my life and 
(the) 3 months (of summer).”

Reza Pour: “I’m going to handle family business and most 
probably have my own business. After my graduation I need 3 
months holiday because I can't go to college again immediately.”

Alina Akhmetshina: “Well, the follow-
ing year, I’m going to start working and (will) 
then apply for a master’s degree.”

Elena Yaubekova: “Going home for a 
month and then probably come back to buda-

pest and start working.”

Akin: “I am working and I will continue working.”

Fitzpatrick Ezetendu: “After gradua-
tion, relax and travel for a while, then figure 
out what to do with myself and find a job. Gain 
experience and join the rest of my family in 
our family business. Peace out.”

Richard Nyári: “Travel around for a few months, then figure 
out my life.”

Glory Essien: “I want to continue study-
ing as soon as possible, for more education 
and knowledge, and also start my family imme-
diately.”

Attila Bársony: “Currently I'm working 

for a book publisher company as a book 
translator. I'm planning on continuing to work 
as a translator even after I graduate from 
college, since it could be a very nice 

additional income. But honestly I would like to go beyond it, 
experience new fields, expose myself to newer challenges, find out 

Interviewing the Graduating Students

Tina Okeke asked this semester’s graduating students, ““What are your plans for the future?”
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Open Forum: Attention turns to the Environment at McDaniel College Budapest
By Dadvey Zargaran 

On April 6, a cloudy Thursday, at 
half past five, the students and 
Prof. Matthew  Adamson, in-
structor of the Environmental
Policy class had the honor to 
have Mr. Gabor Baranyai, of the 
Ministry of Environment and an 
active negotiator of EU-Hungary
environmental relations, as a
visiting presenter at McDaniel
College Budapest’s latest Open 
Forum.

 There were just ten people in 
the room, but the high motiva-
tion and spirit of the Environ-
mental Policy course’s students 
and their important and contro-
versial questions were appre-
ciable. In addition to the stu-
dents, a couple of professors
came to the session. Mr. Baran-
yai gave a long, but interesting 
speech about the main environ-
mental threats to Hungary and 

especially about EU legislation 
and its efficient and practical
Court of Justice. Pollutants of
water resources and the effects 
of mining on the Danube River 
were among his main subjects.

 After his speech, Dr. Schimert, 
the head of McDaniel College’s 
Political Science program,
asked about the situation that 
maintaining old cars in Buda-
pest might cause a larger
amount of pollution in compari-
son to the ban of importing
cheaper second hand cars from 
neighboring countries. Dr.
Baranyai was also asked if
there were any recent updates 
about the deadlock dispute
case of the Gabcikovo dam with 
Slovakia. In response to my
second question about the de-
gree of responsiveness of the 
Environmental Ministry and
related authorities in regard to 
any environmental threats

caused by close neighbors, Dr. 
Baranyai said: “It is the matter 
of time for our neighbors to join 
EU, in order to prevent them 
from violating environmental
laws; there are large amounts
of monetary fines and many
regulations by the European
Court of Justice in order to
make sure that the European 
States respect each others’
rights.”

 For a more beautiful Budapest 
with cleaner air, safer water
supplies, and the protection of 
its wetlands and species, there
is a high need of both public 
awareness and action includ-
ing: recognizing citizen rights
and duties, informing citizens
about new projects and environ-
mental issues, and participating 
in environmental protection
activities.

 The session’s main motto at 
Thursday evening’s Open Forum 
was: “Pollution recognizes no
borders.” Think a bit my friend, 
how active and responsible are 
you about the environment? 

Editorial: Semester Abroad in Maryland?

By: Katya Ivanova

Before I start criticiz-
ing the college's information
system, I would like to state
that I deliberately did not do any 
research in the subsequent
article, because this time I'm 
writing as an average student 
instead of a wannabe journalist.

As we all know, there 
is an opportunity for all McDan-
iel students to study abroad. 
Every semester some Westmin-
ster students come here to
experience the beauty of for-
eign culture while studying in
our college. The Budapest stu-
dents can do the same on the 
main campus in Maryland. The 
only difference is that while
Westminster students have the 
chance to come only for one
semester, we can go for four.

