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Feature 

 

Students Need to “Decode” Courses 
 

By: Gabriella Rákos 

Illustration by: Estefania Luraschi 

 At the beginning of the 
semester, freshman students run through 
the college with class schedules and 
course lists, and trying to find out which 
is the right course for them. 

When the students get their 
class schedules, they find many codes 
l isted. These codes are really 
incomprehensible, because they contain 
only some letters and some numbers. 

For freshman students it’s 
really difficult to decode the timetable, 
because they see a code like HIS1105 
and a number like 220. For a sophomore 
or a junior these codes are really 
understandable; they are not spies who 
can decode the secret code, they just 
know the meaning. They know HIS1105 
means an introductory history class, 
because HIS means history, 1105 means 
introductory, 11 from 1105 means this 
course is a possibility or mandatory for 

freshman students; 220 means the 
number of the classroom which is on the 
2nd floor. These codes contain really 
useful information for those who can 
decode them, but for a freshman these 
are just numbers and letters. Mostly the 
first number, like 1, 2, 3, 4 means the 
course is for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year 
of study. 

 This is the process in every 
American college, to give a code for a 
course. According to Daniel Engber’s 
article in the web magazine, Slate, 
colleges and universities began to 
standardize course catalogs in the late 
19th century by using these codes. 

At the end of every semester 
the College organizes pre-registration 
days for the next semester. During these 
days students meet the class codes 
again, because students have to sign up 
for the courses. 

 Most of the students get the 
‘green book’, The Academic Guidance 
Bulletin, which is a very important col-
lection of notes and information for 
students.  For instance, it provides infor-
mation about the major requirements. 
And, there is the list of the course codes. 
When asked if she knew the meaning of 
the codes, Esti Luraschi, a third 
semester McDaniel student, said, “The 
codes in the course list seemed to have 
some sort of logic, but what that logic 
was, was really beyond me. I just knew 
that I should be looking at courses that 
start with 1 because I was a freshman 
last year, but more I don't know!” 

 So if a student is lost in codes 
and numbers, he or she would just have 
to use the green book to decode the 
‘secret codes’. 
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Visiting professor to examine Iraq War documentaries  

 
 

 
 
 

 
In a time when 

cruise missiles can be 
launched from 100 kilome-
ters away, and digital cam-
eras can be hidden in the 
palm of your hand, there 
might be some value in revis-
iting the 19th century adage 
“The pen is mightier than the 
sword.” 

Does this idea still 
hold true in the 21st century? 

This is just one of 
many topics Jonathan Slade, 
Assistant Professor of Com-
munication, will address dur-
ing his November 8 Open 
Forum, “Iraqumentary: Tell-
ing Stories of War in the 
Digital Age.” 

During his hour 
long presentation, Prof. Slade 
will screen excerpts from 
three different Iraq War 

documentaries, and examine 
how today’s newer, more 
portable technology is affect-
ing the stories that can be 
told about this increasingly 
controversial international 
conflict. 

Among the docu-
mentaries he will excerpt: 
Robert Greenwald’s newly 
released “Iraq For Sale: The 
W a r  P r o f i t e e r s ” 
(iraqforsale.org) which inves-
tigates how large corpora-
tions are reaping huge finan-
cial rewards in this war-torn 
country at the expense of 
human life. 

Prof. Slade will also 
screen a sequence from Je-
hane Noujaim’s critically 
praised 2004 “Control 
Room” which chronicles the 
first days of the Iraq war 
from the perspective of Al 
Jazeera television, perhaps 
the most popular news outlet 
in the Arab world. 

“I want to take a 
look at how three separate 
documentarians are ap-
proaching the Iraq war in 
different ways, each telling 
stories in a very intimate and 
populist way that, quite sim-
ply, did not exist before the 
advent of inexpensive, light-
weight digital technology,” 
says Prof. Slade. “Most 
Americans remember the 
U.S. Civil War through 
Mathew Brady’s haunting 
black and white still photo-
graphs, or World War II 
through grainy 16mm motion 
picture footage in documen-
taries like ‘Victory at Sea.’ 

