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Taking Studying Abroad a Step Further: The American Experience 

By: Geoff Peckham  
 
The word you need to keep in mind right 
now is ‘opportunity.’ 
 That’s the reason you’re here 
right now. It’s the same reason I’m here, 
and every other student at McDaniel 
College Budapest. You saw a chance to 
do something really special, to study in a 
language or in a country other than your 
own, and you took it. If I had to guess 
I’d say this city and this College have 
treated you pretty well, because you’re 
still here, and you’re reading this, which 
means you’re at least a little interested in 
what could lie ahead for you.   
 Usually that’s all it takes, that 
degree of curiosity, whereby you imag-
ine what it would be like to continue 
your studies in another country. A lot of 
you have already felt it. Every one of 
you I’ve met has a different story to tell, 
a different path that has led you to 
McDaniel and maybe even to Hungary. 
Why not take it that step further, to the 
main campus, which I’m sure you’ve 
heard and read about.  
 I am, of course, referring to ‘The 
American Experience,’ whereby students 
who are eligible will be required to 
spend at least a semester in Westminster, 
MD, at the main campus of McDaniel 
College. It’s taken a while for the pro-
gram to get where it will be when this 
program is implemented in September. 
There was a time where if you went 
over, it was for two years or not at all. 

Lately, it hasn’t been easy for interna-
tional students to acquire American vi-
sas, either.  
 But for those Hungarian and in-
ternational students who meet the re-
quirements (see Dr. Drexler about what 
they exactly are), the opportunity to 
spend time studying in the U.S.A. is very 
much within their grasps. 
 There are always sacrifices in-
volved, as there probably were the first 
time you decided to attend McDaniel. 
It’s the unknown, which can be intimi-
dating. You might not know what to 
expect from our small school in Amer-
ica. Let me give you an idea. Let’s say 
your first class starts at 8:20 a.m. De-
pending on how far your dorm is from 
your classroom, you might not need to 
roll out of bed until 8:10a.m. (8:15a.m. if 
you’re a fast runner). 

By American standards it’s a 
very small school. There are a little less 
than 1700 students, much more than 
what you’re used to here, but there are 
universities in America with as many as 
40,000 students. You can walk around 
the entire campus in about fifteen min-
utes. As a result, it might be easy to feel 
a little trapped. But it’s also easy to 
branch out and make new friends. 
You’ve already got your conversation 
starter: you will be someone from an-
other country. This will gain people’s 
attention.   

Class sizes aren’t that much 

bigger than they are here. Some may 
even be the same size. American profes-
sors tend to be have a different teaching 
style than European ones, but the major-
ity of them will be very helpful, will 
make the effort to see you, and explain 
whatever it is you need explained. 

Make no mistake about it 
though: Westminster is vastly different 
from Budapest. It’s a very average 
American town, which is to say there’s 
not much to do. Basic things like movie 
theaters or malls or restaurants will be 
there, but much more expensive than 
what you’re used to here. There’s no 
reliable public transportation; you’ll 
need a car or have to find a friend with 
one to get around town.   

But you’ll always have some-
place to go eat in Englar Dining Hall 
(you’ll be calling it GLAR by the end of 
your first week), and you’ll always have 
someone to eat with. You won’t have to 
take two metros and a bus to go a 
friend’s. Late night parties will always 
be less than a five minute walk away. 
You’ll be able to tailgate at the Saturday 
afternoon football games (American 
football, that is). More opportunities will 
follow. You’ll be able to visit some of 
those larger universities, which offer 
another vastly different college experi-
ence. Baltimore is only a half hour away; 
Washington, D.C.  is an hour and half 
and other major cities like New York 
and Philadelphia are only a few hours 
away. Stories waiting to be told, and 
chances ready to be taken.    

Westminster isn’t perfect, as 
you’ll find should you go there. But the 
experience is something to, at the very 
least, be considered, because of the peo-
ple you’ll meet and the memories you’ll 
make. As one of the American students 
from the main campus, I have felt very 
welcome here in Budapest from the be-
ginning, and I’m very willing and ex-
cited to extend that welcome back to all 
of you. Our small, yet scenic hillside 
campus has its charm, and it is waiting 
for you to take this opportunity. 

Why wouldn’t you? 

Students gather at Buffalo Wild 
Wings, a popular local restaurant. 

Green Terror Cheerleaders 
perform at Homecoming 2006. 
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60 SECONDS… 

“Where do you see yourself in 2 years?” 
Submitted by: Maja Florsic 
 
 BODWIN SIMONS 

 
“I am either going to be studying in the States or in the Netherlands. Either way, I’ll be in a  
Liberal Arts college close to graduating, and I’m planning on going to law school.” 
 