B a s e d  o n  m y
conversation with fellow
students, I think that more 

Budapest students would be
willing to go abroad if they could 
choose for how long. Many of us 
have homes, friends, and
families here, others might not 
be able to afford the different 
tuition fees and living costs in 
general. Whatever the reason, 
two years in Westminster
College is too much, at least for 
me. Just out of curiosity I
interviewed a couple of
Budapest students and most of 
them confirmed my thought.

“It would be better if 
we could go for one semester; 
just to check it out” said
Karolina Czakó “I mean, what if 
I wouldn’t like it there?”

Exactly. Homesickness 
and loneliness can be bad. Not 
everyone is able to make
friends quickly and easily.
Three, four months, in my
opinion, is perfectly enough
time to realize and decide what 
one wants. If students feel

comfortable, they can always 
continue their studies abroad. 
But if something goes wrong,
they should be able to come 
back. That is exactly what the 
Westminster students do. Why 
can’t we do the same?
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McDaniel College Budapest on Margit Bridge

 For the past week students from McDaniel College Budapest have 
been greeting commuters who cross Margit Bridge. The billboard-size
photo will remain at its location on the Buda side of the bridge for the 
next several months and is being used as a recruiting tool, especially to 
announce the new Art History and Studio Art majors. Look for us as you 
cross the bridge!
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www.mcdaniel.hu

Refresh, restart: Check us out on line!

 The newly revised website is now online and providing infor-
mation about the College and its academic programs and activi-
ties.  All students are urged to log on, check out the site, and 
send feedback to Dr. Mandy (jmandy@mcdaniel.hu).  We want to 
have the best website possible, so let us hear from you!
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By: Estefania Luraschi 

At noon on Thursday 
May 4th, an art exhibition featur-
ing works by Sean Garbleman, a 
McDaniel College student, was 
opened on the second floor of 
the College International build-
ing.

Now about to gradu-
ate from McDaniel College Bu-
dapest, Sean came here from 
the main campus in Maryland. 
Originally a Music Major, he
changed to Art not long ago; he 
had been taking art courses
“just for fun” as electives,
meaning they could count to-
wards his degree.

Sean always liked

music and is an avid guitar
player, his favorite star being 
Jimi Hendrix (whom he also
painted). When asked why he 
switched majors, he said, “What 
would I do with a degree in mu-
sic? With art, I can go into a 
whole range of fields.” He men-
tioned design as being one of 
them.

The works exhibited
reflect various  styles and mate-
rials. This diversity among his
work was “what (he) was going 
for.” Among the pieces are a 
collage, several water colors,
graphite drawings, and a tapes-
try. Doing tapestry was part of 
Sean’s independent study here 
in Budapest, which he did in the 
National Museum in the Castle 
District. In addition, what Sean 

called “doodles” are also up. He 
said, “When you doodle, you’re 
not thinking. It’s so relaxing.”

In an abstract a few
copies of which lay on a table at 
the exhibition, Sean writes,
“What I wish most for a viewer 
to take from my art is the notion 
that the things I produce are 
linked by my style as an artist, 
yet different in theme, genre, 
material and mood.”

He also mentions in
the abstract that he is influ-
enced by different artists rang-
ing “from popular Graffiti Artists 
and Old Masters to comic book 
artists Todd Macfarlane and
musician-painter Jerry Garcia.”

Sean says, “I 
believe that life is unpredictable 

and ever changing, and I look at 
my soul and mind as the cam-
era, and my art as my photo-
graphs. Whether using pencil, 
brush, or loom, I try to share my 
developing life as an artist.”

Exhibition Of An Artist Among Us

The Artist

“Mom and Dad”

“Deák Tér”
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Dear Readers,

We hope you enjoyed reading our school paper!  We wish you a wonderful summer holiday and good job 
opportunities. We especially express our wishes of good luck to our graduating students: may you be 
successful in the future!

Special thanks to Dr. Judith Mandy for all her help and hard work with The Messenger (she is our 

advisor).

If you’re here next year, don’t hesitate to join our team!  We’re grateful for all the help we can get!

Best wishes, 

Your Messenger Team

Greetings from the Messenger staff