“But we are seeing 
the Iraq War in an altogether 
different way. The storytell-
ers are different and their 
access to the conflict is much 

more immediate.” 
Slade, a visiting 

professor from McDaniel’s 
U.S. campus, received his 
M.F.A. from the University 
of Southern California’s 
School of Cinema-TV in Los 
Angeles and for 11 years was 
a full time writer-producer of 
documentaries and children’s 
programs for Maryland Pub-
lic Television, winning 
Emmy Awards for the pro-
grams.  He is currently teach-
ing an introductory documen-
tary production course here 
in Budapest. 

His presentation 
“Iraqumentary: Telling Sto-
ries of War in the Digital 
Age” is scheduled for 
Wednesday November 8 at 
5:30pm in Room 220. It is 
free and open to all students, 
faculty, and staff of College 
International. 
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Student Life—Bar Review 
 

Szimpla Kert – Cozy 
Grunge Heaven 

 

By: Estefania Luraschi  
 

  
If you don’t know about Szim-

pla Kert, you’re bound to walk right 
past it. 

A simple doorway, with a 
wooden door that looks like it’s about 
to unhinge any second, leads into what 
you might think is – pretty much – an 
abandoned construction site that you’re 
not sure was being worked on or in the 
process of being torn down. Turn left, 
then right, go through the thick plastic 
hangy-swishy ribbon things that hang in 
the next doorway and bingo, you’re in. 
The lounge atmosphere, background 
music (probably of an indiscernible 
genre, maybe a cross between lounge, 
chillout, and electronic with a touch of 
jazz fusion) and the relaxing, darkish 
glow coming from tall, precarious-
looking lamps instantly make your eyes 
scan the grounds for a free comfy spot. 

Once found, of course, you 
have to get up again anyway to buy 
your drinks at the bar. 

Old sofas, non-matching 
chairs, and miscellaneous, colorful 
lamps that glow dimly give the rooms 
with bare, brick-exposing walls in 
Szimpla Kert a very grungy yet cozy 
look. Open-air in summer and covered 
in winter, this place is open all year 
round from midday to midnight, wel-
coming Budapest’s national and inter-
national youth, students and back-
packers alike, to sit down in plushy 
armchairs and enjoy a good drink and a 
chat. 

Besides just being a place for 
drinks, Szimpla Kert has other things to 
offer. A short description from the 
www.sz impla.hu websi te says: 
“Szimpla has been running since Octo-

ber 2001. We keep trying to find out 
whether it's possible to support alterna-
tive culture on a profit oriented basis, to 
survive seemingly hopeless construc-
tion works, to have one of the best cui-

sines in town, to screen self-distributed 
movies in our own open-air cinema, to 
organize animation festivals, and things 
like this. The answer so far seems to be: 
yes, it is.” 

 You can meet all sorts of peo-
ple here. McDaniel students, students 
enrolled in the premedical program, 
Hungarian university students, and of 
course, the odd visitor. A lone-traveling 
French-Canadian backpacker, who went 
by the name of Chris, revealed his 
travel itinerary to me over a beer. “I’m 
actually on my way to Moldova – just 
because nobody really knows about that 
country and I want to discover that part 
of Europe.” He had been to Germany, 
Austria, Italy and Slovenia, was stop-
ping over in Budapest for a few days, 
and wasn’t at all sure where his travels 
would take him. Besides Moldova, of 
course. How did he find Szimpla Kert? 

“This place is cool. I love the décor.” 
How did he find Szimpla Kert? “The 
receptionist at my hostel explained how 
to get here – if it weren’t for the sign 
outside, I would probably not have ven-
tured in!” 

Katya Ivanova, a McDaniel 
College student and Communication 
major, used to “go there a lot last year 
and this spring, at least a few times a 
week.” She “like(s) its atmosphere, how 
the whole space is divided into different 
rooms but without doors. A nice place 
to relax and talk with friends over a 
glass of wine and a lot more beer.” Any 
fun moments? “Many drunk moments 
that I don't really remember. Also I met 
a girl there, who, since then, became 
my very good friend.” 

 For more info, you can go 
to the www.szimpla.hu website (there is 
an English section), and you can find 
Szimpla Kert in the 7th district, Kaz-
inczy u. 14. 
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Editorial 

Computer Lab or 
Internet Café? 