  
  
  

  
  SHERI FOX 

 “In two years I will be graduated and hopefully have a good job in Jersey of course!” 
 
  
  
  
  

  
 ESTEFANIA LURASCHI 

 
 “Hopefully, in two years I’ll have graduated from McDaniel College, be enrolled in an MA  
program (somewhere!) but be working before starting it.” 
 
  
  

  
  MOLLIE VAN LIEU 
 

 “In two years I hope to be in graduate school so I can get a good job and live happily ever  
after!” 
 
  
  
  

  
  ORSI BADER 

 
 “I see myself at graduate school somewhere abroad, studying, enjoying life before getting a real job.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  AVI DUKHNO 
 
 “Far away from here… very far” 
 
  
  
 

 
   SVEN POMYKALO 

 
 "In the next two years I will stay here in Budapest. I will apply for a job in web-design or hi-tech 
companies. Because as a layout designer of McDaniel College Newspaper it will be good  
experience for me." 
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Profile 

 
Looking Back at a Job 

 

In this interview, McDaniel 
College instructor César Beltrán 
contemplates his career as a US 
Embassy Cultural Officer 
 
By: Estefania Luraschi  
 

Picture this: The President 
of the United States of America is 
coming to your country for a state 
visit. You need people. You need 
infrastructure. You need contacts. 
Above all, you need someone who 
knows how to coordinate all those 
things. Question: What do you do? 
Answer: Call César Beltrán. 

 Recently retired after 
35 years of serving in public diplo-
macy for the U.S. and holding Em-
bassy Counselor positions in Buda-
pest, Warsaw, Santo Domingo, and 
Moscow, coordinating VIP visits 
was one of the things Mr. Beltrán 
did during his career. 

“I’m proud of it because 
it’s unusual,” he said. “You really 
develop the ability to work with 
the press and to arrange (the Presi-
dent’s) media.” Everything has to 
be carefully coordinated and cho-
reographed, and it is a valuable 
asset if someone has had years of 
experience with this and also pos-
sesses the language skills, he said. 
(Mr. Beltrán speaks English, Span-

ish, Polish, Russian, French, Hun-
garian, and German). 

A head of state’s typical 
day visiting another country is 
“highly compressed”, as Mr. Bel-
trán put it. For example, last June, 
President Bush came to Budapest 
for about 24 hours, and for that 
period of time many parts of the 
city were cordoned off or closed 
down, making it difficult to get 
around. “Many people were angry, 
and I understand that,” he said. 

One of the obstacles Mr. 
Beltrán highlighted was having to 
deal with “clueless,” inexperienced 
officials who accompany the Presi-
dent. “Some people coming from 
Washington are not professionals. 
Maybe they were special assistant 
to someone’s special assistant, or 
they got a giveaway job for helping 
the President get votes in certain 
areas,” he said. “Sometimes people 
make commitments they shouldn’t 
make.” 

Another of the many things 
Mr. Beltrán took care of was keep-
ing the journalists at bay. Normally 
they have a specially designated 
area in which they can stand. Mr. 
Beltrán described a scene where 
President Bush, his wife Laura, 
Hungary’s Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsány, and a few other promi-
nent politicians were sitting at a 
table, discussing issues. “I’m 
standing just over there, trying to 
keep the journalists in their area, 
and they kept trying to throw ques-
tions at them!” he laughed. “All of 
a sudden my cell phone starts 
buzzing. So I pick it up, and it’s a 
friend of mine saying, ‘I’m watch-
ing you on TV, César! Keep up the 
good work!’ ” 

 What else did that 
‘work’ entail? Mr. Beltrán’s job 
description as Cultural Officer was 
to raise awareness about the United 
States wherever he was serving, as 
well as inform the President about 
how others see the U.S. 

 But how was this position 

viewed by other diplomats? “Being 
a Cultural Officer is prestigious. 
But within the State Department, it 
is viewed as less than serious.” 
Since it’s a very social kind of ser-
vice, people think that it’s just “a 
lot of cocktail parties and fun – 
which it is, but work has to get 
done anyway, and sometimes you 
get business done on a tennis court, 
or over lunch,” Mr. Beltrán said. 
Another problem is, he said, “most 
people in the U.S. don’t know 
about it, and some speculate that a 
Cultural Officer is actually in the 
CIA, it’s so mysterious. I think 
some of my own family thinks that 
about me.” 