 
By: Katya Ivanova 

 
More than a month has passed 

since classes began. Professors assign 
essays and research papers. Most of 
those projects require the use of 
computers, which our school provides in 
the basement. At any point of the day, 
except late afternoon, the computer lab 
is crowded with students. Now that the 
pre-medical program started, there are 
not enough computers for everyone. 

And that is fine as long as we (the 
students) know how to organize our 
time and give others the opportunity to 
do some work, as well. 

However, not everyone is 
willing to leave the room when their 
assignment is done. 

Many use the Internet for 
personal pleasure: playing games, 
chatting, and listening to music has 
become a widespread activity. 

Many times I see frustrated 
students with notebooks in hands, 
standing in line, waiting for a free seat. 
Hours might pass before you get a 
chance to do some school work on the 
computer. But even if there is a free 

seat, it is not so easy to focus on the 
assignment. Noisy, mostly German 
speech overwhelms the room, 
destroying ideas and disturbing 
thoughts. It seems like some pre-med 
students can never stay quiet. Cell 
phones ring, people laugh, all we need is 
some beer to make the party complete. It 
makes me wonder if the cafeteria, which 
is right next to the computer lab, is for 
some weird reasons not good enough for 
the same interactions. 

One Wednesday morning I 
decided to ask some students why they 
are using the computers for the wrong 
reasons, and the reply was interesting. 
Actually there was no reply at all; all I 
got was an empty look through me, then 
silence. At least I had finally achieved 
my goal: I had made someone quiet. But 
it didn’t last long. The moment I turned 
away, everything continued. I’m not 
even sure that the guy I questioned 
heard me. You know, it was too loud in 
that room… 

Unfortunately the computer lab 
is small, and students of the different 
programs have to share it with each 
other.  But, it doesn’t change the fact 
that it is a study room intended for 
school work only. There are unwritten 
rules to obey, and silence is one of those 
rules. 
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Sports Schedule 
 

The hours below are available at the  
Veterinary College gym (across the square) for student use: 

 
Friday 

 
Football: 4:00 – 5:30 

 

Basketball: 5:30 - 7:00 
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College Statistics 
 

So, Who Are We? 
 
By: Julia Fila 
 

As you sit in the first class of 
the semester, a girl you had just passed 

in the hallway walks in and you think to 
yourself: “But, isn’t she in the Pre-Med 
course…?” This, or similar situations 
can occur because we McDaniel College 
students share the school building with 
three other educational institutions: the 
Budapest Semester in Mathematics Pro-
gram, the Pre-Medical Program, and 
some classes of Szolnok College. How-

ever, we should still be able to have a 
rough idea about the size of our own 
McDaniel College, the ethnicities and 
general objectives (or majors) of our 
fellow pupils.  
 
Here is some basic information about 
McDaniel College 2006 Fall Semester 
students 

(Note: Westminster students are not included in the Age and Major statistics) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hopefully, the figures above may help you have a general understanding about our student body and recognize the meaning 
of studying in a truly varied, international community.  
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Fashion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fashion, Shops,  
Colourful Autumn,  

All in Beautiful  
Budapest  

 
By: Dadvey Zargaran and Maja Florsic  
 

Autumn has arrived and soon 
the beautiful colours of nature will sur-
round us. The weather is getting colder 
gradually and the clothing we notice on 
people around us is changing too.  

Some secrets 
of Hungarian 
fashion styles 
are simplicity 
in design, at-
tractive styles, 
and creativity 

in matching colours.  
Most Hungarian people we 

come across daily do not necessarily 
buy new, expensive brand clothes; ex-
pensive clothes are definitely not a ne-
cessity for dressing well. If you look at 
some of the shops in the centre of Bu-
dapest, or in one of the malls, you will 
find various shops and various prices to 
suit everyone. Even so, the shopping 
here is not yet at the level of other big 
European cities; there isn’t as much 
variety and not as many shops. How-

ever a lot of shops in Budapest have the 
latest fashion clothes and accessories at 
acceptable prices. Hence, we find that it 
is definitely possible to find fashionable 
and quality clothes in Budapest. 

 We asked some of our friends 
to name their favourite brands and 
shops where they buy most of their 
clothes, and here is what they said: 
Zara, Levi’s, Mango, Nike, And1, Adi-
das, and Magenta. One student, Este-
fania Luraschi, said “For clothes, I usu-
ally go to Promod, H&M, Xanaka and 
also the outlets if I find them.” 