 The Foreign Affairs 
Program funded by the Ford Foun-
dation was the internship that initi-
ated Mr. Beltrán into his diplo-
matic career, and gave him the op-
portunity to meet others with simi-
lar ambitions, many with minority 
backgrounds. 

As a message to students, 
Mr. Beltrán said, “I’d like to en-
courage people to apply for the 
Foreign Service.” In his opinion, 
the US Foreign Service has been 
filled with Ivy League graduates 
and people coming from wealthy 
families for too long. “Financial 
status shouldn’t be what governs 
the ability to serve in the Foreign 
Service. We should break down 
some of the elitism,” he said. 

Having retired, Mr. Beltrán 
is now at leisure to enjoy Budapest 
as well as dedicate his time to the 
things he chooses. Among these 
are lecturing on Communications 
and International Relations at 
McDaniel College Budapest, ad-
vising Southwest Windpower, an 
American company producing 
small wind turbines, and, to keep 
healthy, going for a regular swim. 
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 Special All-College Open Forum: 

 

 LIVING AND WORKING IN A 
WAR ZONE 

 
 Louis Fintor, after an assignment in Kabul, Afghanistan is now 

the US Embassy Spokesman in Baghdad.  In this special visit to 
the College, he will talk about the special challenges in articulating 
U.S. foreign policy and of coordinating information with military 
forces and the host government.  Plus, he will share personal in-
sights on how he lives and works in the war zones of Kabul and 
Baghdad. 

 

 Don’t miss this opportunity to listen to and question 
someone who’s living in the middle of history! 

 

 Thursday, March 1, 2007 
5:45 p.m. 
Room 220 

 
 
  
  
  

 Students from ALL College International  
programs are welcome! 

 

 SNACKS PROVIDED 

Announcement 
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Prague: Sweet As Candy, 
But Not As Sweet As Home 
 
Submitted by: Meredith Degyansky  
 
 Cobblestone streets, Baroque 
and Gothic architecture, museums, 
restaurants, and sausage stands line 
the city center of Prague (actually 
referred to as Praha by locals). One 
winding river – the Vltava – divides 
the city and more than a dozen 
bridges link it together, including the 
famous pedestrian walkway, the 
Charles Bridge. On the left bank of 
the Vltava atop a hill sits the most 
well known landmark in the city, the 
Prague Castle. Down from the castle 
is the “old town”; a hilly cobble 
stoned neighborhood swathed with 
beautiful buildings and pricey Czech 
restaurants. Across the river is “new 
town” housing the rest of the muse-
ums, cathedrals, five old synagogues 
and other attractions. The city of 
Praha is indeed pleasing to the eye; 
it is no wonder it has become a sur-
real conurbation overwhelmed with 
fanny packs and digital cameras.  
 The town itself is impeccably 
clean. There is no graffiti on the 

buildings, no trash stuffed along the 
curbs, no cigarette butts on the 
ground, and no gum stuck on the 
sidewalks. I immediately wondered 
how they kept it so clean. Whose job 
is it to maintain Prague’s flawless 
beauty? When do they do it and 
how? It seemed as if there was a 
continuous flow of pedestrians on 
the streets at every hour. But I still 
felt as if I could eat off the sparkling 
cobblestones. Now the water closets 
on the other hand better be in tiptop 
shape since it is necessary to pay to 
use any of the facilities about the 
town. (Tip: Keep some pocket 
change for when you must…) After 
utilizing these services multiple 
times, I decided the twenty or so 
koruns was money well spent. 
 Tourists certainly seem to 
make up the vast majority of people 
in Prague. The only place I saw 
Czech natives were working in the 
restaurants. The rest of the time I 
had no trouble speaking English and 
finding people to speak English to. I 
even met about five people from my 
home state of Maryland. Hearing so 
much English made me feel like I 
was in the United States again rather 
than central Europe. The crowds of 

people were overwhelming. All of 
my pictures contain other persons 
taking pictures in the background. 
The Charles Bridge was nearly im-
possible to walk across in the middle 
of the day. Then it dawned on me 
that that is why the books always say 
to walk across it at dawn. It isn’t any 
more beautiful at dawn; you can just 
actually see something rather than 
the huge winter parka in front of 
you.  
 I did not meet many locals in 
Praha; I am sure they are hibernating 
in the outskirts. Do not get me 
wrong; it is a lovely place to visit for 
a long weekend. The sites are capti-
vating and something everyone 
should experience, but for everyday 
life, it is not ideal. It did not feel 
real. In the words of Professor Pedro 
Lange, “It’s like candy.” We could 
lick the ground if we wanted to. And 
so when I returned to Budapest, I felt 
a sense of relief to see dog poo on 
the ground and graffiti on the build-
ings. I could walk down the street, 
flailing my arms without hitting any-
one. Ahh, Budapest… home, sweet, 
home. 
  