 There are also many out-
lets to be found in Budapest at different 
times of the year, which are basically 
shops with reduced prices. One of the 
permanent outlet shops is a MANGO in 
the Duna Plaza shopping centre. Shops 
such as Zara and H&M have male and 
children sections as well.  

Below is a list of the addresses 
of some of our favourite shops in Buda-
pest: 

ZARA 
Shopping centre ARKAD, L 66-67-68-
69  
01106 BUDAPEST 
Tel: +36 14345170  Fax: +36 14345163 
 
 VACI UTCA KRISTÓF TER  
01052 BUDAPEST 
Tel: +36 13270210  Fax: +36 13270211
   
www.zara.com 
  
H&M  
ARKAD shopping centre 
Ors Vezer Tere 25a 
Budapest 1106 
+36 14348610 

 
 VACI UTCA 12 
Budapest 1052 
+36 12354040 
www.hm.com  
 
 MANGO 
WEST END City Center 
Váci út. 3 
BUDAPEST 1069 
1 238 75 62 
 
 MAMMUT Shopping Center 
Lövöház út. 2 
BUDAPEST 1024 
1 345 82 28 
 

 VACI UTCA 19-21 
BUDAPEST 1052 
1 318 98 90 
www.mango.com 
 
ESPRIT 
VACI UTCA 9  
3185155 www.esprit.com 
MARKS AND SPENCER 
VACI UTCA 1-3 and VACI UTCA 4,  
318 4606/267 
 

 We hope you enjoy beautiful 
Budapest and don’t forget to visit some 
good shops in the city centre. 
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News from the Main Campus 

A glimpse of the Main Campus: Students’ Favorite Hangout Places  
 
Photography by: Sarah Black 
Captions by: Djerdj Matkovic 

 
  

"The Quad" - This is basically the park of the 
college. It's located between two resident build-
ings and in front of the gym. It’s mostly used for 
picnics, and students often just lay here and 
study when the weather is warm. It's occasion-
ally used for throwing frisbees and footballs 
around too. 

"Gill" - The physical education learning center is 
where all students and even faculty go to work out 
to stay in shape and get healthy. It consists of 4 
full size basketball courts that are also used for 
volleyball and other sports. The gym itself is 
located downstairs and students manage to catch 
up on a lot of things while working out.  A new $4 
million gym is being built and will be completed 
by summer 2007.  

"Quad" - A student takes advantage of the warm 
weather to study while a squirrel is looking for food. 
Squirrels are plentiful at the college and love to liter-
ally 'hang around' the trees in the Quad. 

"Red Square" - Having nothing to do with Commu-
nism, Red Square is the main square on campus and a 
popular intersection for students going to and from 
classes.  It also hosts a number of events, and on-
campus organizations usually "advertise" here.  Some-
times classes are held outdoors here too. It's called Red 
because of the color of the bricks. 
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News from the Main Campus 

 

"Red Square"  
"Ensor Lounge" - Located in the main building known as 
Decker College Center, Ensor lounge is a fairly quiet place 
where students often sit and do homework or study. Like Red 
Square, it hosts events and meetings and is the location for 
many exhibits that students display from time to time. 

"Ensor Lounge"  

"Budapest Cafe" - Only recently named Budapest Cafe, this 
cozy little room is perfect for students just trying to relax and 
have a good time leaving all their college worries behind. It is 
decorated with posters and pictures from Budapest and has a 
Hungarian flag hanging on one of the walls. Great coffee and 
dimmed lights make for a perfect relaxation setting for 
students and faculty alike.  

"The Pub" - Arguably the most popular place for 
students to hang out. To the disappointment of 
many students, they do not serve beer or alcoholic 
beverages. The pub is where students come to eat 
when they get tired of the food from the dining 
hall. Open until 1 am on most days, the pub serves 
a wide variety of foods. Students love to come 
here when taking breaks late at night from study-
ing. The pub hosts Karaoke Nights and Comedy 
Nights as well as other events sponsored by differ-
ent organizations. "The Pub Outdoors" - In case of nice weather :-)  