 

Travel 
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Success--- Where, When, How? 
 
A fellow student wonders: do I know enough 
about myself, or is it just what my parents dictate? 

 
Submitted by: Dadvey Zargaran  
 
 

What did I like as a child, what do I 
like now as an adult, what has con-
sistently brought me happiness, 
what gives me a reason to live? 
Have you ever thought about these 
simple but crucial questions, and if 
yes, what steps have you taken to be 
on the right way in your life? Find-
ing the answer to these questions 
may seem simple. On the other 

hand, it highly depends on how your logic works and if 
you have experienced thoughtful observations about 
life. 
 In fact, many times our parents are the first peo-
ple who inspire us to fulfil something that they might 
have not achieved themselves. In other words, uncon-
sciously, parents may manipulate their children by say-
ing some typical phrases—ones that you might have 
heard—like, “You should become a doctor, a lawyer, 
or an architect!” Or, you might have hated it especially 
when they have compared you to one of your spoiled, 
freak relatives, “Look at your cousins! They are A stu-
dents…and you are still…”  

 So, we have to play 
a sort of a centrist role by 
summing up all the insid-
ers’ and outsiders’ opin-
ions and experiences in 
order to come up with the 
best choice and solution 
for ourselves.  

 Of course, we want to be in the right spot and 
chose the right subject or major that would fit us the 
best. And in order to be able to make this choice, first 
we need to have a crystal clear mind of our own and 
ask ourselves: What am I going to do, what did I like 
the most as a child, as an adult? Or simply, what has 
made me happy? And importantly, what makes life 
worth living?. 
 Actually, you need to clear up your mind to 
think fresh from the first steps. It has been proven that 
doing what we are naturally talented and interested in 
brings us pleasure, and essentially having pleasure and 
reaching happiness would lead us to a fulfilled life.  
 In other words, our daily normal life time con-
sists of three main parts: first, work time (usually 8 
hours), second, rest time (about 6-8 hours of doing fun 
activities, learning arts, languages, doing sports, etc), 

and finally third, sleep time (doctors strongly believe 
that lack of sleep may result in health side-effects and 
disorder or even early aging). Rationally and wisely, in 
order to end up getting the work done and having fun 
too, we need to learn about ourselves, basically speak-
ing, talents, skills or those abilities so that we may im-
prove them over time.  
 To sum up, first get straight with yourself in the 
first stage and know really what you’re good at and 
what you want. Second, get along with your parents 
and try to use all effective method and tactics to con-
vince them about your goal in life. And finally, work 
hard and persevere. So, what was that first question? 
Oh that’s right! -- when I was a child I was quite good 
at… I loved to play… 
 

Creative 
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Submitted by: Katya Ivanova 
 

Quotes from real people: 
 
 'Politics is supposed to be the second oldest profession. I have come to realize that it bears a very close resemblance to the 
first.' Ronald Reagan 
 
 “The execs don't care what color you are. They care about how much money you make. Hollywood is not really black or 
white. It's green.” Will Smith 
 

 “In view of the fact that God limited the intelligence of man, it seems unfair that he did not also limit his stupidity.” Konrad 
Adenauer 
 
 “I envy people who drink -- at least they know what to blame everything on.”  
 Oscar Levant 
 
 “You know the world is going crazy when the best rapper is a white guy, the best golfer is a black guy, the tallest guy in the 
NBA is Chinese, the Swiss hold the America's Cup, France is accusing the U.S. of arrogance, Germany doesn't want to go to 
war, and the three most powerful men in America are named 'Bush', 'Dick', and 'Colon'.” Chris Rock J 
 

Jokes 
 
 Late one night, a mugger wearing a ski mask jumped into the path of a well-dressed man and stuck a gun in his ribs. "Give 
me your money," he demanded. 
Indignant, the affluent man replied, "You can't do this! I'm a United States Congressman!" 
"In that case," replied the mugger, "give me MY money!" 

  

Jokes 
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Jokes 
 
Submitted by: Katya Ivanova 
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Sports Schedule 
 

The hours below are available at the  
Veterinary College gym (across the square) 

for student use: 
 

Friday 
 

Football: 4:00 - 5:30 
Basketball: 5:30 - 7:00 


